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AC-119 Gunship Reunion

US Air Force Academy AC-119 Gunship Plaque Ceremony

On June 13, 2023, there was a dedication ceremony at the Air Force Academy’s SE Asia Pavilion for our AC-
119 Gunship plaque. The 20”X20” bronze plaque was artist designed and can be seen below. In honor of
the event, we have designed a t-shirt. The shirts cost $22.39, plus tax and shipping. They are black and come
in men’s, women’s and children’s sizes. They also are available with long sleeves. If you are interested in
buying a t-shirt, click on the T-SHIRT ORDER FORM link below. Last date to order t-shirts will be July 15,
Watch the plaque ceremony at the link below and come to the reunion.
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THE AC-119 GUNSHIP Ill
PROGRAM WAS DEVELOPED BY
THE FAIRCHILD-HILLER CORPC

IN ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA IN 1 wu/
1968. BECAUSE C-130 AIRCRAFT GUNSHIP /

Il AIRFRAMES WERE NOT AVAILABLE, FIFTY-

TWO C-119 AIRCRAFT WERE PROCURED FROM //

THE 309TH AEROSPACE MAINTENANCE AND Ssme#/ AC-119G Shadow
REGENERATION GROUP IN TUCSON, ARIZONA. '

UNDER THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE PRIORITY, THESE

AIRCRAFT BECAME TWENTY-SIX AC-119G SHADOW

GUNSHIPS AND TWENTY-SIX AC-119K STINGER GUNSHIPS.

THE AC-119s WERE NEEDED TO MEET THE DEMANDS OF NIGHTTIME INTERDICTION AND CLOSE

AIR SUPPORT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. THEY WERE A HEAVILY-ARMED UPGRADE TO THE AC-47. SHADOW

AND STINGER HAD FOUR 7.62 MM GATLING GUNS. STINGER AIRCRAFT HAD AN ADDITIONAL TWO 20 MM
GUNS. ALL FIFTY-TWO AIRCRAFT WERE SUCCESSFULLY FERRIED TO VIETNAM FROM 1968-1970. INITIALLY
THE SHADOWS WERE MANNED BY RESERVISTS FROM THE 71ST SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON (SOS). IN
JUNE 1968, THESE CREWS AND AIRCRAFT WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE NEWLY FORMED ACTIVE DUTY 17TH
SOS. IN JANUARY 1969, THE STINGERS WERE ACTIVATED AS THE 18TH SOS AT LOCKBOURNE AFB, OHIO.

BOTH SHADOWS AND STINGERS INCLUDED AIRCREW MEMBERS FROM THE AIR FORCE ACADEMY. THESE
COURAGEOQUS CREWS WERE PRAISED FOR THEIR BRAVERY UNDER INTENSE ENEMY FIRE. REMARKABLY, IN
FIVE YEARS OF FLYING COMBAT MISSIONS, ONLY ONE AC-119 WAS SHOT DOWN BY ENEMY FIRE. THREE OF
THAT CREW WERE KIA; SEVEN SURVIVED. WE WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER AND THEREBY PAY TRIBUTE TO ALL
CREW MEMBERS WHO GAVE THEIR LAST FULL MEASURE DURING MISSIONS OVER SOUTHEAST ASIA.

71ST SPECIAL OPS SQ. (SOS) 17TH SPECIAL OPS SQ. (SOS) 18TH SPECIAL OPS 5Q. (SOS)
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AC-119 PLAQUE CEREMONY VIDEO

MEMORIAL DAY TRIBUTE

Memorial Day honors America's military men and women who lost their lives in service to their country. Here
is a video we made to honor the 17 AC-119 brothers we lost in the Viethnam War. May they rest in peace.

KIA TRIBUTE



https://www.customink.com/go/wvq0-00cv-jjnk
https://youtu.be/HbQQXAZZsBo?si=YqlPAHgfeP8ZOOor
https://youtu.be/QdrklXUbyL0

