From: Paul C. Robertson [pcr01@earthlink.net] Sent: Mon, Sept 19, 2011 1:52 PM To: Wayne Laessig Wayne - Please pass this e-mail along to the appropriate people. I want to thank the board once again for their response.  I'm sorry that I made such a "fuss", but I did want to make sure that the Association was not being politicized.  As far as I am concerned, the matter is settled & over.
[bookmark: _GoBack]What is more important, in my estimation, is to acknowledge & applaud the fine work done by the officers & the board of the Association.   Day after day, year after year, kudos go to those who put in the time & effort to make the Association such a great organization.  I don't know of that many military units that have YEARLY reunions, but the AC-119 Association is able to do so, thanks to the hard work of both the officers/board & also of the "members at large" who do the footwork to make it so at the various locations.
I can't tell you how proud I am to be a member of an organization with such camaraderie, even four-plus decades after their original mission. Regards, Paul C. Robertson Battlefield, MO
From: Wayne Laessig qadvocate@sbcglobal.net To: Paul C. Robertson pcr01@earthlink.net; fjrdriver@earthlink.net; Catherine Reffner cbscruffy@comcast.net; Ev Sprous  ac119gunner@hotmail.com; Jim Alvis jralvis@indy.rr.com; John Morrow  morrowjl@tularosa.net; Sam Tollett runsbears@yahoo.com Cc: Gus Sininger stinger7172@cox.net; Bill Petrie  retcmsgt@att.net Sent: Sun, Sept 18, 2011 9:30 PM Subj: RE: Political Association with the AC-119 Gunship Association
Paul & POCs, Your Association Board discussed your concerns, & Gus talked with Chuck.
Gus's home computer crapped out & his "loaner" laptop is giving him conniptions.  Several of Gus's e-mails went to some addressees but not others, so I'll try forwarding his response to you & the POCs & hopefully this one will go through (the Board had already had input on the response).
POCs: the Board asked Bill P to post this on Mail Call - it's an important policy & they want to both reaffirm the policy & confirm the Membership List was not used.  We'll also reaffirm our policy at the Association Meeting & the next Newsletter.  If you receive any queries about Chuck's letter, please use Gus's response below to clarify.  Thanks!  Wayne Laessig Cell Phone 707-592-4492 
From: stinger7172@cox.net Sent: Sun, Sept 18, 2011 4:13 PM To: Wayne Laessig; Bill Petrie Subj: RE: Political Association with the Gunship Association  Wayne would you please send to Paul.  I can't seem to be to do it with my loaner Laptop.  Also send it to our POCs so as well.  Thanks a bunch.  Gus
Paul, Your Association Board completely agrees with you on not using the Association's membership list for political use &, as an Association, we do not engage in politics at all – period.  That has been our policy since day one.  We do not, & will not become a political forum or venue for any reason.
I have spoken with Chuck & feel some of the assumptions need clarification:
1. While Chuck's letter may have created a perception the mailing was part of an "AC-119" or “Association” mailing, or that he used the Association's membership list to create his contact list, let me offer some facts:
a. Chuck Williams never received (or took) our Membership roster.  We never gave him an electronic or hard copy roster.  Chuck maintains his own networking list of folks met at reunions & other various contacts or via routine AC-119 e-mails.  It is from those contacts that Chuck created the addresses used in the letter he sent. 
b. If members create their own networks, for whatever reason, that's their individual right.  Many of us receive countless e-mails & other communication about political issues from our guys, but NONE via our Association membership list, or as an endorsement by the Association.
c. The "AC-119" used on the envelopes was only to identify who he was to his recipients; i.e. a fellow AC-119er, so they would at least know that it was not someone out of the blue.
2. Chuck has been a strong & long-standing member of our Association, as well as a valuable asset in our efforts in determining the viability of recovering the only remaining AC-119 gunship in existence.  He also supports our Association's policies.  As an example, Chuck refuses to be called by his prior position, Deputy Assistant Undersecretary of Defense, & went on record about that in an Association Meeting.  He simply feels "My name is Chuck & I was a Shadow Nav.  Within this Association, that is who I am." 
I am totally satisfied Chuck's intent was to reach out to possible like-minded voters who might support his candidacy.  He is as upset as we are that his actions created perceptions such as yours in an e-mail.
Again Paul, we totally agree with your stated policies.  We value our member's privacy concerns & take great care insuring our membership list is used for Association purposes only.  I can assure you we will reiterate our policies in the Annual Association Meeting, as well as in the Newsletter & our website Mail Call.
I greatly appreciate you bringing this to our attention.  Your vigilance & rapid communication enabled us to work with Chuck & clarify his letter, as well as confirm our membership list was not used.  It presents us the opportunity to reinforce our policies & stay true to what our Association is all about - old friends, new friends, & the brotherhood of those associated with the AC-119 Gunships.
With respect & appreciation,
Gus Sininger, President
AC-119 Gunship Association 

From: "Paul C. Robertson" pcr01@earthlink.net To: stinger7172@cox.net, drzyzga513@hotmail.com, fletch12@charter.net, shadow1969@indy.rr.com, morrowji@tularosa.net, c119gunner@yahoo.com, firdriver@earthlink.net, mkrauss@nc.rr.com, busch791@tampabay.rr.com Subj: Political use of AC-119 Membership list  Date: Thu, 15 Sep 2011 14:59:21  I am sending this e-mail to the officers & points-of-contact of the AC-119 Gunship Association.
I received a letter today asking for a contribution to the political campaign of Chuck Williams from Utah.  It was quite clear that he had used the membership list of the AC-119 organization for his mailing.  The front of the envelope was marked "AC-119", for instance.  And in his letter, he used the patches of the gunship squadrons to identify himself as "one of us".
I highly object to the POLITICAL use of the membership list in this manner.  In addition, NO political material should be in any way associated with the convention, to include the placing of political material on tables or any other form of political solicitation.
I am asking the officers & board of the AC-119 association to take action to let members know that this sort of use of the membership list is not acceptable.  On the other hand, if the organization wishes to become a politicized, please let me know so that I can request the immediate refund of my dues.  
In my opinion, I did not fight in combat in Vietnam in support of any particular political party, but rather in support of the NATION.
I have also sent a note to Mr Chuck Williams condemning his usage of the membership list for political purposes.  Shame.
     Regards, 
     Paul C. Robertson 
     AC-119, Vietnam & Thailand, Sep 70-Sep 71

