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tac: air also led to the reduction of the time intervals between sets of 

fi!lhters to ten minutes or less. Six FACs became the norm for the opera

tion. Senior XXIV Corps officers frequently wanted to raise the number .of 

FAts assigned to the Area of Operation (AO), but because of the small size 

of the AO, 7AF felt that six was the maximum safe ·number for sustained day

to··day operati ons. 

The AO, of course, was determined by the disposition of the friendly 

trl)ops on the ground. A 11 ne para 11 e 1 to the AO and fi ve mil es beyond it 

Wail established as a "no bomb" line. Within this NBL, all air strikes were 

controlled by the Hammer FACs in their various sectors. The total area 

inside the NBL at its largest was less than 700 square miles. With multiple 

faist-moving fighters in the area, six FACs, periodic Arc Light sorties, and 

Anny helicopters operating in the area, tight command and control procedures 

we're required. Seventh Air Force felt that to introduce additiona~ aircraft 

wOI~ld have been counterproductive. Furthermore,additional FACs would not 

ha've added to the number of available tac air sorties; the area of operation 

ju'st could not accanmodate any more aircraft. 
W 

FORCES CQIo'MITTED 

Friendly Air. Air support for Lam Son 719 came from many different units.* 

The 8th Tactical Fighter Wing (TFW) at Ubon Royal Thai Air Force Base (RTAFB). 

the 12th TFW at Phu Cat, and the 366th TFW at Da Nang all supplied F-4 strike 

sorties. The 460th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing (TRW) at Tan Son Nhut 

*Units listed here are the ones with the major supporting roles. There 
a~e many other units involved on a smaller scale. 
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provided RF~~/or recce missions. F-100 sorties came from the 35th TFW 

at PhanR~qg.;,~~e,lst Marine Air Wing at Da Nang launched F-4, A-4 and 

A-6 strikes while the Navy Carrier Task Force in the Gulf of Tonkin pro

vided A-4,A~6hA'!'! ,and F-4 strikes. The 56th Special Operations Wing 

(SOW) at ~akhon PhanomRTAFB was the source of A-1 aircraft for search 

and rescu_. Th~ 18th Special Operations Squadron, also at Nakhon Phanom 

supplied AC-119K gunships, and the 16th Specia'l Operations Squadron at 

Ubon RTAFB supplied AC-130A gunships. FACs for the operation came from 

the' S04th Tactic~l Air Support Group at Cam Ranh Bay through its several 

Tactical Air Support Squadrons. The 834th Air Division at Tan Son Nhut 

providelalirequired airlift with assigned C-130 and C-123 aircraft. 

The ABCCC aircraft came from the 7th Airborne Command and Control Squadron 

of the 432d Trtw at Udorn RTAFB. The Strategic Air Command, through its 

307th Strategic Wing at U-Tapao, provided B-S2s and KC-135s. The VNAF 

provided fixed wing strike aircraft and transport helicopters from the 

1st Air Division. Six VNAF Tactical Air Control Parties were established 

to support ARVN units. 

Friendly Ground Forces. As noted earlier, the U.S. Anny XXIV Corps, 

though not operating on the ground in Laos, did' provide significant support 

for the RVNAF. The l08th Artillery Group provided supporting fires while 

the 45th Engineering Group rendered engineering support. The 101st Air

borne Division (Ainnobi1e) was the units which provided all U.S. helicopter 

support and made it possible for the RVNAF to undertake he1iborne operations. 

The 1st Brigade of the Sth Infantry Division (Reinforced) protected the 

Lam Son 719 northern flank just below the DMZ. 
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The RVN I Corps mai n forces parti ci pat; ng in Lam Son 719 were the ' 

1st Airborne Division, the 1st Infantry Division, the Marine Division, 

the 1st Ranger Group, the 1st Armored Brigade and the 10th Engineer1ng 

Group. Not all of these units were on the ground in Laos 'at the same 

time, and some of their elements did not cross the border. The maximum 

number of friendly maneuver and support troops in Laos at anyone time 

was approximately 17,000. 

Enemy Forces. It was estimated that the maximum number of enemy forces 

committed at anyone time was 35,000. Of this figure, 24,000 were believed 

to be maneuver and combat support troops, with 11,000 being rear service 
W' personnel. From his B-5 front the enemy committed three infantry regi-

ments and two artillery regiments.* From the,70B CorDs, he emD10yed two 

infantry regiments from the 304th Division and three infantry regiments 

from the 308th Division. He also used one infantry regiment from the 320th 

Division and two, infantry regiments from the 2d Division and at least two 

infantry regiments from the 324B Division. The enemy also committed an 

unidentified tank regiment, at least two artillery regiments not associated 

with any of the units already mentioned, and at least nineteen antiaircraft 

battalions. 

· .. n: ( 

." I' 

*It was difficult to determine accurately what units the enemy forces " 
came from. Figures given here are best estimates based on various mess.ages 
from General Abrams to General Clay. ' ; 
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CHAPTER III 

.,' ,'(1 ~'" '6 THE CAMPAIGN 

Operation Lam Son 719 began, as all planned offensives, with a deploy

ment an{buftd~up phaSe: u.s. forces were given the task of providing 
" 

the 10g1~iicaf sup~ort-~nd a seC!llre rear area for the MVN incursion 

forces.' For'the "incursion to 'reap the benefits of tactical surprise, the 

preparationphcise'!\ad to be executed quickly, efficiently and with a 

diversionary covet. 

DEPLOYMENT OF U.S. FORCES 

The First Brigade, Fifth Infantry Division (Mechanized) was given 

the primary combat role of providing security for the 45th Engineer Group 

which reconstructed Hi'ghway 9 within RVN, the fire support bases and the 
'. .... W 

Khe Sanh combat support base. 

Operatio~ Lam Son 719 actu~lly began at OD01H on 30 January 1971 when 

lead elements of the First Brigade .• Fifth Infantry Division attacked west 

from Fire.,Support Base Vandegrift along Highway 9. As the Third Squadron, 
. ,. .' 

Fifth Cav&lr~ advanced along the road. engineers of the 14th Engineer '. 1§/ 
Battalion installed nine tactical bridges and nine culverts. 
,1., 'J , '. 

~ . ,. , .. . 
At OS:roH; 30January" three infantry battalions began a combat assault 

. ',"" ,.. £]j 
by helicopter" fnto Khe Sanh. The assault WlS completed at 1530H without 

. • ": :: ,I ,. ~ r , • 

enemy contact. Simultaneously, the lOlst Airborne Division (AMl) conducted 

div~isfona~ymoves from 'FSB Bastogne to FSB Veghe1 then to FSB Zon. fronl . 
:- -'. ' ') t 
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,~hich heavy artillery fire was directed into the A Shau Valley. Tactical 

i!ir strikes and B-52 strikes supported these maneuvers. 

'By 1230H on 31 January Route 9 was open from Dong Ha to Khe Sanh for 
. W',· 

tracked vehicles and lightweight wheeled vehicles. The Task Force moved 
. .' ~ 

,on towards the ~ilotian border, reaching it at 0800H on 3 February 1971 • 

. The First Brigade then sent armor and infantry task forces on sweeps to the 

Inorth of Route 9 and south of Khe Sanh toward the Laotian salient. The 

lengineers continued to work on QL9 and on 31 January began the preparation 

of an assault airstrip at Khe Sanh to accommodate C-130 aircraft. 

AIRLIFT EFFORT 

The airlift of U.S. troops and equipment into Military Region I to 

,provide air and ground support for the Lam'Son operation began on 26 January 

and continued through 6 February. This deployment required 320 sorties to 

11 ft the 2031 passengers and 2541.6 short tons of cargo. The in-country 

C-130 fleet was augmented with ten additional 'aircraft from its "off-shore" 

wings bringing the number of C-130 aircraft in Vietnam to 58. The entire J 
fleet was initially utilized on an around-the-clock basis when the movement 

of the Vietnamese contingency forces began on 30 January 1971. T'le move-' 

, ment of the ARVN 1st Airborne Div.ision and the 258th Vietnamese Marine 

Brigade from Tan Son Nhut Airfield to the Military Region I bases at Dong 

Ha and Quang Trioccurred between 30 January and 6 February with 247 sorties 
, . \ . 

airlifting 9254 passengers,4nd 1703.5 short tons of cargo. Subsequent,[b 

to the initial deployment of forces, airlift operations into Khe Sanh 
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were conducted at. tile rate of 40 sorties per day during the daylight hours, 

lifting mo~ than 500 ~hort tons a day. 

The Dong Ha airfield had been closed for seven months and had to be 

reactivated for this operation. To support the airdrome operations, the 

834th Air Division directed the positioning of several USAF units at Dong 

Ha. These includw!d';a Combat Control Team for cOlllllUnications and air traffic 

control and a Mobility Team to handle the offload of passengers and cargo. 

Also. it was necessary to install a Ground Control Approach system, tem

porary airfield lighting and a TACAN to permit all-weather. 24-hour-a-day 
.\ . 

operations. 

The C-130 operations into Khe Sanh posed difficult and persistent prob

lems throughout the campaign. The A~ engineers completed the construction 

of a new assault landing strip on 4 February. The first C-130 aircraft 

landed on that day. (See Figure 7.) It was apparent that the dirt surface 

was too soft for sustained C-130 operations when the lightly loaded aircraft 

sank into it more than six inches. Consequently. it was recommended to 

the XXIV Corps Commander that the strip be surfaced with aluminum matting. 

The recommendation was approved and the engineers completed the matting of 

the assault strip on 15 February. Concurrently. repairs were being made on 

the old 3900-foot landing strip which was pocked with shell craters from 

the 1968 battles. Not until 1 March were the repairs on this longer runway 

completed. 
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When the 834th Air Division was brought into the airlift planning 

fori Operation Lam Son 119, their planners learned that the Khe Sanh Combat 

Sup,port Base was surrounded by artillery fire zones. In order to accomno

da~e the proposed airlift operation, it was necessary to establish artillery 

fi~e corridors through the area for the transport aircraft. Coordination 

wa~ effected with the XXIV Corps Artillery Officer and the air control 

ag~!ncies serving MR I, to create a corridor from Hue, a tenninal control 

zO~le at Khe Sanh and an exit corridor to Quang Tri. Procedures were 

i 

del/eloped to pennit the transports continuous access to the corridors during 

th! daylight hours and for closure of the corridors in the event of a tacti

cal emergency requiring that the artillery fire through or into them. 

Although the Khe Sanh airfield was the responsibility of the u.S. 

A~my and an Anny Aviation Facilities unit was in place on the airfield, 

t~e airdrome facilities were not adequate to meet Air Force needs for 

a,l-weather, round-the-clock operations. Consequently, the USAF 1st 

Mqbile Comnunications Group. installed, maintained and operated a GCA unit, 

c~mtrol tower, TACAN, plus runway and approach lighting. To insure rapid, 

e1~ficient cargo handling and C-130 turn-around, the 834th Air Division 

s~!nt to Khe Sanh a Combat Control Team (one officer, two airmen), a 

! 

M!Qbility Team (one officer, 15 ainnen), a Transportable Airlift Control 

Ellement (one officer, three airmen) and a maintenance turn-around team of 

~hree ainnen. The Mobility Team was equipped with adverse terrain fork 
I 

llifts and able to unload an aircraft fully loaded with palletized cargo 

1n less than five minutes. During peak operations a C-130 was arriving 
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on an average of one every eight minutes. This sortie effort was sustatned • 
primarily by positioning 11 aircraft with supporting equipment and personnel 
including aircrews at Oa Nang under a special airlift headquarters. However, until 15 February when the matting of the assault landing strip was finished 
and the C-130 resupply operations into Khe Sanh began, tlle burden of the 
logistics build-up was carried by the U.S. Army truck convoys over QL9 
from Dong Ha and Quang Tri. 

~ 

A capability for the airdrop of ammunition, rations and PDL to the 
South Vietnamese units operating in Laos was maintained throughout the 
operation. In keeping with the ground scheme of maneuver, the airdrop 
contingency plan provided for a two~ile wide artillery-free air corridor 
over Route 9 from Khe Sanh to Tchepone. A TACAN was installed by the 1st 
Mobile Communications Group for navigation in the corridor. The TACAN 
was located five miles southwest of Khe Sanh. Arrangements were made with 
I Corps G4 for the establishment of drop zones along Route 9 within the 
corridor. Supplies were stockpiled and rigged at Da Nang for this con
tingency. Procedures were developed with DASC V, the ABCCC and the 
artillery units for the implementation of the plan and communications 
were set up between the artillery and the air traffic control agencies 
for placing the artillery free corridor in effect. However, when the 
scheme of maneuver became one based on fixed fire support bases, resupply 
was accomplished by helicopters. The airlift contingency plan for fixed 
wing resupply in Laos was never used. 
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ARVN F"j re Support Base 
(12NM East of Tch2pone) 
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'ARVN ASSEMBLY .! , .:. ., 

During the deployment phase, selected ARVN units of I Corps including 

the 1st Armored Brigade, the 1st Ranger Group, two regiments of the 1st 

·.lnfantry Division, two engineer battalions and small combat support units 

moved to the Khe Sanh area. There they were Joined by the 1st Airborne 

Division and the 258th Marine Brigade. Vietnamese units joined in the 

searching operations of the U.S. task forces and prepared for the attack 

into Laos. 

The first ~ontact with the enemy came on 4 February when a U.S. 

engineer, unit w~s attacked 24 kilometers northwest of Khe Sanh. Elements 

of the 2d Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry engaged the enemy force killing five 

of them. Enemy contact remained light through 7 February. 

Preparations for the invasion culminated when tactical air strikes 

and artillery fires were put on targets in Laos in preparation for the 

initial helicopter assaults. The 14 tactical air strikes requested for this 

purpose were directed at suspected antiaircraft artillery positions rather 

than the landi,ng zone areas. These targets were selected by the ground 

commanders. Additionally, 20 strikes were placed on interdiction points 

along Route 9 beyond Ban Dong and about Tchepone. 'On early B February 
ill 

seven B-52 strikes were made in support of the ARVN invasion force. 

JUMP-OFF 

At 1000Hon 8 February, the 2d Troop of the 17th ,Armored Cavalry 

Squadron (ARVN) ,crossed the border into Laos as lead element of the 1st 
§Y 

Armored Task Force. No enemy contact was reported. 
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4th 8",. 3rd Inf Regiment, and 3rd Infantry Regiment CaJllland Post 
canplettd a heliborne canbat assault into LZ Hotel at 1045H. There was no 
contact with the enemy. The weather in this area was described as fair to , W good wi .h a: cloud ceiling of 3,000 feet and the cloud coverage was "broken." , '1: 

T ! 21st-~ BattaHon completed a eanbat assault into high ground 
overloo :1ng Route 925 and the Namxe Samou River, closing at 1500H. On 

landing, the unit received 12.7mm machine gun fire wounding 11 rangers. 
The en Iy was_ obviously present in this area. U.S. Air Cavalry gunships 
coverin the helicopter troop lift killed one enemy soldier, destroyed two t 

trucks nd fired on an enemy bunker complex causing numerous secondary 
explosi 

, 
' 

' ~' 
5 lasting 30 minutes after the attack. The rangers moved 

" -; : 

fran th LZ to take up positions three kilometers to the east on the ridge 
line and begin screening operations on the northern flanks. 

W 
,"le! oj 

Si ~ltaneously with the rangers' assault, the 2d Airborne Battalion 
was l1fti!d to a landing site two kilometers east of Objective 30. They 
arrived t Objective 30 at 1125H. No enemy opposition was encountered. 

The initial combat assault of the 1st Airborne Division was complete 
at 1700H when the 3d Airborne Battalion and 3d Airborne Brigade closed 0' .... q 

Objectiv! 31. The airborne battalions immediately began to dig in and to ,"', " ~ 

construe: fire support bases on the two hills. J f -; :. • ' 

The southwesterly thrust of the 1st Infantry Division was completed 
for the ay when the 1st and 2d Battalions, 3d Infantry Regiment landed 
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near LZ Blue, eight kilometers southwest of LZHotel. 80th battalions 
57/ 

received small arms and automatic ~apons fire in the landing zone area.--

In the center, the Armored Task Force had moved ten kilometers west 

on Route 9 by l130H and remained in this location overnight. The highway 

was in poor condition with numerous washouts, and the dense underbrush on 

the sides hampered the progress of the two airborne infantry battalions 

screening for the armored column. 
~ 

Thus the attack was launched and by nightfall 6,200 Vietnamese troops 
W . 

were in Laos. The costs of the first day's combat were light for the 

ARVN with three killed in action and 38 wounded and three missing in action. 

Three UH-1H helicopters were shot down by enemy gunners and several others 

suffered combat damage. 

The weather conditions had been marginal in the operational area 

resultin~ in some tac air missions being diverted because of low ceilings 

and poor visibility. In these cases, the fire support was provided by 
§9j 

artillery units. 

DRIVE TO A LOUI 

The weather deteriorated further on 9 February forcing postponement 

of the planned helicopter combat assaults. The ground combat operations 

progressed satisfactorily; however, the road improvement efforts of the 

ARVN engineers were severely hampered by the rain. , 

42 

'j 

--~---------:----- ----r 

[; 

r: : 
rO 

r---
[0 -



o :] 

J 
o 
J 

~ 
] 

0] 

o 

...... zn·· ... ,,;'-.... lW!;tion of Route 9 held the 1st Annored Task Force's 

'only five kilometers for the day. The other ARVN units improved 

support bases and conducted patrols in the vicinity of the initial 
, 

LZs. 0520H on 10 February a patrol of the 21st Ranger Battalion sighted 

three enllllllY t.n~~ and o~her vehicles towing artillery pieces moving on the 
. -,.~ ., -.. " 

road nor~·.Qf tl)etr, position. The Rangers set up a road block and requested 
<, ',\ '.) I ~ -~'--- .. __ • 

. air ',trikl!~' However, low ceilings and poor visibility prevented 
. ~ -~, ,~, .., 

alltil!!J'!!o f~ engaging the targets. Helicopter gunships were employed 
.. \ -

but ~,.~IIIS~I~C4!$~1rul in destroying the tanks. 'Contact with the enemy was 

corlcelnt~'.t4IG 1n the Ranger area but even here it was light. The enemy 

apllea're~1 til be protecting his assets and gathering hh forces. According 

to a report, some enemy antiaircraft artillery units abandoned positions 

Objlect:ive' A Lou1. Eleven trucks towing 37mm AAA pieces were seen mov-

ing on RoUte 9. Tactical air strites were employed with unknown 

results 
lli 

ceitings and poor visibility on 10 February delayed the helicopter . . 

of additional battalions until afternoon. Further, both LZs were 

def'en~lel~. ,Helicopter gunships preparing LZ Delta received 12.7mm machine 
.I," . 

gun SIIIIll-arms fi re. One OH-6 and one AH-l were downed. Both crews 
· ..• ;11... ' . 

were exlt,racted and preparations continued. The first lift of the 4th 

Battal ,1st Infantry Regiment, landed at 1507H with the assault com-
,§y 

1 632it. 

· initial lift of the 9th Airborne Battalion into tile LZ at Objective 
· f,. '.' '. '." . 1 

delayed by heavy antiaircraft fire. The LZ was defended by five 
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truck-mounted 12.7mm machine guns and small arms. Helicopter gunships ~ 
and USAF fi ghters were employed to suppress the enemy guns. The 1 ead "L 
elements of the battalion began touching down at 1515H and the entire battalion ~ 

W 
had been delivered by 1720H. C) 

The Armored Task Force reached the intersection of Routes 9 and 92 

at 1500H. Elements immediately began to secure the A Loui landing zone. 

Link-up between the 9th Airborne and the 1st Armored Brigade was then 

effected. Armored Cavalry elements reconnoitered Route 9 west of A Loui 

and reported it in very good condition, 
~ 

35 mph. 

capable of sustaining speeds of 

, 

Earlier in the day a disaster had befallen the ARVN Command when the 

I Corps' G3 and G4 were killed in a VNAF helicopter that crashed over the 
65/ 

battle zone after receiving 37mm artillery fire.--

With the addition of two more infantry battalions into Laos, the 

Vietnamese strength rose to 7500 men. The build-up of troops continued 

on 11 February. 

The 39th Ranger Battalion was heH-lifted to a landing zone near' 

the 21st Ranger:s position. Their lift was uneventful and completed in 
§2J 

two hours having started at 1035H. 

(, 

(,iJ 

Two battalions of the 1st Infantry Regiment made a combat assault q 

into LZ Don. The third wave of helicopters lifting the 3d Battalion came 

under 12.7mm machine gun fire and the assault was temporarily delaYed 
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while helicopter gunships placed suppressing fire in the area. The First 

Batta ion was diverted from LZ White to reinforce the 3d Battalion at 

LZ after the ARVN command received a report of a large enemy force 

1 six kilometers south of the landing zone. This lift was completed 

• Five hours earlier the 1st Infantry Regiment headquarters and two 

"'"l·t",'·; es had arri ved by he 11 copter at FSB Delta. 
§JJ 

ng the day the Armored Task Force sent motorized patrols three 

kil north "and three kilometers south of A Loui on Route 92. These 

pa s established road blocks, one of which engaged an enemy force 

two 

ng in one ARVN soldier killed, one wounded and two armored per-

carriers destroyed. 
gt 

21st Ranger Battalion position overlooking Route 925 received 

1:taICk!S-~IY-'F1re, each consisting of 40 rounds of B2mm mortars, during 
§Y 

of 11-12 February. Six rangers were wounded •. 

1000H on 12 February the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment, began 

a he1 icopter lift into FSB Delta. The 11ft was completed at noon and followed 

by lift of an engineer platoon with two D-2 bulldozers for improve-
W 

the fire support base. At each of the other fire support 

basies.I.-Hotel,. A Loui, Alpha, Hills 30 and 31 and Ranger H111--the ARVN 

improved and expanded the defenses about the artillery batteries 

and post bunkers. All but A Lou1, were on high· ground and all had 

a 1ng position overlooking an enemy avenue of travel. Later, this was 

to be as dangerous tactically as it was now advantageous. 
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SEARCHING FOR CACHES 

The ARVN began searching operations about their increasingly 

elaborate defensive positions. The 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment 

searching near FSB Delta found a weapons and POL cache which contained 

60 SKS rifles, 202 AK-47 rifles, four AA machine guns, large quantities 

of ammunition, 500 boxes of uniforms and 16,400 liters of POL. The 2d 

Troop, 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron on a search operation found 50 enemY 

bodies believed to have been killed by artillery or airstrikes. It was 

estimated that they had been dead for two to three days. Elements of the 

3d Airborne and 1st Bn, 1st Infantry, each found sizable caches. 
ill 

Elements of the Armored Task Force proceeded west on Route 9 to a 

pOint five kilometers beyond FSB A Loui. Further westward movement was 

to be keyed to resumption of the airmobile assault along the northern 

ridge which never came. 

The South Vietnamese forces in Laos now totaled more than 10,000 

men in thirteen infantry battalions, two ranger battalions, two artillery 

battalions and one engineer battalion. 
lY 

This force was deployed in positions forming an elongated crescent 

along Route 925 on the northern flank, south along Route 92, southeast-

ward to Route 926 and the RVN-Laos border. The center of the line was 

FSB A Loui on Route 9 in the five kilometer-wide Xe Pon River Valley with 

the right flank on the ridgeline of the 2,000-foot hills to the north of the 

valley and the left flank on the high ground to the south of the steep 
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escarpment wtrlc:h, foJ'll\$ the. southern wall of the valley. The hi 11 s above 

the valley are;,heavily forested and broken by numerous streams and valleys. 

The.ARVN' rive t~Tchepone temporarily lost its westward momentum as the 

unit~ sea chad for caches by day and defended their fire support bases by 

) 6 -t .', . 
Thro gh the 'daylight hours of 13 and 14 February. the ARVN searching 

parties fund truck parks. POL storage areas. food caches. anmunition 
I . 

dumps and small base camps. They found it tactically desirable to call 
.. '. 

in tactic 11 atr strikes to destroy the finds. A particular spectacular 

result of tac:tiCf;l'atr strikes on caches was witnessed by patrols of the 

21st anet ~9th' RIIIg,er Bat,talions. They had passed the coordinates of 

suspected storage a~a~ to ,their DTOC which in turn passed them to the 

FAC werki 19 ,_the. Rallger area for use as targets of opportuni ty. The area 

eight ktlll8ter~ north Qf FSB 30 was hit by five sets of fighters over 

an eight-lour period.on 14 February. The Rangers reported observing five 

anmunltiol dumps burntng and estimated the cumulative destruction at 304 
, .' '1" ill 

tons of IlII1Uii1ti on • Dense smoke covered the area for hours • 
. , .,". ,~r -.. ,-'V, ,.,I,;·~. 

Etghty-four sorties were flown on 13 February and 97 on 14 February 

by USAF fighters and gunships in support of the ARVN troops. Most of the 

daylight strikes were against storage areas. en~ troop concentrations. or 
'}fr:,!~: ~3 '. ~, ,>, .. 

en~ ar Illery positions. The night sorties predominantly supported ARVN 
.. 1. ~'i',)"{l -',') . ~ 

troops i direct contact with enemy forces. 
,'-', _:r~ .. : --:f.~ •. ) :,J2-, . ,'. 
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Each night three FACs, three flareships (C-123) and three gunships 

(AC-119 or AC-130), one of each for the Rangers, the Airborne Division and 

the Infantry Division were on station all the time. The Ranger positions 

were under almost continuous attack in the early morning hours of 13 and 

14 February for they were sitting in the middle of a sizable storage area 

and closest to the enemy's troop concentration. The enemy attackers got 

as close as possible to the friendly perimeters in an attempt to minimize 

the effectiveness of the gunships and fighter strikes. The weather was 

clear both nights and continuous air coverage was provided. 

The 8-52 Arc Light strikes in these early days of the invasion were 

against I Corps selected targets such as enemy artillery emplacements, 

known storage areas and suspected enemy troop positions. The use of 

Arc Light strikes to support ARVN troops in contact with the enemy was 
ill 

made on 14 February for the first time. More will be· said about this 

technique as the campaign progresses. 

Though all ARVN fixed positions received some attacks by fire, the 

Rangers experienced the heaviest pressure because of their proximity to 

the enemy's major forces. 

ENEMY TROOP DISPOSITION 

When the ARVN forces crossed the border into Laos it was estimated 

that there were about 23,000 North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao troops in the 

Laotian Military Regions III and IV. Subsequently the estimate was 15,000 

maneuver and combat support troops and 12,000 rear service personnel facing 
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the ·end1yr'-~~~ti~ln"hle Lam Son 719 area of operation •. Later these' \., 

finlJ .. ,.I~ we ... agai'n rev1sedto 24,000 and 11,000 respectively. 

.' 
" 

• _ (1 

~%Br c~og,/inth' th~e fnfant~y divisions employing artillery ranging 

. .. . ' 

f: t~"2~'~ a~'a' tank regiment with 120 vehicles including T -545 
:'1:!,-~! 10 ":"" ',," v~ ," "_ ' . 

n"'t .. atl~d tn the area from Khe Sanh tCi southern Laos. Its three divisions' 

had cnl,w+'ic areas of responsibility within the Corps region. The 308th 

operated from Khe Sanh to the RVN-Laos border and in mid-February 

had o~}·eg,illM!'lt eng ailed with, others enroute. The 304th Division had 

tile fpr,.the area f(OIII the border west to A loui with the 24B 
. . , 

Regjtllei~' aQd ~cI~,a,,".lements of the 66th and possibly theg~h Regiments. 

. The 32itltll O~.vtstCll\ with only the 64th Regiment assigned in mid-February 

n"", .. altllHl;~~~ ~~ ~ lOl.\i. The bulk of the 70B Corps forces were north of 

D",.,t •• I~ '~lf.~~ the northern portion ,of the ARVN line. Additionally, 

the 

the 

Regiment (Reinforced) was located north of Route 925 opposite 

lJangfilrelements~ 

:·-~;.'~i~·'f),t· \ 

; , 

aments of the 2d NVA Division and Rear Service units opposed the ARVN 
J , ' . .':' I j f,' , , 

1st positions on the southern flank and were concentrated alon~ 
t ,', i ~.:),,:, ;" ... '" .- •• ' : 

Routes 914 and 921'. Later in February, the 324B Division moved into the 

salient and joined with the 2d Division and Rear Service units to 

put hel:lvv pressure on the ARVN 1st Infantry Division and the VNMC Brigades. 
W 

" .. 

_,G 1 , ', .,' .'.. ., 

the Republic of Vietnam, the B-5 Front with the 31st and 27th, 

In""fantl~;~" RegTi~nts0,a4th and 38th Artillery Regiments and the 15th Engineer 

49 

"i,) 
",',,,, 



'; , ",', ;,' ,.',,' 

"-F' 
• r: '"""'. ':' 

Battalion, Qperated betwet!n Dong Ha and K~e Sanh with the mission of .. . .' W' ?;, "" ;ft·: . ~t,.' harassing U.S. forces and cutting the allied LOC • . \ ',' .'..' . - '.' ., v'·, ! !=:''': ." -. < . t- '~. 

The Communist forces from 10-16 February reacted to the invasion 
with an ever increasing volume of artillery and rocket attacks against 
the fire support bases from Dong Ha to A Loui. Everyone of them was hit 
several times. 

ill . ,. ';q0 

SCREENING TECHNIQUES OF U.S. FORCES ,'- -,) 

In Quang Tri Province, which was the responsibility of the U.S. 
forces, the 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry, employed a highly effective techni-
que which capitalized on airmobflity and massive firepower. Smallcombrt 
teams were moved from one terrai n feat~re to another throughout tlieAO .. ,11 
When one of the teams located an enemy force it inmediately requested'C]" 
artillery fire, helicopter aerial rocket artillery (ARA) and tactical .J 

air strikes. When a sizable enemy force was fixed, the teams reassembled 
into squads and platoons and fought on the company level under the contl"61 
of the battalion ~ommander. Employing this technique in one engagement 
on 15 February near FSB Vandegrift, 115 enemy were killed. Using highly 

j',; 
mobile combat teams with fire support enabled the First Brigade to maintain 
the security of this rather large AO. 

W i'l l'v' 

ARVN TACTICS 

The ARVN forces also relied heavily on the massive array cif u.s;,·,zt,{l 
firepower available to them in the form of artillery, aerial rock~~: art~J~r1. 
gunships, 8-52s and tactical fighters. However, they did not .empi10!16\~1.~ 
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ORDER OF BATTLE - 12 February 1971 

---------------
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1. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

s 
FSB A10ui 
FSB Hotel 
FSB 30 
FSB 31 
LZ Delta 
FSB Delta 1 
LZ Brown 
FSB Don 
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10. 
11. 
12. 

FSB Hotel II 
FSB Vandergrift 
FSB Alpha 
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techntqUfi of.,tI~ghly IIIObtle teams constantly searching the area, of opera

tions"""B,lt; l!t.Fe~ruary, it was clear that the ARVN units. especially the 

Ranger ~cl Airborne Battalions. preferred to operate close to. their fire 

suppor\~ses and to search in platoon or company size elements. This was 

less true,Qf the 1st, Infantry DivisiO!l whose battalions were. more exper

ienceJt 1n~"- terrain and the NVA tactics than their Airborne and Ranger 

compatrip~.~;, ~lements of the 3d Infantry Regiment searched far south from 

FSB Hot4l. ."pan ht Infantry Division units sent out night patrols to 
ill 

set _:SI!eSOI\ the approaches to thei r fi re support bases,. 

:Jt!J '~ ',: l',· " , 
The introduction of the 6th Airborne Battalion into Objective 31 

.' ;;).. !.: . , 
on 13 February brought RVNAF strength in Laos to 10.288. The searching 

:~ . '. 
operations continued with relatively 11ght enemy contact through 17 

,...:, 
February. On this day the 2d Battalion. 3d Infantry Regiment in a thrust 

towards Base Area 611 moved 'south to Route 92'1 interdictin!t the road and 

destroying caches. 

RANGER "HILL ~'" 
.. \ . . 

About midnight on 18 February. the 39th Ranger Battalion was attacked 
\.': 

by a two-battalion-size enemy force. Several of 'the defensive outposts 

were overrun. U.S. artillery. flareships and gunships supported the defenders 

throughout ,the night. However, the fighting went on through the day and 

night of, ,~,February. ,The enemy breached tht' perimeter defenses and 

occupied the ,outer trenches. From 1930H. 19 February to 0730H. 20 February. ., " 

seve" USAF: g~nsh1ps ,~nd .six flareships were employed, in s,upport of the . - ". " ' 

Ra'lgers~ Oq several'occasions durin~,the nightthe gunShips ~re d1recte4 
. . '.. ~ .' ; .. , 
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Iy'the ground tomnander tof1re 'tl1to the outer t~hes •. trhenfl"Oll1073C»tJ 

:0 1430H on 20 February, '32 sorties of USAF fighters struck the enemy pos~ 

,ions. He11copter resupply and medical evacuation were attempted under'\Hr 

:over of tact1ca 1 fighters, hel icopter gunships and artillery; however ,:'both 

If the first two helicopters to land were 111t by mortar fire. One sub-'i. 

:equently crashed and burned, the other succeeded in getting to fSB 30.'10, 

eavy mortar attacks continued through theaftemoon. Ccinmunicationwith:' 

:he Ranger commander was 'lost at 1820H and by 1900H the position was?1 

Ibandoned. One hundred and fi fty Rangers exfi 1 trated to the 21 st Ranger'>s' 
. §Q/ 

losition arriving at 2145H. The 39th Ranger Battalion was out of the 

lattle having suffered 178 soldiers killed or missing and 145 wounded. 
. ", .•. ~,. (10 

nly 108 members were considered combat effective on 21 February. 
. , ~ :.' ~.\qo 

luring its three-day struggle the 39th Rangers had fought the 102d NVA 
, ' §lj·,,:Q1 

tegiment. Enemy losses were ,estimated at 639 KIA: 

.Ull IN THE FIGHTING " ., .: 29b 

The enemy now divided his attention between the remaining ' Rangers 
.. I'.~.), 

md the 3d Airborne Battalion at FSB 31. Both positions received attacks 

,y fire on 21 February. However, the attacks were infrequent and not 

'ollowed by infantry. 

On 22 February~ thirteen he11copter sorties successfully evacuated d:t 

122 wounded Rangers from the 21st Ranger Battalion area. The Ranger (ZPf" 

lad been ·prepped" for nearly two hours by tactical air str1kes, he11_ YlJO 

;opter gunships, ARA' and art111ery .·None of the medevac ·choppers· sOffli!ed 
W, R 

I h1t. Fo11ow1ng the evacuation of the wounded, 400 soldiers remafftea 

It the 21st Ranger's position. 
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(l~nllfJl~iist~d 3d Infantry Regiments continued their. south-; 

ei;:;{il~ih;U~t \4;~lhj1n~'Routes 920' and 914 then movhtg northwest along 

thes.·;JJi~s·i~e1rf~t~6 anddes'troyfrtg. Orie unft found the POL pipeline, 

pre~1~~f{hif6; gJ~ships of the U.S. 2d Squadron. 17 Atr Cavalry. The 
, ~ 

pipel1M was destroyed at intervals over a five kl1ometerdfstance. ' 

TIIM' W'~(~9t~. '9f~ntff units move~ by helicopter back to the edge 
~ ,.). , 

of ~~rpllll~~~; 2,3 February, leaving only the 1st Battalion, 1st 
, " 

Infan~&'bReg,i .... ~,O!I the southern salient. It moved to a position four 

kl1c.eters north of the intersection of Routes 92 and 914. The 4th 

BattaliOn, 3d Infantry Regiment made a combat assault into LZ Brown and 
J,!fVf'111 'lOt ?';fJf")f'"T'-, " 
~~,o~rRW,~~t~)~~~~lar.ter's was "lffted with the 2d Battalion into FSB 

Delta 1. --

1'",-; .tWaM't~~~~pe fire on the pick-up zone delayed the movement 
. -. I '. 

of"~'J~$) •• lR,t¥~!)Yigi,xfsion elements to the fire support bases along 
• • L. ' 

the Au'r:ARI!!!I~i"nWowevef. the 3d Regiment did succeed in lifting -.:., T .. " _ §§j 

en'ln .. r'n:~.404!!''''r artillery from FSB Hotel II to FSB Delta I. 

'LOCiI~STlclrSO'pPORt AT KHE SANH 

. f) 

.rntl(:~':.''4tt 1 • jj"""I,)) .' .... , .. 

, A Nssive resupply eff'ort to sustain the U.S. and ARVN com~t forces 

c' MI!II! .... "!eA .. t" ,ti!'f!l ~,~anh~ combat support b~se,' It was cri ti ca lly 
.' " . . 

impol"tant tha't adequate stores of JP-4 fuel ,and illllllUnition of all types 

be Nintainect at Khe Sanh. The planned delivery of this cargo by C-130 

aircraft was delayed until 15 February by the necessity to cover the. 

ass~:t\ 'Wndf~g 's9(r'fp~ith aluminum mattfng; Until 17 February when 

C~13W)J;.r~)t~Js;~t~~8cl '4dsort1es a day, -.nsupplfes hact to 'be,' 
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transported byAnny 'trucks ,-prCH-47 "helicopters ,and U.S. ,Marine CH-53 
. 

• -. I 

helicopters. This strained the A~'~ transport capability and engineer
ing force, whfch had to expend great effort keeping Route 9 passable. 
After the C-130 operatfons began, the POL and ammunition levels reached 

• " 'i~ . , ", the desfred reserve. 

, ) 

The ARVN forces were resupplied'almost entirely by helicopter. The 
Annored Task Force and the Airborne units designated to secure Route 9 -, 
were never able to insure safe passage for ARVN truck convoys. Conse- '". " §]J 
quently, it was not a reliable means of resupply. , 

" II The helicopter traffic about Khe Sanh caused difficulties for arriving 
and departing C-130 aircraft especially during the periods whenohly one 

1 .. •• 

runway was available. These difficulties were attributed to the extremely 
high density of rotary wing traffic, a lack of air discipline on the part 
of sOll1e U.S. Amy helicopter pilots, and the low level of experfence 'of I, 

Anny tower operators in controlling the cOll1plex fixed wing and rotary 1,11 

wing air traffic situation at Khe Sanh. To correct this problem, an Ai"" 
Force control tower and operators were provided by the 1st Mobile COIIlmuni-

, ?& cations Group at Clark to ,assist in this air traffic control problem. 

Despite the difficulties, however, the resupply effort was always4l4e-
quate to sustain the cOll1bat units. 

, , 

r ARC LIGHT 

o 

() 

---.----~--, .. -----

The 8-52 Arc Light strikes provided heavy fire power for theARVN i!6,~d 
invasion force. By 23 February. 399 Arc Light sorties had been flown ,in, 
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supPb~of i.\nf1'Son 119.) Th~ cumulativetesults to that date hu:luded lOl 

enemy kined plus 813 tons of anmunition, 400 structures and, vast quantities 
~ 

of supplies and equipment destroyed.* The targets were selected by CG, 

I ~orps~,:-:~'l,!,~~~ ~~~Js, o~ vi~ual ~nd ph~t~ reconnai~.~ance as well as other 

sour~~~ N~iilnJ~l~~rce andapp~oved by MACV,' , The; targets were heavy W 

troop c~~fentt~1i"on~, bivouac areas, supply sites and bunker complexes. , 

The ARVN command reported that 8-52 strikes on 12 February had hit the 
- ,'; iv ;;..., ,,:.~ . ._' ','; ,'.:-

Head~uarters Command Post of the NVA 308th Division killing 35 and destroy-
.. !',) ,;'!;5 ":f 'J': :''i (.' 9111 i ,',- . 

- ~ I' . . . 

ing coo.mu~~;c,w,on eq.~ipment. On. 18 F,b;uary three Arc Light cens 

delivered th,eir bomb 10,ads on targets in the area cif Routes 92 and 926, 
. , f' ,': ", f_~ ~ I" .,' oj . • . • . ., ." , 

supportin~th~ southerly thrust of the 1st Infantry Division; Arc Light 
" " , ",~ t:"!, !' ,_, _ " .. , , ,_ ' .. 

sorties were targeted in the Ranger Hill area during the desperate battle 
'! '" ! . -: . -

of the 39th Rangers. The ARVN stated that these strikes "disrupted enemy 
- ,; ,': -:;:1 .'·"';·~1 ',_.'J ',. ' . '( W "" . 

operations" and killed an unspecified number of enemy soliders. More 
,.~' '; -1' ,:: .. 1>1 .,.,!_~ -; ~ ," ' , " . ' 

concrete .reports of 8-52 strike results came .on 25 February from the 3d 
. ,I: "7'~ .. ' ..... '0 :, , " . 

8att~lion, 1st Infantry Regiment which searched two Arc Light areas. It 
" , .' I 1 - "'.',' , '. ,. 

found ~ total \)f J42 enemy dead, four tons of mortars and arti llery anmu-
- " .. . ,1:1 - . :) . , . ":." ::. ' . 

nition destroyed, various pieces of military equipme~t and a large tunnel 
W 

complex damaged. A tactic of using Arc Light against enemy troops in 

contact was employed by units of the 1st Infantry,phision. They woul,ct 

des1gllate ,'targetarea where enemy troops were knowlLto be deployed. engage 

thesetrodps<1n'cdalbat: in this area prior to the: Arc, light. T111t!-Over.,Target 

and then" just before tile TOT wi thdraw from the target area •. for. a $i ngle 
~. ,\' ~ 

"'-",'"\1 ':.~"J ',', ," _ ,.1 I) r -' .. Cj :i -l.: ,. 

*Actually the results of Arc Light strikes could not be accurately deter
mineCi becallse' tae'air·-also- strutk many'of the SUM! targets •. _. J," 
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such eft!l4gementbf, the ht BJttal hm,. ~ Infantry' Regiment fin ~7 febr.uar.Y,! 
enemy soldiers were killed 'by a,i r. ~ . 

, " 

Tactical air strikes in the period 20-25 February were predominately 
.', . . ,. (' . ',' rected at known enemy pOSitions and storage areas in the daylight hours " , .... . .' . . . \ ,.'. ' to support troops in contact or to destroy trucks at night. More than 

10 sorties per day were flown in direct support of ground forces in 'the 
AO of Lam Son 719. Fully one-third of the sorties were agafnsttar:';' 
on the northern flank in support of the Rangers still engaged in 

I"cr ... ming operations. The balance of the sorties flew in the Airbornear\d 
nfantry AOs in numbers 'whi ch varied each day. Be~ause the Infantry had . 

'. ' ! , ',( I '--laa~lre!;sively thrust at the enemy's LOCs to Base Area 611, they tended to~ave 
daytime contact with the enemy and thus to employ more tactical air 

rikes, as well as Arc Lights, against enemy troops. For example, the 
Battalion, 1st Infantry located an enemy force in bunkers at 0930H on 
February. The infantrymen req~ested tactical fighter strikes on th~ :.; 
tions which were made. 

'W 11ed by air action. 

A search of the area revealed 17 enemy soidi'ers 

On 25 Februery:the NVAforces launched a generalized pffensive ~@.!gst 
ARVN pOSitions. It began with the pre-dawn attack on a 1st A1rbor;~!I;jj 

ition near FSB A Loo1. "During this engagement the friendlfes wer~ bnt; 
~;upported by a FAC (0-2), a flareship (C-123) and a gunship (AC-130) 

with fighter-strikes employing all weather d~liyery techni9"es.'~~: 
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contact continued until dawn. The Rangers reported heavy vehicle traffic 

on Route 925 and noisy troop activity near their position. They requested 
- ~ 

a flaresh1p. It was provided though the enemy was not sighted. , 

By 1100H._en~ attacks were in progress around the entire ARVN 

perimeter from·the Rangers to the forward units of the 1st Infantry Divi

sion as well as behind the lines near FSB Alpha. The persistent incoming 

mortar fire on Hotel II forced cancellation of the 1st Infantry's plans to 

abandon the fire support base and move two battalions to LZ Brown. The 

division's positions south along Route 92 received repeated mortar barrages 

followed by infantry attacks. Thirty-two tactical air strikes supported - ,- --- 'ill 
the 1st Infantry Division in its resistance to the enemy pressure. 

An F-4 delivering napalm on enemy troops 10 kilometers northwest of Hotel 

II was hit by ground fire. The pilot was killed and the backseater executed 
,- 98/ 

a dual ejection after flying the aircraft back to Phu Cat.--
- , , 

The' Rangers received heavy mortar fire followed by ground attack. 

j The Rangers chose to evacuate their vulnerable position. They were lifted 

by helicopter to Objective 30 and one-half of them were carried on to Khe 

-J 
~ 
-J 

I 
-,j 

--,j 

Sanh. The remaining 160 rangers joined with the 2d Airborne Battalion in 

the defense of Objective 30.- This position , received attacks throughout 

the day. 
W 

_ The most determined attack was made on Objective 31. The 3d Airborne 

Brigade Headquarters with the 3d Airborne Battalion. an artillery battery 

and a Ranger Reconnaissance Company occupied this post. Mortar fire began 
( 

at 0700. A FAC search"ing for 12.711111 machine gun positions two kilometers 
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northeast of the Airborne main camp sighted over 100 trenches and S~lk 

arms gunpits along the ridge line. After observing gun fire from t~e~~ 

positions, he delivered two flights of F-4s against them. The strikes hit 
. ,. t 

the enemy as he advanced to within 250 meters of the Airborne perimeter 
100/ 

defenses. The ground commander reported that an entire enemy mortar 

platoon had been killed by the air strikes. However, Objective 31 ~'as 

encircled by NVA troops. Mortar and artillery fire continued to rain bn 

the base camp. He li copter gunshi ps and arti 11 ery sought to suppress the 

I 
I 
I 
, 

I 
enemy fire between air strikes. At 1430H a FAC spotted three enemy 'tanks I 
within 30 meters to the east of the airborne positions. It was a coo~dinated i 

tank and infantry attack. The FAC directed tactical air strikes on the I 
tanks. Four A-7s delivering 16 MK 83s, fourMK 82s and four ROCkeyes-c1~st:,Oyedl 

the three tanks and killed 30 enemy soldiers. Three more tanks were seen i 

coming up the hill from Route 928. They were hit by seven sets of fighters I i 
delivering primarily BLU-27 and MK 82. During these strikes one F-4 w~s 

downed but the tanks were destroyed and 100 NVA killed. However, the 

enemy pressed the attack with more tanks and troops. A thunderstorm broke , -

over the battle area making it impossible to get fighters on to the enemy 
101/ ' 

from 1540H to 1735H. During this time a tank and enemy infantrypene-

;', 
;r. 

trated the defenses and occupied the north ilnd northwest sides of ~h!_,_ 

position forcing the ARVN troops to the southern edge. The battle,J"~,d 

into the night with USAF gunships, flareships and FACs providin~ continuouS 

support. Fires from burning tanks dotted the hill. Communications were 
. . - .... -,' 

lost at 2330H when the artillery commander called for artillery direttly 

on his position because the enemy was digging into the roof of hisi'blinker. 
10 
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. By dawn the defenders had w;thdrawn to a pos i ti on on the ri dge sou th of 

Obje~tiv. 31. The 3d Airborne Brigade cOlllllander and part Of his- staff 

were dead or missing. The enemy occupied Objective 31 with tanks and 

infantry.,·"Tactical air strikes and helicopter gunships attacked the 

en~ tan~~ t~rough~ut the day of 26 February. One compan¥ of the 3d Air

bo~ Batta1ion~ moved south and linked up with an armored relief column 

pushing up from Route 92. The relief units were stopped by heavy enemy 
., . 102/ 

resistance several hundred meters short. of FSB 31. (See Figure 10.) 

on 25 February, 108 tactical air sorties were flown in support of the 

beleaguered airborne units. Five Arc Light cells (three B-52s each cell) 

delivered their massive bombloads around FSB 31 on 26 February. The 

64th NVA Regiment with tank support had made a determined and briefly 
103/ . 

successful assau.1t. But it paid a high price. The I Corps head-

quarters reported that 250 NVA soldiers were killed and 15 tanks (12 
. 104/ 

PT-76, three T-34) were destroyed. 

The 1st Airborne Division was reorganized on 26 February when the 

2d Airborne Brigade headquarters was lifted into the LZ near Objective 30 

and assumed responsibility for the northeastern AO.· The 11th Airborne 

"'"-I Battalion follciwedthe Brigade CP into the area on"27'February . .. ~ 
.. . 
L.. 

,~ 

iLl 
. ... 

I 
I" J 

The 1st Infantry Division had a series of brisk contacts with the 

enemy on 26 and 27 February in which they had the full range of ait support. 

In searches on 27 February, they found 227 enemy killed by tactical air 
. 105/ 

or Air Light strikes. The KBA ti>tiI1 mounted on 28 February whel\i lstic 
,I ~ ;;,.' 
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Infantry elements found 47;lIOre bodies in areas hit by tactical air strikes. ., ' '.~ ;.... . " '(.:l 
Airbon)e units on. the same day found some B5 enemy bodies in Arc Li.ght", 

106/ 
target zones near FSB 31. 

. I ~)"... 

Enemy annor was 5i ghted throughout the' AO on 28 February. Tanks ," 
were seen both east and west of A Loui on Route 9 and south on Route 92C " 

107/ '. ' to a point west of LZ DOh. Tactical air strikes were credited with 
108/ destroying 15 tanks and damaging two others. At OlOOH on 1 March;q 

eight enemy tanks were sighted on Route 9 eight kilometers west of A Loui' 
moving southeast. They were observed, engaged and dispersed by a FAC and 109/ ' , , AC-130 gunship. U.S. Air Cavalry units continued to report numerous 

,,~~ 

tank sightings on 1 and 2 March; however, most of the ,tanks were stationary 
, . 

and heavily camouflaged. ,Many of the tanks were using huts for conceal.,. 'j 
, . 

ment. The pilots reported that most of the tanks appeared to be medium , .llQ/ ' 
rather than light tanks. (See Figure 11.) 

./:, 

The 1st Infantry Division continued to be in contact with the enemy 
on its searching operations. However, enemy-inithtedactivity slackened' AI:' 

noticeably, pennitting the extraction and redeployment of three battalions ll.lI " \ .. ' 
of the 3d Regiment. During this period of relative quiet, the divi~!On 
resupplied its battalions by helicopter and evacuated its wounded. ,":,;8 

e". 

" 
" 

, 
# 

; 

I , At 1850H on 1 March th, 17th Annored Cavalry Squadron and 3d Airborne \ 
Battalion in the vicinity of. FSB ~l were hit with a coordinated ta~k ,nd",jOl'" II 

I 
infantry attack by a regimental-s,ize force. Artillery, tactical air strikes. ,., \'" 

gunships and flareships supported the friendly troops until the enemy ~r~ke 
IL '. (. \ 

off the attack. This fight resulted in killing 250 enemy soldiers and I 
60 
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destrwing 15;enem~ tanks. The ARVN sUffered eight soldiers killed. 50 . .!.!Y . 
woundecl W si", Armore<l, Person~l Carriers damaged. 

During the night of 1-2 March. the 2d Airborne Battalion at FSB 30 
recltv.alnorta.,. all(\;r.oc~t, ~i.re, of increasing intensity. p.t 15300 on 
2 March. the attack-by.,ff.re was fQllowec! by a tank-supported infantry 
charge. Intense fighting continued till 2100H when a lull occurred. 
Thirty-six tactical air sorties hit the en~ surrounding FSB 30 during 
the daylight hours. AC-1l9 and AC-130 gunships and C-123 flareships were 

I 
on statian all night oyer the site. Heayy fighting broke out again about 
0300H on 3 March and continued into the daylight hours when tactical air ',; .'"," . ll2' and Arc Light sorties struck the en~ positions. The ground attack 

'. r i 
lasted ten hours with the ARVN claiming 98 en~ killed while losing one 
ARVN soldier killed and three wounded • 

.ill! 

. , '''. t 
. ~ , ~. ,J. ' • • , The locus of intense close fighting shifted back to the 17th ACS 

and 8th Airborne at FSB 31* on the night of 3 March. With the dawn the 
1,' '.ill! ARVN counted 383 enemy dead and two captured. 

It hi appllr.ent.that the widespread offensive conducted by the NVA 
70B Corps fran 25. February to 3 March was designed to halt t~e ARVN.adyance. 
inflict! heavy casualties. and fo.rce a withdrawal. Troop arid supply buf1d~up 
had occurred. along"Routes 1032 and 925 on the north and 914 and 926 in the 

• south pl"f01", to launching the offensive. It was a very "conyentfonal" 

*The terms FSB 31. Objectiye 31 and Hill 31 all refer to the same geographic posHion • 
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'.erie·S 'of battles.''-Tanksand -infantry 'assaulted fixed artille~ posf-'lj~'Jt. 

,ions. The assaults were met,though not always stopped, by air-delivered 

'i repower. 

The ARVN forces had held against the enemy offensive and on 3 ~arch ' 

:he 1st Infantry Division resumed its western drive. 

tAID TO TCHEPONE 

During the first three days of March, I Corps positioned additional 
, , 

'orces in the Khe Sanh area for introduction into Laos. These forces 

ncluded the 7th Armored Cavalry Squadron, the 2d Infantry Regiment and 

.he 258th Vietnamese Marine Brigade. With the reinforcements and a series 
t" :. 

If rapid heliborne assaults, the ARVN regained the initiative. 
; (. .. 

,Z LO LO 

The 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment made a combat assault into 

,Z Lo Lo on 3 March beginning at 1000H. The assault was interrupted twice 
, -;- l 

'y intense hostile fire on the troop-lift helicopters. Forty-two he1i-

,opters were hit, 20 were declared nonf1yab1e and seven were destroyed. 

'actica1 air strikes were called in to suppress the ground fire and the 
. ill! 

Issault was completed at l615H. (For a full discussion of the LZ\ 

,reparation see Chapter IV.) The 3d Battalion secured the area surrounding' 

:he LZ and constructed a fire support base. At OSOOH on 4 March while . fori 

earching in the vicinity of LZ Lo Lo the infantrymen engaged an .ene~,force 

.i11ing 83 of them and capturing more than 40 weapons. 
J.JJj 

~. ~'.1,-;!" ~ 

;:E~!::"ir:\;9t! 
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TM,2d Battalitarr,' .1st Infantry Regiment. was heli1 if ted into Lo Lo 

at 1150H on 4 Miarch."· It was followed by lifts of artillery. anmunition. 

supplies &Ad the 4th Battalion completing the build-up of La Lo at 1640H • 

. ' 

LZ'LIZ 
',1UC f '-l~-: ~ . ) • . , 
The 1st Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment made a he1iborne combat 

assault into LZ Liz at 1735H on 4 March. Sixty-five lift helicopters 

were requt·reO# Eighteen helicopt"rs were hit,two .of them were destroyed 
. 118/ 

while 16 were fecovered. Againen~ gunners had inflicted heavy 

damage Oft the ,Uo.J. AI'IIIy helicopter forces even thoullh sixty-one tactical 

air'Strtke.:were used in the LZ preparation. (See Chapter IV.) 

The 1st Battalion dug in and constructed a fire support base on the 

high grQund~adjlcent to the LZ. 

~ ,)",,1t :1' 

MARINES REPLACE THE 1ST INFANTRY 
"1 __ ' ' " 

While t~e 1st Infantry f{egiment moved west establishing new fire 
;,: .' ~ ': "'.j. 

bases on the rim of the escarpment, their place in the line on the southern 

flank was taken by Marine units. The 7th Battalion, 258th VNMC Brigade 

had been"inserted at FSB Delta on 2 March and was joined by the 2d and 4th 

Battalions, 147th VNMC Brigade on 4 March. The next day the 8th Battalion. 

l47th VNMC Brigade closed to FSB Delta by atr. The Marines now were responsible 
ill! 

for the security of the eastern portion of the AO south of Route 9. 

LZ SOPHIA 
.:1 .~: " 

The advance west continued on 5 March when the 4th and 5th Battalions 
. j ~ ,t, ,"( ~ . : 

of the 2d Infantry Regiment were he1ilifted from Khe Sanh to LZ Sophia. 
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The assault was tOlnpleted at 1640H. 'While the 4th ;Battalion .setabout 
emplacing the artillery pieces aridconstructfng defenses, ·,tbe 5th s.; 

Battalion pushed out and searched the surrounding area. They found af~~r 
enemy camp destroyed by air strikes. There were 124 enemy dead, 33 huts 

" 1201 damaged plus 71 weapons, eight tons of rice and 55 blocks of TNT found. 

LZ HOPE 

The 2d and 3d Battalion, 2d Infantry Regiment were delivered by ""'1<1 

helicopter into LZ Hope fran Khe Sanh on 6 March. The first helicoptertl11'< 
set down on the landing zone at 1206H and the two battalion lift of ~1".1 
helicopters was complete at 1343H.Only one ,aircraft took a hit on the1it 

assault. (See Chapter IV.) 

The infantry moved off the LZ to high ground. In searching operat~o"s 
they discovered 102 enemy killed by air, along with five trucks, six 12.7mm 

, - , i;'" 
mach i ne guns, 225 ga 11 ons of POL in drums and assorted small anns. El ements . 1211 of the 2d Battalion then moved southwest towards the town of Tchepone. 

I ~" bd 

SEARCH AND DESTROY 
,', :: f -" . 

Throughout the area of operations the ARVN forces searched 1n the .,brt 
vi ci ni ty of the fi re support bases and engaged the enemy in small uni t.: ,·8 

actions. They continued to find evidence of "substantial enemy equipmel)~f'~' 
122/ and personnel losses as a result of tac air and Arc Light strikes.", "; ..,ol 

The 3d Infantry Regiment cOllllland post at FSB Lo Lo received an attack-by-·ce 
;... ,'I

l
_ .\J fire followed by enemy infantry. The enemy force was repulsed with 31 ... -

, ~(; 

i11ed. Several Airborne units received mortar attacks with little damage 123/'" or: 10 sustained. 
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The 3d' Battalion VNMC was introduced to FSB Hotel along with the 

9th Battalion, 369th Marine Brigade. Six Marine battalions were now in 

Laos. South'Vietnamese strength in Laos reached 16,844 with 18 battalions 

of infantry (including Airborne), four artillery battalions, three armored 

cavalry squadrons, two engineer battalions and six Marine battalions. 
': . 

All Rangers were removed from Laos and conducted their operations in the 

remainder of the campaign from the 1st Ranger Group headquarters at FSB 
124/ 

Phu Loc. 

HIGH WATER MAR~ -, TCHEPONE 

The invasio~ reached its high water mark on,7 March when three battalions 

of the 2d Infantry Regiment conducted operations in and about the town of 

Tchepone. The 24 Battalion searched in and north of the former town site. 

The Third Battalion searched southeast of the town on the north bank of the 
"'" .' ,! 

Xe Pon River. The 4th Battalion had moved northwest from FSB Sophia and 

searched on the south bank of the river. The 5th Battalion remained in the 
, 125/ 

vicinity of FSB Sophia. 

The 2d Battalion reported finding 1220 122mm rockets destroyed by 

an Arc Light strike at 1300H and observed 500 secondary explosions, two 

kilometers northeast of Tchepone, following an Arc Light Strike at 1430H. 

FACs reported observing over 1600 secondary explosions from the same area 

on 8 March after a tactical air strike. One kilometer south of this pOint, 

ttie 2d Battalion discovered 52 dead bodies and a cache of stored weapons on 
126/ 

8 March. 
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Resupply missions were flown to all fire support bases on7 and 8 
March. Contact wHh the enemy was 1 i ght except at FSBs Lo Lo and De 1 ta. 
Both of these sites experienced mortar and rocket attacks followed by 

1?JJ multi-company assaults. 

Saturation search operations continued on 9 March by all units of the 
1st Infantry Division. A total of 59 enemy bodies and numerous destroyed 
supply caches were found in areas hit by tactical air strikes. The 1st 
Infantry Re9iment observed enemy tanks near its command post. The tanks 
were hit by 155mm and 175mm artillery resulting in three tanks destroyed 
and five left burning. The 4th Battalion of this regiment engaged an enemy , . 128/ force south of the Xe Pon River killing twelve Communist soldiers. 

" 

Ground searches on 10 March confirmed more enemY killed by Arc Light 
strikes. Six kilometers southeast of Sophia, 391 bodies were found, 144 
were counted in the 1st Infantry Regiment area, 150 near FSB 30 and 60 just 129/ 
north of FSB Delta. 

I All three battalions that had been searching in the Tchepone area I 

'IWithdreW on 10 March to the escarpment and deployed to the east and south . ' 130/ 
\towards the high ground above Route 914. 
I: 

'IENEMY BUILD-UP 

II At 1230H on 10 March FSB Sophia received 122 rounds of mixed 82mm , 

land 122mm mortar rounds. Twelve ARVN soldiers were wounded and six 105mm , ill! 
Irowitzers were damaged. Though en~ resistance to the Tchepone raid 
had been very 1 i ght, there was reason to bel i eve that the NVA was prepari ng 
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for "nl.,tlN!!I" Qffeafive. Sensor detections showed heavy traffic on all ,routes 

rnm'trld, i ntaJ tJle, battle area duri ng the week of 3-10 March. Traffi c on 
, 132/ 

RoU'tesl .• 10321t!. 91.118: .rid 92A was especially heavy. Ten southbound tracked 

were detected moving along Route 914B sout~ of FSB Liz. Likewise, 
, 133/ 

SO~ltnl~OUlla tracke4:v,hicles were detected in the Ban Raving entry area. 

708 torps\,and attached units had suffered approximately 12,000 

es (i,nc1l1ding over 3,000 KBA) since the Lam Son operation began. 

osses·were apparently replaced by the introduction of five more regi

Ato the war zone" Combat troop strength rose to more than 24,000 
, , . . 

in sONe twelve infantry regiments, two artillery regiments and 

regiment. Additionally, there were 11,000 rear service troops in 
" ,.' 

The forces were approximately evenly divided in their deployment 
. ',," .' . 134/ ' 

south of the ARVN position. With its units replenished and 

reinforced • th8 NVA ~OIII11andwaited for the opportunity to mount a heavy attack 
•• : _.J ' ":_,' , 

the South Vietnamese in Laos. 

Tchepone raiders (2d Infantry Regiment) continued their easterly 
. 'q:,~ '." ., . 

depl on 11 March. The 2d Regiment headquarters, the 2d and 5th 
, "1 !'i3:i::,-t ',' r ·-r ' 

ons and a'10snm artillery battery were helflifted from LZ Liz to 
:. i !::o,'" ;;, :(\, . , 

LZ "leapfrogging" over the 1st Regiment at Lo Lo into the center of the 
') "( t):,;'~' . 

1st Tnlf' .. n'~..., Division's positions on the .escarpment. The 4th Battalion 
. ". .',' , ". .' 135/ 

around FSB Sophia and the 3d Battalion secured LZ Liz • 
• ~:" .... :r 

12 March.!~·2d Regiment and its accompanying two battalions 
. ..'. . 

estab1 shed a neW fire support base at Sophia East (one kilometer west 
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of LZ Brown). The 3d Battalion was lifted out of LZ Li% and arrived at 

LZ Moon (adjacent to FSB Sophia East) at 170BH. IlII11ediately after this 

lift, the 4th Battalion was extracted from FSB Sophia and closed on LZ Moon 
136/ 

at 1835H. The 2d Regiment consolidated its position and prepared for 
- ill.! 

an attack south to interdict Route 914 at Cua Viet and Cua Tang. 

The 4th Armored Battalion (Composite) Joined the ARVN forces in 

Laos on 13 March. Its 260 personnel 1n 30 M41 tanks, nine "'113 armored 

personnel carriers and two M548 light tracked recovery veh1cles moved along 

Route 9 to FSB Alpha to aU!Pt!nt route security operations. South Vietnamese 
_ 138/ 

strength in the Laotian AO reached 1ts peak of 17,104 on this date. 

The 1st Infantry Div1sion continued its search1ng operation and 

redeployment maneuvers. The 2d Regiment command post moved by a1r to 

FSB Delta I. The 1st Regiment received three DIOrtar and artillery attacks. 

of increasing intensity on FSB Lo Lo and v1cinity. These attacks-by-fire 

proved to be the prelude to four days of bitter fighting. 

WITHDRAWAL FROM LAOS 

The orderly, phased redeployment east along the escarpment with thrusts 

south to Route 914 wh1ch began on 10 March had met only token enen~ resistance. 

The 2d Battalion. 2d Infantry Regiment. prob1ng south on 14 March reached 
. ,-

the edge of the h1gh ground overlook1ng Route 914 and estab11shed a posi-

tion two kilometers north of the road and conducted small unit probes down 
139/ 

to it. Elements of the 2d Regiment reported that tactical air strikes 

destroyed two PT-76 tanks and an ammun1t10n cache one kilometer east of LZ 
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Br*,; La,tlN"lthey reported a battaliQII she enemy force two kilometers, 

west of thl tank site but ,adverse weather prevented tactical air strikes 
140/ 

Oft,the IOsitiOltI' " On the same day I FAC reported observing six enemy 

tallies 1 i kilCilleters west of FSB A Loui on Route 9. The ,tanks were engaged 
'ill! ' 

and des ~royed-,IIy)tactical air., ' It was clear that the entIIIY had timed 

his off ms1 .. maneuvers to strike the MYN forces in the most vulnerable 

phase o' thei" opera ti ons, the wi thelrawa 1 • 

L 0 LO A IANDONED-

Frm,0600H on 14 March until llOOH on 17 March, the 1st Infantry 

Regimen1: was in almost continuous heavy contact with enemy troops. FSB 

Lo Lo r~!CeiVed mortar, rocket and lSs.. artillery fire throughout 14 and 

15 Marc I. Resupply helicopters were unable to land at Lo Lo because of the 

intense ground fire. At 2200H on the night of 15 March the 3d Battalion 

and· the 1st Infantry Regiment c~d post abandoned Lo Lo and moved to 
I , 

the hi I ground two kilometers east of the LZ. Four 155mn howitzers were 

destroy ,d in place prior to the evacuation. Four 105mn howitzers and one 
, , 142/ 

155mm h itzer had been heavily damaged by enemy fire. Before the 1st 

Regimen: withdrew, a high price was exacted from the attacking enetl\Y. The 

enany' i ,fantry sought to get as close as possible to the friendly positions 

to avoi \l'.S~ 'air strikes. However, the 1st Regiment's commander called 
, 143/ 

fott· B·5 ' strikes: within 500 yards of his position. ' The commander dis· 

contfnct tactical air support the night of 17·18 March just before his with

drawal. The regiment continued to engage the enemy while moving north and 

east of the' escarpment and preparing for helicopter extraction on 18 March • 

• : ,1 __ 

69 



SECREt 

In the three ct.ys of intense fighting. around Lo lo, NVA losses were put)tt 

1100 killed while the 1st Regiment suffered 66 soidiers ki.lled and 192 

wounded. The 1st Regiment command post plus the 1st. 2d and 3d Battalions 

were extracted from Laos to Khe Sanh on 18 March completing the lift at 
144/ . 

1230H. The 4th Battalion covered the Regiment's withdrawal and was i~ 

i ntermi ttent heavy contact wi th the enemy through the ni ght and until its 

extraction on 18 March. Fifty infantrymen including the Commander and ',. 

Executive Officer of this battalion were killed and 80 wounded. But the 
. 145/ 

4th 8atta1ion with air support killed 567 enemy soldiers. The 4th 

Battalion closed Khe Sanh by air at 1644H, 18 March. 
·1'" 

THE RAIDERS ARE BLOODIED 

Initially during this four-day battle of the 1st Infantry Regiment •. 

the 2d Regiment had continued its searching and destroying operations. 

It called in numerous air strikes on base camps. supply caches. and enemy 

troop concentrations. In its searches from 14 to 17 March. its units found 
146/ 

literally hundreds of enemy bodies obviously killed by air strikes. . ,.:' 

However. enemy pressure on the 2d Regiment mounted and its 2d Battalion 

which had been operating near Route 914 moved north to join the battalions 

operating in the FSB Sophia East and LZ Brown areas. The 2d Regiment CP . 

had moved to FSB Delta I several days earlier. By 1000H, 17 March all •. : 

four 2d Regiment battalions were on the high ground inmediate1y south 0(. 

LZ Brown and moving east toward FSB Delta I. "The 5th Battalion which c,:, 

remained in the LZ Brown area to screen the withdrawal. reported that SO" 
147/ 

enemy were killed by tactical air strikes during an engagement. ThtH 

5th Battalion was extracted by helicopter to Khe Sanh on 18 March completing 
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SECRET 

148/ 
ot 1545H. The other three battalions moved off the escarp-

NVA 

ng the·night of 18-19 March. Large, well-coordinated, main force 
were now· conducting heavy attacks on the infantrymen. These forces 
throwers and heavy artillery. Rear service units moved with them 

enipltlvllna antfaircraft artillery, thereby making resupply of the fire 
-

sU~lpor'j~ bases not feasible. Thirty-two tactical air strikes were flown 
i n SU~II)OI·t of the 2d Regiment in addi ti on to U. S. Army gunshi p and arti 11 ery 
SU~IPOI·1t. U.S. Ail' Force gunships and f1areships covered the unHs throughout 

c1a 

As 

such 

of 19 March as they moved towards FSB Delta I. The 2d Battalion 
85 en~ killed in the day's battle, the 3d Battalion reported 87 

149/ lled and the 4th Battalion reported killing 195 Communist soldiers. 
fought their way toward FSB Delta I, that position was receiving 

." • .,m,'!: mor~r and artillery fire that only one of 26 requested hel1-
copter resupp1y.sorties landed on 19 March. Artillery pieces and ammunition. ': 1. ' 

destroyed by enemy fire. The position could not be held if it . ,! 

be resup~lied. The 3d Battalion was extracted by helicopter 
ck-up zone four kilometers west of FSB Delta I, but 28 of the 40 . 150/ he1icrll:ltJ~r!l. in the 11ft received hits and were rendered nonf1yab1e. . 

The antiaircraft fi re forced the termination of efforts to extract 
the ning two battalions on 20 March. The remainder of the 2d Regiment 

to find more suitable pick-up zones. They were finally extracted 
on 21 Marl~h and closed Khe Sanh at 1830H exhausted and bloodied • .J 
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HASTENED WITHDRAWAL 

Beginning on 18 March every ARVN position was hit by mortar, rocket and 
artillery fire. The airborne battalions on the northern flank received 
these attacks both day and night. Helicopter extraction of the most exposed 
unit, the 2d Airborne Battalion was attempted on 19 March but was cancelled 
after three tries because of very heavy ground fire on the LZ. The 2d and 
7th Airborne Battalions remained in heavy contact with the enemy on the 
northern flank while the 1st Airborne Brigade and the Armored Task Force 
evacuated FSB A Loui. The 2d and 7th Battalions were extracted on 20 March 
completing the lift to Khe Sanh at 1815H. Both battalions were lifted on 152/ 
to Dong Ha closing at 1930H. 

EVACUATION FROM A LOUI 

The 1st Airborne Brigade and the Armored Task Force (llACS, 17ACS, 
SABN and 9ABN) began the withdrawal from FSB A Loui at first light on 19 
March. By 0730H the last elements of the column observed four enemY tanks 
moving towards A Loui and about one kilometer away from the site at that 
time. The tanks were stopped by artillery fire and subsequently destroyed 153/ . by tactical air strikes at 0950H. The task force then proceeded east 
on Route 9 toward FSB Alpha. Four kilometers east of A Loui the end of 
the column was ambushed even though airborne troops were reportedly pro
tecting the flanks. Rocket propelled grenade fire disabled one or more 
vehicles blocking the road. The column had included four disabled tanks, 
three disabled armored personnel carriers and three hOWitzers that were 
being towed. In the confusion that developed during the ambush, these 
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uAI''i,.l1''i):.An6." others were abandoned. Though tacti ca 1 fighters and he 11-

cMtel'1 gullStlfps were available, neither was requested by the task force 

cOlllllllfrllfelPl. ':itater the commander requested air strikes on the vehicles 

been abandoned in order to prevent their use by the enemy. Tacti-
154/ 

strikes destroyed 18 vehicles. The armored column reached 
~U~tt) 2J' (~" -~ 

and remained there overnight. The 4th Armored Battalion 

(COImpoisfte) and the llth Airborne Battalion joined the column on 21 

Khe 

. f , .' f, ,..;. 

it proceeded east. Helicopters lifted seven l05mm howitzers, 

howitzers, one 3/4 and one 2/1.2 ton truck from FSB Alpha to 
) l. ."'t", 

on 20 March and the 1st Airborne Brigade CP, 5th Airborne Battalion 
j,) ;- r )~; 

and of two artillery batteries on 21 March. With the departure 
II ' ,,'~.." 155/ 

of armo~ed column FSB Alpha was closed • 

. 'JbSoutll.1Yietnamese units were under attack by enemy forces on 

2Oo .The Marfnes holdfng the southern flank at FSBs Delta an,d Hotel 

were 'such heavy indirect artillery fire that the helicopters could 

not resupply" Delta was under heavier attack than Hotel. To break 

it-. Arc Lfght strikes were put in around the Delta perimeter, three 

on- 'souttr', tlIIIo on the east and three on the west. Contact was temporari ly 
156/ 

broll~eftl'; .. , i' ' 

", }" 

NVA 324B Division with at least two regiments, the 29th and B03d, 
.f " 

ttE!I1Tll,lted to smash the Marines and cut off the ARVN withdrawal down Route 9. 
• '-1 ," 

HOIoIlIlver. the Marines held and inflicted heavy losses on the NVA. The 147th 
. -~'tI "lJr\,--, .;);-jJ '" ~.:" 
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VNMC Brigade at FSB Delta reported that during the period from 1800H 19c. 
March to0600H 22 March, 1000 enemy soldiers were killed (400 by air 

157/ strikes) and five captured while 85 Marines were killed and 238 wounded. 

ARMOR IN TROUBLE 

The Armored Task Force with its attached airborne units made its 

o 

way toward FSB Bravo on 21 March. The column was attacked by a two-battalion- 0 
size enemy force at 1130H five kilometers west of the RVN-Laos border. 
The 7th and 11th Armored Cavalry Squadrons and the 8th Airborne Battalion 
were engaged by the attackers. The 6th Airborne Battalion joined in the () 
battle which raged for seven hours. Tactical air strikes, helicopter 
gunships and U.S. artillery supported the ARVN units throughout the day. 
When contact was broken at 1830H, 32 ARVN soldiers had died, 135 were 
wounded and the destroyed vehicles included ten M41 tanks and 13 Ml13 
armored personnel carriers. Faced with a road littered with damaged and 
destroyed vehicles, a culvert washed out·and the threat of more ambusheSi 
the Armored Task Force Commander chose to turn his column of 100 vehicl&$ 
from the road and take an alternate route to the border. The task force,; 
and its airborne screen spent the night near FSB Bravo. The enemy harassed 
the force intermittently during the night but the contacts were not seriGus. 
Three AC-130 gunships were employed with FACs and flaresh1ps throughout the 

158/ night, to aid in fending off the attackers. In the morning the column 
reach~d the Xe Pon River but was unable to find a suitable ford. Bulldozers 

t, and engineering equipment, as well as POL, were delivered by helicopter 
on 22 March to facilitate the river crossing. To protect the column while 
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it,Wti9,~d" at [tile" edge, of the river, five, airborne co. mpanies were 

dePAo~j\9ftft G~Route 9 'towards, the border and the 9th and 11th Airborne 
I 

B6ttal~intlilofM:1aCross the riVer and established positions. to the east 
1591 

of it , "iJ "",r'", ;"0""';' .. ' , 
• l- !'" .' , 

J1M 19Vf1 "~li:t t)"~.O'J :''1; ); . 
; 

At 1130H a fAC reported sighting an estimated 20 enemy tanks located 
.'J rw '}~,.'()1 A~~: ;")~C"" ,"," . 

ei9ht ki~ ~~rsW7st ,?f ,~he rear of the ARVN column. Five minutes later 
. 0 .. " ~ h'; .'" t, . . 

a second =AC confirmed nine enemy tanks moving east on Route 9 at about 30 
',,' 'I:' ',) ,,' . J .::-:~: v ':, " ' , . -

miles perl hour. He requested tactical fighters and shortly thereafter a pair 

of F: lOO'~ll :n~a~~~';:he' 'lead tank, then only five kilometers from the friendly 

). al"!",~r:~~:tlls~ib,~ce;~ .. Tlh~e" fighters were equipped with close air support 

ordna!,ce I'snake ~nd nape" (I« 82, 500 pound, high drag bomb; and BLU-27, 
I, > • U 1,1 I \ '." .; ',_ .-, ',I . I • 

napa1ml:.,)r~~s;ini~}"a1, ,sfet "Of F-100s delivered its ordnance on two T-54 

tanks ~itl,out results. The second set of F-100s came on station and the 
, 'I 
FAC d'irecited them on to the lead tank, a T-54. The number one fighter 

misged'~tKl! tant on hiS' first pass' and the number two F-100 took heavy 

automa'tf9 WeapOM fi'!'e and crashed. The 1 ead F -100 made a second pass, 

destrdyin!g the' tank' with a direct hit. This attack was immediately followed 

by anOth'e!"flfght of F.;.10OS that destroyed a second T-54. The third,T-54 

h1tl' linidlnfnl!' and! 'wa~ 1111110bilized. It was then struck by an F-1OO flight 
, 1601 

and destr!Oyed. The rest of the tanks (PT -76s) dispersed and headed 
! 

for coveri. However, two PT -76 tanks were destroyed by an F-4 fl i ght before 

reaching la safe haven. The threat to the retreating ARVN column had been 
';' . .. .~: "I' j v', 'oj : "~ • .' : 

temporarily thwarted. 
) ... : ,:,;.: '. . .:d . ., .. : ; , I" . 

J~ ':JW :1 '1<~J (.,.,cd .'i·.~t-!(j! 
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The Armored Task force continued ftsengfnetring efforts ~, prep~re o 
a crossing site at the Xe Pon River • .;However, the site was not ready Il,~ 

nightfall so the column of vehicles remained on the west bank of the riv~r 
through the night. There was no contact with the enemy during the hours,4>f 0 
darkness. At 0630H on 23 March, all the vehicles had crossed the river and 
were rolling east to the border. Link-up of the Armored Task Force with 
elements of the U.S. 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry (Mech) took place at 091sk. 
The ARVN 1st Armored Brigade crossed back into the Republic of Vietnam 43 
days after it had left with only 89 vehicles (22 M41 tanks, 54 Ml13 armored 
personnel carriers, seven M-106~ater trailers, two M125 heavy cargo trucks, 

. l§lj." three M548 light recovery vehicles and one 0-2 bulldozer). But, it had 
< -,-,-, evaded with the help of tactical air the disaster planned for it by the 

Communists. From 19 March to 23 March, tactical air strikes destroyed or 
severely damaged 30 enemy tanks. 

,', 
..Ihe 1st Airborne Division and the 1st Armored Brigade were home 4gain. 

The 1st Ranger Group and 1st Infantry Division were already out thus,. ;", 
only the six battalions of Marines and the stragglers remained in Laos.,,! 
As the ARVN units returned to Quang Tri PrQvince (Lam Son East), they d~loyed 
to engage en~ forces in the Republic of Vietnam in the remaining day~;~f, 
Operation Lam Son 719. I" , 

ALL OUT BUT THE STRAGGLERS 
. I . 

., ~ 1'"'1 - . While the Armored Task Force was wending its way towards the border, 
. " ,ell the 147th VNMC Brigade at FSB Delta was in a desperate fight against ene~ 

tanks and infantry. Its three battalions with nine 105II1II howitzers were 
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surrounded b~ the en~ and in continuous contact from 21 through 23 March. 

Forty tactical air sorties were flown in a two-and-one-ha1f-hour period 
162/ 

(0725H-1006H) on 22 March. Poor visibility and low ceilings prevented 

any more sorties unti1midafternoon. Evening ground fire was too intense 
I" J,' 

for helicopter resupply or medical evacuation. During the night of 22-23 

March ~SAF f1~reships and gunships were on station over FSB Delta but did 
I , 163/ 

not filre because of uncertainty as to the Marine positions. In the 

early norning hours the brigade moved off FSB Delta to a position on the 

ridge Ithree kl1aneters northeast of Delta. The Marines destroyed their 

remaining artillery at the fire support base before departing to find a 

suitable pick-up zone for helicopter extraction. From 1100H to 1300H 12 

tactic~l air strikes 'struck FSB Delta to destroy the ammunition and kill' 

enemy Iioldiers. Extraction of the 147th VNMC Brigade began at 1400H on 23 

March )ut enemy antiaircraft fire became too heavy by 1453H to continue 

the liFt. Four hundred thirty Marines (of whom 200 were wounded) had been 
, 164/ 

extracted by the time the lift was suspended. The remainder of the 

brigad! moved east towards FSB Hotel to join with the 258th VNMC Brigade 

defending that position. Both brigades were he1i1ifted out from FSB Hotel 
, 165/ 

on 24 larch. All units were out of laos by 1735H. 

TIe 44 days of fighting cost the South Vietnamese 1118 killed, 4081 

wounde and 209 missing. The ARVN estimate of the enemy's losses show 

13,341 killed (4126 killed by air) and 51 captured. More than 8,000 tacti-
166/ 

cal aii strikes were flown by all the air services involved in the campaign. 

The c,IPaign was a stringent test by fire of the South Vietnamese fighting 

77 



"-"-"-"-"----.----.--------~-----------

ability, helicopter mobility in the battle zone and USAF striking power () 

in close air support of ground forces. 

LAM SON EAST 

The U.S. Forces in Quang Tri Province who protected the allied LOC 

and provided the logistical support for the Vietnamese troops in Laos had 

a very busy 44 days. The Communist B5 Front made a concerted effort to 

disrupt the flow of supplies and equipment down Route 9. The difficulties 

in constructing and maintaining landing strips at Khe Sanh for the C-130s 

forced the U.S. Army to transport more of the material by truck convoy 

than had been planned. These convoys were lucrative targets for enemy 

ambushes. These ambushes occurred on a daily basis despite the efforts 

() 

() 

o 

of the mobile combat teams fielded by the 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry to () 

screen the route. 

Every combat support base (Dong Ha, Quang Tri, Khe Sanh and Oa Nang) 

and all the fire support bases received mortar, rocket and sapper attacks. 
. . 

The frequency and severity of these attacks appear to have coincided with 

the ebb and flow of the NVA offensives in Lam Son West (Laos). The most 

severe attacks were directed at Khe Sanh. It received daily mortar and 

rocket attacks beginning on 19 March. Four attacks by fire, including 59 

rounds of 122nm artillery, hit Khe Sanh on 21 March killing two U.S. soldiers, 

destroying the primary control tower and damaging the landing strips suffi

ciently to close the field. A sapper attack made under cover of an artillery 

barrage on 22 March killed three Americans and wounded 13. Two helicopters 
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