History Book Project 2008 Update
We began investigating an AC-119 Gunship History Book early in our Association years.  It is an inherent & critical part of our AC-119 Gunship Association’s Mission in our By-Laws: To record, maintain & preserve the history & details of Shadow & Stinger contributions in support of our Nation during the Southeast Asia Conflict.  So, when Turner Publishing contacted Craig Corbett, wanting to know if we were interested in publishing a book on our aircraft, units, & history, your Board took it to the 2005 Association Meeting.  We discussed a similar project done by Turner for the Air Commandos, with 165 members represented, that was loved by the few who were mentioned & disliked by the many who were not.  Our membership’s consensus was we need our History Book to capture a larger representation, voting to table a decision until next year, while we attempt to collect information for next year’s reunion to then decide if we will go forward & do the book (including when).  Larry “Fletch” Fletcher volunteered as the History Book project coordinator to collect pictures, bios, & stories.
During 2006 Fletch asked everyone to send their biographies & stories.  At the 2006 Association Meeting, Fletch reported that 48 guys sent info in, & the members voted to begin a History Book Project, with Fletch as lead & Ralph LeFarth supporting the “pictures” part.
In 2007, more members submitted info for a total of 72; & the Association Board approved $1600 to format & print a sample History Book for the 2007 Reunion.  At the Reunion, Fletch displayed samples of a proposed 179 page draft Volume I for review, with sections on the 1) Lineages & Chronological Histories of Shadow & Stinger Squadrons & the 14th Special Operations Wing; 2) photos, statistics, & interior layout diagrams of the AC-119G Shadow & AC-119K Stinger Gunships, &; 3) a section with 72 Shadow & Stinger Personnel Biographies with photos, many with pictures & stories.  Seventy pages of additional war stories & memoirs were not included, & except for war stories embedded in Volume I biographies, all war stories would be in Volume II.
At the Association Meeting, Larry proposed we self-publish Volume I as United States Air Force AC-119 Shadow & Stinger Gunships & Special Operations Squadrons. Deny Him the Dark – Vengeance by Night” for $8,000, & sell it for $26.47 per Book.  Larry stated a future Volume II could include sections of additional Shadow & Stinger Personnel biographies, memoirs, war stories w/photos including stories on Gunship losses/photos of crashes; AC-119 Squadron & flight documents; & a section with crew pictures, snap shots, poems, & cartoons that have not been previously used in Volume I.
· Quoted Cost for 300 Copies Printed & Bound / Plus Cover

1. 175 pages = $7,940.00 (Cost per Book = $26.47)

2. 300 pages = $13,920.00 (Cost per Book =$46.40)
· Two History Books – Volume I & Volume II (approximately 175 pages each)

1. Vol. I – Squadron Histories / Gunship Data / Biographies (72)

2. Vol. II – Memoirs / War Stories / Late Bio’s & War Stories
After a brief discussion on the History Book’s scope & the two-Volume proposal, the members agreed the Board would meet with Larry & Ralph to determine next steps.  At the Association Board meeting the next day, the Board asked Larry & Ralph to 1) modify bios to incorporate a brief summary covering anything not related to AC-119s, 2) incorporate as many of the stories we have into the existing sections, 3) continue to gather stories with pictures & simple bios.
The Board’s intent is to continue our efforts to get a larger representation into a single volume that focuses on our Gunship & Squadron lineage & history, gunship data, special missions like MacKay Trophy, crashes, battle damage or losses, unique missions like Tank killers or huge number of trucks/sampans/TICs/etc, & individual bios (short) with that individual’s stories of life in AC-119s.  Your Board believes both a “history” as well as “our story(s)” need to be the primary elements of the History Book project.  NOTE: Although the Board was faced with a potential penalty in the tens of thousand $$ for guaranteed hotel rooms not filled, the primary consideration was to create a History Book about AC-119s, with inclusion, but less emphasis on our lives outside of AC-119s.

What’s all that mean: is the history book dead?  No way!  Your Board believes an AC-119 History Book is the most important project remaining on our “to do” list, with increasing our contacts to ALL AC-119ers a close second.  That means Fletch’s & Ralph’s efforts will be continued until we have enough inputs to publish a single volume “History Book” with as many of us represented in it as we reasonably can, & with as much in it about life in AC-119s as we reasonably can.
Some folks already submitted their bios - do you have to redo it?  Nope, we will edit it & get your blessing before publishing.  BUT, if you sent in a bio without stories or pictures, please send those!  Also, none of the existing bios will be lost.  We will archive them &, with each member’s approval, ask the Vietnam Center at Texas Tech to archive them as well.
Ralph Lefarth is learning InDesign Software (used to create Volume I) to use for the continuing layout & design of the History Book.
Bottom Lines: it is not too late to submit your stories, biography, & photograph for the History Book!  Please write & submit your stories of life in AC-119s with your bio & pictures.  Due to the length of the book & associated costs of publishing, we ask you to limit your bio to one page including your photo.
Target date to have the History Book ready for sale depends on “you” getting your stories, bios, & pictures in, our hard-working History Book Project volunteers’ time & ability to package everything, & our Association’s financial ability to underwrite printing costs.  The good news is we recently escaped a potential thousands of dollar penalty costs from our last reunion’s room guarantees.  However, we don’t have an extra $8,000 right now & we’ll address that at the upcoming reunion in Branson – bring your checkbooks as well as your History Book inputs please.  We’re planning to auction some great items to help us generate the revenue to continue this project to completion.
So, for now, if you haven’t already done so, please submit your stories & bio in Microsoft Word documents & photographs in jpg @ 300 dpi to either Larry Fletcher (fletch12@charter.net) or Ralph Lefarth (Ralph-l@sbcglobal.net.  For those not computer savvy, mail your bio, war stories, & photos to Larry at 606 Racquet Club Drive; Lake Ozark, MO 65049 or Ralph at 5754 Birch Hollow Drive; St. Louis, MO 63129-4236.
The Association has always existed to perpetuate that we did exist, did our job, & did it damn well.  Our efforts to re-insert our AC-119 in the histories of Vietnam include our need to write our History with both the historical facts & the way we saw & felt the impact of it.  We WILL create an AC-119 Gunship History Book.  The History Book project IS alive, & we have a little ways to go.  You can help by submitting your input.  We also need volunteers to help with pictures, editing, proofing, set-up, etc!  We need an aircrew & groundcrew person for each squadron (probably two each for the 18th since it’s large) to help with content searches & reviews so Ralph & Fletch can focus on layout & design format.  Please contact us if you’re interested in helping as a researcher or proofreader.  Wayne Laessig is the Board member who will help coordinate volunteers, call or e-mail him at 707-592-4492 or Qadvocate@sbcglobal.net.
AC-119 History Book Project Update 2008 + inputs

