Mr. Sininger,

 Which is your preference…Lt Gen Hester (AFSOC commander) or Col Kisner (16 SOW commander/base commander)?  First we’ll need to see if either of them will be in town and available that day.  Our goal is to have an Active-duty Commander at the Memorial Service representing our current and future Air Force heritage.  For example, Gen Robertson was our guest speaker the year before he retired.   Therefore, request Lt Gen Hester can participate, and if he is not available, Col Kisner.  We only need one.
Second, I’ll need all the minute details of your event… 

1. What is the background history of your organization?  Several years ago, a group of aircrew decided to try to bring together the AC-119 people they’d flown and worked with in Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and Thailand.  They wanted to both get together with friends they’d shared a lifetime with in their SEA tours, and to put the AC-119 role back into the history books.  That initial group’s efforts are now a non-profit Association with Life and annual members, Newsletters, a roster of over 800, and an annual Reunion. 
2. What is the sequence of events for your reunion weekend?   More than anything, the whole weekend focuses on rekindling old friendships and developing new ones, and on putting the AC-119 role back into history and perspective.

· Friday evening social gathering

· Saturday morning Association Meeting and elections of incoming board

· Saturday Memorial Service

· Saturday Evening Dinner at VFW

· Several “mini-sessions” Saturday and Sunday such as the Stinger 41crew shot down at An Loc in 1972 and the Sundog FAC who was with them; a presentation on state of the art FLIR technology, sharing of photographs and creation of “then – now” photos using scanner and digital camera, etc.

· Sunday night BBQ and Reunion wrap-up.

3. What is the sequence of events for the memorial ceremony?  See attached pamphlet draft
4. Are any VIPs expected to attend the reunion?  Any retired generals attending?

· We will have several VERY honored VIPs – several family members of those being honored as “Lost in SEA” will attend as our guests. 

· Our Association membership includes several retired generals: Gen Robertson (AMC CC and prior-year Association Guest speaker); Maj Gen Douglas Metcalf  (current-year Association Guest Speaker; Maj Gen Richard Marr (prior-year Association Guest speaker).   MG Metcalf is attending; the others may and we will advise you if they sign up for this year’s Reunion. 

· We may also have retired Col Ron Terry, the “Father of all Fixed-Wing Gunships” – he will be our 2004 speaker and is trying to attend this Reunion.  Col Terry was involved in the development of all our Gunships, from the prototype VC-131 to the AC-47, AC-119s, and initial AC-130.

5. Are any other speakers scheduled?  (Didn’t you mention retired Gen Metcalf was going to be the guest speaker?)  MG Metcalf is our guest speaker for the Association Dinner, not the Memorial Service.
- How is Gen Metcalf associated with your group?   He was an AC-119K Maintenance Officer in SEA, and he is an Association member.  

- How did you come in contact with him?   After our first Reunion, the Association expanded its membership to include any who were part of the AC-119 role – this year our roster includes not only aircrew, but maintenance, intel, and others who made it all possible.  MG Metcalf was contacted as part of our outreach efforts over the past several years. 

- What will he be speaking about?  At the Association Dinner, MG Metcalf’s topic is “From the Ground Up” emphasizing the need every part of our Air Force family to make a mission succeed.
6. What will be the order of speakers?  For the Memorial Service, our Association President will begin with a brief welcome, followed by our Guest Speaker (Lt Gen Hester or Col Kisner), followed by any family members of those being honored 

- How long would you like the Hurlburt commander to speak?   - What is the requested topic?  The Memorial focus is “All gave some, some gave all.”   Our goal is a brief presentation (not much more than 5 minutes) focusing on 1) the families of those being honored – perhaps a very personal “Thank you” to them, 2) those Association Members who were lost in SEA (we can provide a little personal background, such as Capt Hamman who died in a rocket attack in DaNang 3 months before his tour ended and his departure from the Air Force to return to civilian life and the daughter he’d never held - born while he served), and 3) our current generation of AC-130 and other airmen giving their all to the nation.
Thanks! Amy  Amy Oliver Chief, Community Relations, Office of Public Affairs 16 SOW/PAC 131 Bartley Street, Suite 326 Hurlburt Field FL 32544 850-884-6199 Fax 850-884-6093 DSN 579-xxxx


