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ROBERT W. KIRKPATRICK

Major Robert W. Kirkpatrick distinguished himself by gallantry in connec-
tion with military operations against an opposing armed force as a C-130E
Navigator for the 3L5th Tactical Airlift Squadron at An Loc, Republic of
Vietnam, on 18 April 1972. On that date, Major Kirkpatrick flew a tactical
emergency low level resupply mission of critically needed ammunition to a
besieged concentration of allied forces located in a heavily defended hos-
tile area. While delivering his cargo, Major Kirkpatrick aircraft was so
severely damaged from hostile anti-aireraft fire that a crash landing was
required. During the entire operation, Major Kirkpatrick's professionalism
and performance significantly contributed to the first successful crash
landing of a C~130E without the loss of life in a combat enviromment. By

his gallantry and devotion to duty, Major Kirkpatrick has reflected great
credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AUTHORIZED BY ACT OF CONGRESS JULY 9, 1918
HAS AWARDED

THE SIILVER STAR

TO
MAJOR ROBERT W. KIRKPATRICK
FOR
GALLANTRY IN ACTION
18 April 1972

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
uus 15th DAY OF August 19 72
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General, USAF
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