Holiday Inn
Mr. Robert Bechtinger
Vice President
Jalaram Hotels, Inc. 
2050 N. Ponce de Leon Blvd.
St. Augustine, FL 32084
October 5, 2009
Please accept our sincere appreciation for the support and professionalism of the Holiday Inn staff during our AC-119 Gunship Reunion from September 22 through 28, 2009.

In particular, Maggie Gebert, your outstanding Director of Sales, was our “go to” person for last minute adjustments or hiccups on things we did not think about, and she handled everything superbly.

Maggie is an outstanding asset to the Holiday Inn and Jalaram Hotels, and she was a cornerstone to our reunion successes.  Please convey our thanks and appreciation.

Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association

Northrop Grumman
Mr. Rick Matthews
Vice President
5000 U.S. 1 N
M/S B01-60
St. Augustine, FL 32095
October 5, 2009

Mr Mathews,

Please accept our gratitude for the gracious, enthusiastic support given by Northrop Grumman to our AC-119 Gunship Reunion in St Augustine on September 25th, 2009.

You made our Reunion theme “We Became Shadows; We Became Stingers” a reality with the tours of your facilities and the opportunity to link our heritage and history with today’s warriors and the industrial base so critical to all of us.  The tours helped us link the present, future, and past with our Reunion.  
We recognize the pace of operations today and appreciate the volunteers who took the time to make this a memorable part of our Reunion celebration.  We salute your men and women for their support of our sister service keeping our nation strong.  Thank you!
Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association

Cc: Bill Dudley

Old Town Trolley & Tours
Ms. Luanne Hickey
167 San Marco Ave.
St. Augustine, FL. 32084
October 5, 2009
Ms Hickey
Your support was a cornerstone of our AC-119 Gunship Association’s Reunion in St Augustine, and greatly appreciated.  The special weekly rate you offered, your Trolleys, and your tour guides were a huge success and fun for all 250 of our reunion attendees.

Everyone enjoyed the tours as well as the transport to and from the Holiday Inn.  What a treat and boon to our aging but still spry combat veterans and their families!
We also could not have succeeded in our annual Membership Meeting without your assistance in transporting our veterans to the St Francis Officers’ Club.

Please accept our heartfelt thanks and appreciation.

Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association
Burkhardt Distributors

October 5, 2009

Dear          ,

It is always surprising and heart-warming when an individual and organization from outside our association steps forward and helps us make our Reunions a success.  

Your donation of 25 cases of beer really helped us keep our AC-119 Gunship Reunion costs at a level that our combat veteran retirees and families can afford.  St Augustine was great fun and your contribution helped make it so.

From our members and AC-119 Gunship Association Board, thank you.
Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association

Prosperity Bank
Mr. Chris Kaminski
Vice President
100 Southpark Blvd. 
St. Augustine, FL. 32086
October 5, 2009

Dear Chris,
It is always surprising and heart-warming when an individual and organization from outside our association steps forward and helps us make our Reunions a success.  

Your donation of 20 cases of water really helped us keep our AC-119 Gunship Reunion costs at a level that our combat veteran retirees and families can afford.  We had no idea how much having water and staying hydrated would be such an important part of enjoying St Augustine!  
From our members and AC-119 Gunship Association Board, thank you.
Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association

Chief Master Sgt. Ivan Phillips
Bartram Trail AFJROTC
Bartram Trail High School
7399 Longleaf Pine Pkwy
St. Johns, FL 32259
October 5, 2009

Dear Chief Phillips,

Please accept our sincere appreciation for the support provided by your Air Force Junior ROTC cadets during our recent AC-119 Gunship Association’s annual Reunion in St Augustine on Saturday, September 26, 2009.  We look forward to seeing these proud and professional young cadets at our reunions.  They demonstrate a professionalism and pride that impress us – as our heritage and future.

Your cadets presented our flag with pride – they looked and acted sharp beyond their years.  The AFROTC cadets of Bartram Trail High School proudly represented their school and the United States Air Force.  Please tell them our combat veterans and their families appreciated that!

Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association

St. Augustine Lighthouse & Museum
Major General Gerry Maloney USAF (Ret)
81 Lighthouse Ave. 
St. Augustine, FL. 32080
October 5, 2009

Sir,

To you and all the members of the St Augustine Lighthouse Museum and staff please accept our sincere gratitude for making the AC-119 Gunship Association Reunion X such an outstanding success.  

We greatly appreciated your participation in our Meet and greet and as our honored guest at our Banquet.  We also know the behind the scenes work to make our Farewell Barbeque a memorable event.  The location could not have been better!  

Your generous waiver of the normal use fees for the Lighthouse grounds allowed us to enjoy St Augustine and one of its treasures – an opportunity we could not have afforded otherwise.  Thanks to your leadership and the Lighthouse Museum staff, we had a great reunion.

Our combat veterans and families thank you for both your generous support as well as for your C-119 experience – we salute you as “one of us” in more ways than one.
Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association

The St. Augustine Record
Mr. Peter Guinta
One News Place
St. Augustine, FL 32086
October 5, 2009

Please accept our appreciation for the professional and timely article you wrote for our AC-119 Gunship Reunion on September 25, 2009.  The article and accompanying photographs about our AC-119 Gunship Association reflect your attention to detail in reporting, and reflect the type of media coverage we want, need, and expect in our United States.  Thank you!

You portrayed the story about our AC-119 Gunships and its crews and support staff with integrity and compassion.  Your United States Marine service and professional journalism came through – thank you for both!

Our combat veterans, their families, and our Association Board thank you and The St Augustine Record for helping us tell our story.

Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association

Ms. Gloria Hawk
19 Aledo Ct.
St. Augustine, FL 32086
October 5, 2009

Dear Ms. Hawk,

It is always surprising (and oh so refreshing) when an individual from outside our association steps forward to volunteer their time and talents to assist us with the numerous tasks that lead to a successful reunion.  We are truly grateful for assisting us with our AC-119 Gunship Reunion Registrations and Welcome Packages.

Please accept our gratitude for both what you do for our sister service in the Navy League and for your assistance to us combat veterans and families in the Air Force – Thank You!
Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association

Ms. Anita Proffitt
937 Espinado Ave. 
St. Augustine, FL 32086
October 5, 2009

Dear Ms. Proffitt,

It is always surprising (and oh so refreshing) when an individual from outside our association steps forward to volunteer their time and talents to assist us with the numerous tasks that lead to a successful reunion.  We are truly grateful for assisting us with our AC-119 Gunship Reunion Registrations and Welcome Packages.

Please accept our gratitude for both what you do for our sister service in the Navy League and for your assistance to us combat veterans and families in the Air Force – Thank You!
Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association

Ms Deloris Price
4404 Terra Verde PL.
Elkton, FL 32033-2081
October 5, 2009

Dear Ms. Price,

It is always surprising (and oh so refreshing) when an individual from outside our association steps forward to volunteer their time and talents to assist us with the numerous tasks that lead to a successful reunion.  We are truly grateful for assisting us with our AC-119 Gunship Reunion Registrations and Welcome Packages.

Please accept our gratitude for both what you do for our sister service in the Navy League and for your assistance to us combat veterans and families in the Air Force – Thank You!
Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association

St. Augustine Visitors & Convention Bureau

Ms. Farrah Marriott
500 San Sebastian View
St. Augustine, FL 32084
October 5, 2009

Dear Ms. Marriott,

It is always refreshing when an individual from outside our association steps forward to volunteer their time and talents to assist us with the numerous tasks that lead to a successful reunion.  We are truly grateful for assisting us with our AC-119 Gunship Reunion, helping our Reunion Coordinator Bill Dudley with multiple merchant contacts, golf course coordination, and making phone calls on our behalf.

Your Air Force background shines through; you set and met a high standard.  Please accept our gratitude for your assistance to our AC-119 Gunship combat veterans and families!
Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association

City of St. Augustine
Mayor Joe Boles
PO Box 210
St. Augustine, FL 32085-0210
October 5, 2009

Dear Mayor Boles,

It is always refreshing when an individual from outside our association steps forward to volunteer their time and talents that help us hold to a successful reunion.  We are truly grateful for your support during our Tenth AC-119 Gunship Reunion, September 23-27, 2009 in your wonderful city.
It was a privilege and honor to have you proclaim AC-119 Gunship Day for us!  The pride in your city is evident and deserved; and under your leadership the city and people of St Augustine provided us with a great and memorable reunion.  From our combat veterans, their families, and our AC-119 Gunship Association Board, thank you!
We salute you and the proud city of St Augustine.
Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association

Tom A. Teal, Colonel, USAF (Ret)

October 5, 2009

Colonel Teal

We were honored to have you as this year’s AC-119 Gunship Reunion keynote speaker.  We DID become “Shadows” and “Stingers” and you were one of the big reasons we did so!  Your memoirs are a treasure that captures not only how we did that, but also something personal about the men and leaders who made it happen.
Serving with our AC-119 gunships tempered many future leaders in the Air Force, government, industry, and education.  Both your presence and words showed why you are a great part of our history and legacy, as well as a leader who brought us home safely.  Thank you for all of those.

Your presentation strengthened our resolve to find and maintain our place in the annals of Vietnam and Air Force history.  Please accept the heartfelt thanks and appreciation of all who were in or supported our AC-119s.

Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association

Lieutenant Colonel Jim Breck

Commander, 71st SOS
4150 Hangar Road South East
Bldg 1000 S 

Kirtland Air Force Base, NM 87117

October 5, 2009

Sir,

Please accept our sincere gratitude for your ongoing, personal support of our AC-119 Gunship Association and specifically the 71st SOS Battle and Campaign Streamers you acquired and graciously donated.

We are proud of our combat heritage and history.  Your assistance helps us both display that pride and celebrate today’s warriors in the 71st SOS at the same time.  Their dedication, professionalism, and sacrifices humble us and remind us how our nation became great and will be great in the future.

Our members are extremely aware of the operations tempo that AFSOC and your troops endure in defense of our nation and the war against terrorism.  As Air Commandos from another war, we salute the men and women of the 71st SOS and the sacrifices they make.
Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association
Lieutenant Colonel Kent Landreth
Commander, 18th Flight Test Squadron
320 Tully Street

Hurlburt Field, FL 32544-5446

October 5, 2009

Sir,

Please accept our sincere gratitude for your personal, ongoing support of our AC-119 Gunship Association and specifically the 17th and 18th SOS Battle and Campaign Streamers you so graciously donated.

We are proud of our combat heritage and history.  Your assistance helps us display that pride and celebrate today’s warriors in the 18th FTS at the same time.  The dedication, professionalism, and sacrifices of today’s Airmen humble us and remind us how our nation became great.

As Air Commandos from another war, we salute you and the men and women of the 18th FTS.
Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association
Modern Litho-Print Co.
Ms. Monica Peters
Customer Service Consultant
6009 Stertzer Road

Jefferson City, MO 65101
October 5, 2009

Dear Monica,

Please accept our sincere appreciation for your superb customer service, patience, and professionalism on our AC-119 Gunship History Book.  It was a tremendous success at our Reunion, with everyone pleased and proud!
In particular, your assistance when we had questions on edits, pricing, proofing, electronic versions for publicity, and shipping was outstanding.  I heard nothing but praise from our book Project Manager Ralph Lefarth and our Board member Wayne Laessig.  As our “go to” person for last minute adjustments or hiccups on things we did not think about, you handled everything superbly.

You are an outstanding asset to MLP, and a cornerstone to our History Book’s success.  On behalf of all our combat veterans represented in the book, and their families and friends, please accept our thanks and appreciation.

Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association
Modern Litho-Print Co.
Justine Mengwasser, Desktop Publisher

c/o Ms. Monica Peters, Customer Service Consultant
6009 Stertzer Road

Jefferson City, MO 65101
October 5, 2009

Dear Monica,

Please extend our sincere appreciation to Justin Mengwasser for his superb customer service, technical skills, and patience on our AC-119 Gunship History Book’s edits.

The History Book pages from the families of those we lost in combat are a valuable part of our history and heritage.  Without Justin’s assistance those pages would not have been included.  The families who we sent the book to have expressed their gratitude and I know how important this is to them.  I have heard nothing but praise from Wayne Laessig, our Gunship Association Board member who worked directly with you and Justin. 

Justin is an outstanding asset to MLP, and his patient, skillful, and timely edits helped assure this part of our History Book’s success.  On behalf of the families whose son, brother, father, or uncle was lost in combat, and who is represented in our History Book, please extend our thanks and appreciation to Justin.

Sincerely,

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association
