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@ tac air also led to the reduction of the time intervals between sets of
fighters to ten minutes or less. Six FACs became the norm for the opera-
tion. Senior XXIV Corps officers frequently wanted to raise the number of

@ FACs assigned to the Area of Operation (AQ), but because of the small size

of the AQ, 7AF felt that six was the maximum safe number for sustained day-

to-day operations.

The A0, of course, was determined by the disposition of the friendly
troops on the ground. A 1ine parallel to the A0 and five miles beyond it
O was established as a "no bomb" 1ine. Within this NBL, all air strikes were
controlled by the Hammer FACs in their various sectors. The total area
inside the NBL at its largest was less than 700 square'miles. With multiple |
o fast-moving fighters in thg area, six FACs, periodic Arc Light sorties, and
Army helicopters operating in the area, tight command and control procedures

were required. Seventh Air Force felt that to introduce additiona} aircraft

e would have been counterproductive. Furthermore, additional FACs would not

have added to the number of available tac air sorties; the area of operation
4y

just could not accommodate ény more aircraft, ' 1

FORCES COMMITTED

Friendly Air. Air suppoft for Lam Son 719 came from many different units.*

The 8th Tactical Fighter Wing (TFW) at Ubon Royal Thai Air Force Base (RTAFB),
the 12th TFW at Phu Cat, and the 366th TFW at Da Nang all supplied F-4 strike
sorties. The 460th Tactical Reconna1ssance Wing (TRW) at Tan Son Nhut
O *Units listed here are the ones with the major support1ng roles. There
’ are many other units involved on a smaller scale. :
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provided RF-4Cs for recce missions, F-100 sorties came from the 35th TFW
at Phan.Rang, .The. 1st Marine Air Wing at Da Nang launched F-4, A-4 and
A-6 strikes while the Navy Carrier Task Force in the Gulf of Tonkin pro-
vided A-4, A<6, A-7 and F-4 strikes. The 56th Special Operations Wing
(SOW) at Nakhen Phanom RTAFB was the source of A-1 aircraft for search
and rescue, The 18th Special Operations Squadron, also at Nakhon Phanom
supplied AC-119K gunships, and the 16th Special Operations Squadron at
Ubon RTAFB supplied AC-130A gunships. FACs for the operation came from
the 504th Tactical Air Support Group at Cam Ranh Bay through its several
Taéfiéal'AiF Sﬁpbaft Squadrons. The 834th Air Division at Tan Son Nhut
prov1dedhal1*}equ1red airlift with assigned €-130 and C-123 aircraft,

The ABCCC afrcraft came from the 7th Airborne Command and Control Squadron
of the 432d TRW at Udorn RTAFB. The Strategic Air Command, through its
307th Strategic Hing at U-Tapao, provided B-52s and KC-135s. The VNAF
provideﬁ ff&ed wing strike aircraft and transport helicopters from the

Ist Air Division. Six VNAF Tactical Air Control Parties were established
to support ARVN units.

friendly Ground Forces. As noted earlier, the U.S. Army XXIV Corps,

though not operat1ng on the ground in Laos, did provide significant support
for the RVNAF. The 108th Artillery Group provided supporting fires while

the 45th Engineering Group rendéred engineering support. The 101st Air-
borne Division (Airmobile) was the units which provided all U.S. helicopter
support and made it possible for the RVNAF to undertake heliborne operations.,
The I1st Brigade of the 5th Infantry Division (Reinforced) protected the‘

Lam Son 719 northern flank just below the DMZ.
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The RVN I Corps main forces participating in Lam Son 719 were the

1st Airborne Division, the Ist Infantry Division, the Marine Division,
the 1st Ranger Group, the 1st Armored Brigade and the 10th Engineering
Group. Not all of these units were on the ground in Laos at the same
time, and some of their elements did not cross the border. The maximum
number of friendly maneuver and support trodps in Laos at any one time

was approximately 17,000.

Enemy Forces. It was estimated that the maximum number of enemy foréeg
committed at any one time was 35,000, Of this figure, 24,000 were believed
to be maneuver and combat support troops, with 11,000 being rear service
p.c.»lr'sonnel.'l'“_V From his B-5 front the enemy committed three infantry regi-
ments and two artillery regiments.* From the 70B Corps, he employed two
infantry regiménts from the 304th Division and three infantry regiments
from the 308th Division. He also used one infantry regiment from the 320th
Division and two infantry regiments from the 2d Division and at least two
infantry regiments from the 324B Division. The enemy also committed an
unidentif1ed tank regiment, at least two artillery regiments not associafed

with any of the units already mentioned, and at least nineteen antiaircraft

battalions.

*It was difficult to determine accurately what units the enemy forces -'Y
came from. Figures given here are best estimates based on various messages i
from General Abrams to General Clay. Do
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CHAPTER 111
e Ter e 4 :
THE CAMPAIGN

Operation Lam Son 719 began, as all planned offensives, with‘a depioy-
ment and$buffd3dp'phése:’ U.S. forces were given the task of providing
the logiétical support and a secdre rear area for the ARVN incursion
forces. For the ihcursion to reap the benefits of tactical surprise, the
preparation phase Nad to be executed quickly, efficiently and with a

diversionary cover.

s ,:.‘

DEPLOYMENT OF U.S. FORCES | .

The First Brigade, Fifth Infantry Division (Mechanized) was given.
the primary combét role of providing security for the 45th Engineer Group
which reconstructed Highway 9 within RVN, the fire support bases and the

45
Khe Sanh combat support base. =/

SNV

Operation Lam Son 719 actual]y beqan at Q00TH on 30 January 1971 when
lead elements of the First Brigaqg, Fifth Infantry Division a;tacked west
from Fjre,Supporthase Vandegrift-along Highway 9. As the Third Squadron,
Fifth Cavalry advan;ed along the road, engineers of the l4th4§ﬁ§ineer

Battalion installed nine tactical bridges and nine culverts.

At Oh3ﬁH{'30?ﬁ$huhry; three infantry battaliorl$ began a combat assault
by helicopter into Kﬁe‘Shnh.EZI The assault was completed at 1530H without
eneny contact’, SimiTtaneously, the 107st Airborne Division (AML) conducted
Idivé?éibndﬁi’hoves from FSB Bastogne to FSB Veghel then to FSB Zon, from

AN

L - i ”.._..‘~."'r ?\f".."
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which heavy artillery fire was directed into the A Shau.Valley. Tactical

air strikes and B-52 strikes supported these maneuvers.

By 1230H on 31 January Route 9 was open from Dong Ha to Khe Sanh for
tracked vehicles and lightwefght wheeled vepicles.48 The Task Force movéd
on towards the Laotian bordér. reaching it at 0800H on 3'February 1971.&2/
The First Brigade then sent armor and infantry task forces on sweeps to the
north of Route 9 and south of Khe Sanh toward the Laotian salient. The |
engineers continued to work on QL9 and on 31 January began the preparation

of an assault airstrip at Khe Sanh to accommodate C-130 aircraft.

AIRLIFT EFFORT

The airlift of U.S. troops and equipment into Military Region I to
‘provide air and ground support for the Lam Son 6peration began on 26 January
‘and continued through 6 February. This deployment required 320 sorties to
1ift the 2031 passengers and 2541.6 short tons of cargo. The in-country )
'C-130 fleet was augmented with ten additional afrcraft from its “off-shore"l
w{ngs Bringing-the number of C-130 aircraft in vietnam to 58. The entire
fleet was 1nit1&11y utilized on an around-the-clock basis when the movement

of the Vietnamese contingency forces began on 30 January 1971. The move-

. ment of the ARVN 1st Airborne Division and the 258th Vietnamese Marine

Brigade from Tan Son Nhut Airfield to the Hilitary_Rtgion I bases at Dpng

Ha and Quang Tri occurred between 30 January and 6 February with 247‘sqrtjes
airlifting 9254 passengers and 1703.5 short tdns of cérgo. Subsequent”b
to the initial deployment of forces, airlift operations into Khe Sanh o
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were conducted i;‘the‘rate of 40 sorties per day during the daylight hours,
11fting more than 500 short tons a day. '

The Dong Ha airfield had been closed for seven months and had to be
reactivated for this operation. To support the airdrome operations, the
834th Air Divfsion directed the positioning of several USAF units at Dong
Ha. These included”a Combat Control Team for communications and air traffic
control and a Mobility Team to handle the offload of passéngers and cargo.
Also, it was necessary to install a Ground COntrol Approach system, tem-
porary airfield 1ighting and a TACAN to permit all-weather, 24-hour-a-day

operations.

The C-130 operations into Khe Sanh posed‘difficult and persistent prob-
lems throughout the campaign. The Army engineers completed the construction
of a new assault landing strip on 4 February. The first C-130 aircraft
landed on that day. (See Figure 7.) It was apparent that the dirt surface
was too soft for sustained C-130 operations when the 1ightly loaded aircraft
sank into it more than six inches. Consequently, it was recommended to
the XXIV Cdrps Commander that the strip be surfaced with aluminum matting.
The recommendation was approved and the engineers completed the matting of
the assault strip on 15 February, Concurrently, repairs were being made on
the old 3%00-foot landing strip which was pocked with shell craters from
the 1968 battles. Not until 1 March were the repairs on this longer runway

completed.
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when the 834th Air Division was brought into the airlift planning

foriOperation Lam Son 719, their planners learned that the Khe Sanh Combat
Supbort Base was surrounded by artillery fire zones. In order to accommo-
date the proposed airlift operation, it was necessary to establish artillery
fire corridors through the area for the transport aircraft. Coordination
was effected with the XXIV Corps Artillery Officer and the air control
ag#nc1es serving MR I, to create a corridor from Hue, a terminal control
zoﬂe at Khe Sanh and an exit corridor to Quang Tri. Procedures were
‘de¢e10ped to permit the transports continuous access to the corridors during
thﬁ daylight hours and for closure of the corridors in the event of a tacti-

cal emergency requiring that the artillery fire through or into them.

Although the Khe Sanh airfield was the respons1biiity of the U.S.
AHmy and an Army Aviation Facilities unit was in place on the airfield,
tHe airdrome fac111t1es were not adequate to meet Air Force needs for
a11-weather, round the-clock operations. Consequently, the USAF 1st
M¢b11e Communications Group installed, maintained and operated a GCA unit,
c¢ntro1 tower, TACAN, plus runway and approach lighting. To insure rapid,
efficient cargo handling and C-130 turn-around, the 834th Air Division
s#nt to Khe Sanh a Combat Control Team {one officer, two airmen), a
M£b111ty Team (one officer, 15 airmen), a Transportable Airlift Control
Ehement (one officer, three airmen) and a maintenance turn- around team of
ﬂhree airmen. The Mobility Team was equipped with adverse terrain fork
ﬂlfts and able to unload an a1rcraft fully loaded with palletized cargo

1n less than five minutes. During peak operations a C-130 was arriving
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on an average of one every eight minutes,

primarily by positioning 11 aircraft with s
including aircrews at Da Nang under a special airlift headquarters,
until 15 Februhry when the matting of the assault landing strip was f

and the €-130 resupply operations into Khe Sanh began, the burden of the

Togistics build-up was carried by the U.S. Army truck convoys over QL9
50 '

from Dong Ha and Quang Tri,

A capability for the airdrop of ammunition, rations and POL to the
South Vietnamese units operating in Laos was maintained throughout the
operation. In keeping with the ground scheme of maneuver, the airdrop
contfngency pian provided for a two-mile wide arti]]ery-free air corridor
over Route 9 from Khe Sanh to Tchepone, A TACAN was installed by the 1st
Mobile Communications Group for navigation in the corridor. The TACAN
was located five miles southwest of Khe Sanh. Arrangeménts were made with
I Corps G4 for the establishment of drop zones along Route 9 within.fhell
corridor. Supplies were stockpiled and rigged at Da Nang for this con-
tingency. Procedures were developed with DASC V, the ABCCC and the
artillery units for the implementation of the plan and communications

were set up between the artillery and the aijr traffic control agencies

for placing the artillery free corridor in effect. However, when the

scheme of maneuver became one based on fixed fire support bases, resupply
was accomplished by helicopters, The airlift contingency plan for fixed

wing resupply in Laos was never used,
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This sortie effort was sustained -
upporting equipment and personnel
However,
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“ARVN_ASSEMBLY .. .-

During the deployment phasé, selected ARVN units of I Corps 1nc1ﬁding
the 1st Armored Brigade, the 1st Ranger Group, two reg1ménts of the Ist
~»Infantry Division, two engineer battalions and small combat supporf units
moved to the Khe Sanh area. There they were joined by the 1st Airborne
Division and the 258th Marine Brigade. Vjetnamese units joined in the
searching operations of the U.S. task forces and prepared for the attack

into Laos.

The first contact with the enemy came on 4 February'when a u.S.
engineer unit was attacked 24 kilometers northwest of Khe Sanh. Elements
of the 2d Squadroﬁ. Hth Air Cavalry engaged the enemy force killing five
of them. Enemy contact remained light through 7 February.

Preparations for the invasion culminated when tactical air strikes
and artillery f%fes were put on targets in Laos in preparation for the
“initial helicopter assaults. The 14 tactical air strikes requested for this
purposeHwere direétéd at suspected antiaircraft artillery positions rather
than the landing zone areas. These targets were selected by the ground
commanders. Additiohally,izo strikes were placed on interdiction points
along:Route 9 beyond Ban Dong and about Tchepone. 'On.early 8 February
seven B-52 strikes were mi&é 1n'$upport of the ARVN invasion force.il/
JUMP-OFF | | | ]
At 1000H on 8 February, the 2d Troop of the 17th Armored Cavalry
Squadron (ARVN) crossed the border into Laos as lead element of the 1st
Armored Task Force. No enemy contact was reported.52
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The 4th Ba, 3rd Inf Regiment, and 3rd Infantry Regiment Command Post
completedfa heliborne combat assault into LZ Hotel at 1045H. There was no
contact with the enemy The weather in this area was described as fair to

good with a cloud ceiling of 3,000 feet and the cloud coverage was “"broken."
.I. .

The 21st llanger Battalion completed a combat assault fnto high ground
overlooking Route 925 and the Namxe Samou River, closing at 1500H. On
landing, the unit received 12.7mm machine gun fire wounding 11 rangers.
The enenly uas obviously present in this area. U.S. Air Cavalry gunships
covering the helicopter troop 1ift killed one enemy soldier, destroyed two
trucks and fired on an enemy bunker complex causing numerous secondary
explosions lasting 30 minutes after the attack. 4 The rangers moved
from the LZ to take up positions three kilometers to the east on the ridge

55/
1ine and begin screening operations on the northern flanks.

S TeE

Simultaneously with the rangers assault the 24 Afrborne Battalion

was lifted to a landing site two kilometers east of Objective 30. They

arrived.at Objective 30 at 1125H. No enemy opposition was encountered.

The initfal combat assault of the 1st Airborne Division was complete

at 1700H when the 3d Airborne Battalion and 3d Afrborne Brigade closed
Objectivo 3l The airborne battalions 1mmediately began to dig in and to
56

construci fire Support bases on the two hills.

The |southwesterly thrust of the st Infantry Division was completed

for the day when the 1st and 2d Battalions, 3d Infantry Regiment landed

53




near LZ Blue, eight kilometers southwest of LZ Hotel. Both battalions
57/
received small arms and automatic weapons fire in the landing zone area.”

In the center, the Armored Task Force had moved ten kilometers west
“on Route 9 by 1130H and remained in this location overnight. The highway
was in poor condition with numerous washouts, and.the dense underbrush on
the sides hampered the progress of the two airborne infantry battalions

58/
screening for the armored column,

Thus the attack was launched and by nightfall 6,200 Vietnamese troops
39/ :
were in Laos. The costs of the first day's combat were light for the

ARVN with three killed in action and 38 wounded and three missing in action.

Three UH-1H helicopters were shot down by enemy gﬁnners and several others

suffered combat damage.

The weather conditions had been marginal in the operational area
resulting in some tac air missions being diverted because of low ceilings
and poor visibility. In these cases, the fire support was provided by

60/
artillery units.

DRIVE_TO A LOUI

The weathef deteriorated further on 9 February forcing posiponement
of the planned helicopter combat assaults. The ground combat operations
progressed satisfactorily; however.uthe road improvement efforts of the

ARVN engineers were severely hampered by the rain., .
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The poor ‘tohdition of Route 9 held the Ist Armored Task Force's
advance 't only five kilometers for the day. The other ARVN units improved
their f{ré support bases and conducted patrols in the vicinity of the initial

ol &

Lzs. At 0520H on 10 February a patrol of the 21st Ranger Battalion sighted
three enemy tanks and other vehicles towing artillery pieces moving on the

road “OPEh;intﬂ‘tﬂ positiqqzn_jhe Rangers set up a road block and requested

™
p—

: @
— e e el e

tactical air gﬁrikqg._‘However, 1qw.cg%lings and poor visibility prevented

the fighters frop engaging the targets. Helicopter gunships were employed

but were, ynsuccgssful in destroying the tanks. -Contact with the enemy was
concent ated‘in_the Ranger area but even here it was 1ight. The enemy
appeared to he‘proteCting his assets and gathering his forces. According

to a FAC report, some enemy antiaircraft artillery units abandoned positions

near Objective A'Loui. Eleven trucks towing 37mm AAA pieces were seen mov-

S
'

ing wes:ﬁon Route 9. Tactical air strikes were employed with unknown
1/ ‘ _
results,

f Id

O
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Low ceiYings aﬁd poor visibility on 10 February delayed the helicopter
assault of additional battalions until afternoon. Further, both LIs were
defendgd.q_yeljcopter gunships preparing LZ Delta received 12.7mm machine
qun apdAsmgllgﬁnng fire. One OH-6 and one AH-1 were downed. Both crews

were extracted and preparations continued. The first 1ift of the 4th

i

Battalion, 1st Ifzjntry Regiment, landed at 1507H with the assault com-
6 -

)
p—

pleted at 1632H.

_The initial 11ft of the 9th Airborne Battalion into tne LZ at Objective

i ]

CT:J A Loui \was delayed by heavy antiaircraft fire. The LZ was defended by five




truck-mounted 12.7mm machine guns and small arms. Helicopter gunships
and USAF fighters were employed to suppress the enemy guns. The lead

elements of the battalion beggn touching down at 15154 and the entire battalion
had been delivered by 1720H. |

The Armored Task Force reached the intersection of Routes 9 and 92
at 1500H. Elements immediately began to secure the A Loui landing zone,
Link-up between the 9th Airbbrne and the 1st Armored Brigade was then
effected. Armored Cavalry elemenfs reconnoitered Route 9 west of A Loui
and reported it in very good condition, capable of sustaining speeds of

84/
35 mph.

~

Earlier.infthe day a disaster had befallen the ARVN Command when the
I Corps' G3 and G4 were killed in a VNAF helicopter that crashed over the
65/
battle zone after receiving 37mm artillery fire.
With the addition of two more infantry battalions into Laos, the
Vietnamese strength rose to 7500 men. The build-up of troops continued

on 11 February.

The 39th ﬁanger Battalion was heli-1ifted to a landing zone near

the 21st Ranger's position. Their 1ift was uneventful and completed in
two hours having started at 1035H. o

C ki
Two battalions of the 1st Infantry Regiment made a combat assaq}t a

into LZ Don. The third wave of helicopters 1ifting the 3d Battalion came

under 12.7mm machine gun fire and the assault was temporarily delayed

pre
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while helicopter gunships placed suppressing fire in the area. The First

Battalion was diverted from LZ White to reinforce the 3d Battalion at

LZ Don after the ARVN command received a report of a large enemy force

1ocatTd six kilometers south of the landing zone. This 1ift was completed
at 1730H, Five hours earlier the 1st Infantry Regiment headquarters and two
67 :

batteries had arrived by hel{icopter at FSB Delta.

furing the day the Armored Task Force sent motorized patrols three

kilometers north and three kilometers south of A Loui on Route 92. These
patrols established road blocks, one of which engaged an enemy force
resulting in one ARVN soldier killed, one wounded and two armored per-
68/
sonne| carriers destroyed.
'he 21st Ranger Battalion position overlooking Route 925 received
two a:tacks-by-fife, each consisting of 40 rounds of 82mm mortars, during

- 69/
the night of 11-12 February. Six rangers were wounded.

CONSOLIDATION

\t T000H on 12 February the Zd Battalion, 1st Infahtry Regiment, began
a helicopter 1ift into FSB Delta. The 1ift was completed at noon and followed
by the 11ft of an engineer platoon with two D-2 bulldozers for improve-
ment of the fire support base.zg/ At each of the other fire support
bases--Hotel, A Loui, Alpha, Hills 30 and 31 and Ranger Hill--the ARVN
soldiers improved and expanded the defenses about the artillery batteries

and;jmand post bunkers. A1l but A Loui, were on high ground and all had
ac

anding position overlgoking an enemy avenue of travel. Later, this was
to be as dangerous tactically as it was now advantageous.
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SEARCHING FOR CACHES

The ARVN began searching operations about their increasingly
elaborate defensive positions. The 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment
searching near FSB Delta found a weapons and POL cache which contained
60 SKS rifles, 202 AK-47 rifles, four AA machine guns, large quantities
of ammunition, 500 boxes of uniforms and 16,400 1iters of POL., The 2d
Troop, 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron on a search operation found 50 enemy
bodies believed to have been killed by artillery or airstrikes. It was
estimated that they had been dead for two to three days. Elements of the
3d Airborne and 1st Bn, 1st Infantry, each found sizable caches.11/

Elements of the Armored Task Force proceeded west on Route 9 to a
point five kilometers beyond FSB A Loui. Further westwafd movement was
to be keyed to resumption of the airmobile assault along the northern

ridge which never came.

The South Vietnamese forces in Laos now ﬁotaled more than 10,000
men in thirteen infantry.battalions, two Eanger battalions, two artillery
battalions and one engineer battalion.zg/

This force was deployed in positions forming an elongated crescent
along Route 925 on the northern flank, south along Route 92, southeast-
ward to Route 926 and the RVN-Laos border. The center of the line was
FSB A Loui on Route 9 in the five kilometer-wide Xe Pon River Valley with
the right flank on the ridgeline of the 2,000-foot hills to the north of the
valley and the left flank on the high ground to the south of the steep
46
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which: forms the southern wall of the valley. The hills above

are.heavily forested and broken by numerous streams and valleys.

The ARVN: drive to. Tchepone temporarily lost its westward momentum as the

units searched for caches by day and defended their fire support bases by

l'l‘lght_ B (TP
I 1)‘? \
Througa the dayl1ght hours of 13 and 14 February, the ARVN searching

parties fd
dumps and
in tactica

result of

21st and. J9th Ranger Battalions.

suspected

\und truck parks, POL storage areas, food caches, ammunition
shatlsbase s&ﬁps. They found it tacticélly desirable to call
1 air'stfikés to destroy the finds. A particular spectacular
tactical-air strikes on caches was witnessed.by patrols of the
They had passed the coordinates of

starage areas to their DTOC which in turn passed them to the

FAC werking.the Ranger area for use as targets of opportunity.

The area

eight kilameters north of FSB 30 was hit by five sets of fighters over

an eight-hour period. on 14 February.

The Rangers reported observing five

ammun1t101 dumps burning and estimated the cumulative destruction at 304
1

tons of a:imuni tion.

Y ol

‘Dense smoke covered the area for hours.

ol N VLR I

by USAF fighters and gunships in support of the ARVN troops.

Eighty-four sortiés were flown on 13 February and 97 on 14 February

Most of the

dayl1ght strikes were against storage areas, enemy troop concentrations, or

20047

enemy artillery pos1t1ons.

The night sorties predominantly supported ARVN

Nao sl d ey

tr00ps 1n

o

tEy fanng

direct contact with enemy forces.
-l“ N P
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Each night three FACs, three flareships (C-123) and three gunships

(AC-119 or AC-130), one of each for the Rangers, the Airborne Division and
the Infantry Division were on station all the time. The Ranger positions
were under almost continqous attack in the early morning hours of 13 and
14 February for they were sitting in the middle of a sizable storage area
and closest to the enemy's troop concentration. The enemy attackers got
as close as possible to the friendly perimeters in an attempt to minimize
the effectiveness of the gunships and fighter strikes. The weather was

clear both nights and continuous air coverage was provided.

The B-52 Arc Light strikes in these ear1y days of the invasion were. .
against I Corps selected targets such as enemy artillery emplacements,
known storage areas and suspected enemy troop positions. The use of
Arc Light strikes to support ARVN troops in contact with the enemy was
made on 14 February for the first time.zgl More will be said about this

technique as the campaign progresses.

Though a1l ARVN fixed positions received some attacks by fire, the

Rangers experienced the heaviest pressure because of their proximity to

the enemy's major forces.

ENEMY TROOP DISPOSITION

When the ARVN forces crossed the border into Laos it was estimated
that there were about 23,000 North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao troops in the
Laotian Military Regions III and IV. Subsequently the estimate was 15,000

maneuver and combat support troops and 12,000 rear service personnel facing
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914”35%§§é1 Later in February, the 3248 Division moved into the
Laotian sa]ient and joined with the 2d Division and Rear Service units to
75/
L, | put heavy pressure on the ARVN lst Infantry Division and the VNMC Brigades.
Cﬁ (See Fiigure &) ol .
: ’ FInh B R G ' :
" In the Republ{ic of Vietnam, the B-5 Front with the 31st and 27th-

Infant

O

L —

yr2zitm art

the friend1y Gnits n’ the Lan Son 719 area of operation. Later these: .
figures were again revised to 24,000 and 11,000 respectively. = . .-

26 3F ad

The 708 COrps with three 1nfantry divisions employing artillery ranging

Jt)‘ "‘

frunAIB&n:.to 24unm ahd'a tank regiment with 120 vehicles including T-54s-

o 1.\!‘-“'

operated fn the afea frum Khe Sanh to southern Laos. Its three divisions
had specific areas of responsibility within the Corps region. The 308th
Division operated from Khe Sanh to the RVN-Laos border and in mid-February

Iy ong regiment engaqee.u1th;others'enroute. The 304th Division had
spansthility for the area from the border west to A Louf with the 248
Nty apd ngpnee-elements of the 66th and possibly‘the‘Qtp Regimente.
Oth Division with only the 64th Regiment assigned in mid-Februery 

operatpd.west of A Loui. The bulk of the 708 Corps forces were north of

3:and;faged the northern portion of the ARVN line. Add1t10na11y,
2d; Regiment (Reinforced) was 1ocated north of Route 925 opposite
/N - aanger elements,

ié&éhis”é? fﬁeIZd NVA Division and Rear Service units opposed the ARVN

1§t inTahtr}JpOSitioné on the southern flank and were concentrated along

ﬁy'ﬁegﬁﬁEnf§1'81¥h and 38th Artillery Regiments and the 15th Engineer

IO L_’




Battalion, gperated between Dong Ha and Khe Sanh with the miss1on of
harassing U.S. . forces and cutt1ng the allied LOC

e e R A
The Communist forces from 10-16 February reacted to the 1nvas1on

with an ever increasing volume of artillery and rocket attacks against

the fire suppo;t bases from Dong Ha to A Loud. Every one of them was h1t
7 Sy

b

several times.

SCREENING TECHNIQUES OF U.S. FORCES

In Quang Tri Province, which was the responsibility of the U.S.

' forces. the Ist Brigade, 5th Infantry, employed a highly effective techni-
que which capita]ized on air mobility and massive firepower. Small. combat-
teams were moved from one terrain feature to another- throughout the AQ.:i7 °
When one of the teams located an enemy force it immediately requested o~
artillery fire, helicopter aerial rocket artitlery (ARA) and tactical °
air strikes. When 2 sizable enemy force was fixed, the teams reassembled
into squads and platoons and fought on the company tevel under the conted)
of the battalion commander. Employing this technique in one engagement

on 15 February near FSB Vandegrift, 115 enemy were killed. Using highly

- mobile combat teams with fire support7gnab1ed the First Br1gade to o31ntain

the security of this rather large AC, J
R

ARVN TACTICS & =~ - ‘ e sug

The ARVN forces also relied heavily on the massive array of U.§;=“32H0

firepower available to them in the form of artillery, aer1a1 rocket artilLEtY.

gunships, B-52s and tactical fighters. However, they d1d not emp[o ﬂﬁnﬁ 32
. ‘ _ SR
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techniques of .highly mobile teams constantly searching the area of opera-

tions., . By 15 February, it was clear that the ARVN units, especially the
Ranger and. Airborne Battalions, preferred to operate close to their fire
support pases and to search in platoon or company size elements. This was
less. true. of the }st,lnfantry Division whose battalions were more exper-
ienced in the terrain and the NVA tactics than their Airborne and Ranger
compatrigtgmf-EJements of the 3d Infantry Regiment searched far south from
FSB Hotel, and all 1st Infantry Division units sent out night patrols to
set ajmbuyshes on the approaches to their fire support bases:.79

""The introdiction of the 6th Airborne Battalion into Objective 31
on 13 Fé;;ua};'brought RVNAF strength in Laos to 10,288. The se;rching
operations’goﬁt1nued with relat{vely l1ight enemy contact through 17
Februﬁry;ﬁ‘On this day the 2d Battalion, 3d Infantry Regiment fn a thrust
towards BaSe Area 611 moved Bouth to Route 921 interJicting the road and

destroying caches.

RANGER HILL ©'

' About &idn{ghf on 18 February, the 39th Ranger Battalion was attacked
by a tuo-ﬂiitalion-size enémy force. Severq1'df'the defensive outposts
were overrun. U.S. artillery, flareships and gunships supported the defenders
throughout the night. However, the fighting went on through the day and
night of Lq=February. _The enemy breached the perimeter defenses and
occupied the outer trenches. From 1930H, 19 February to 0730H, 20 Februagy,
seven USAF. gunships and six flaréships ugréﬂemp]qyedsin §uprrt of the .

Rangers., On sgyetalpoccastons_dqungjthe qighgﬂthe gunshigs‘qgre directeq

O
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¥ 'the ground commander to fire into the outer trehches. Then' from 0730

L]

o 1430H on 20 February, 32 sorties of USAF fighters struck’ the enemy posi-
ions. 'He11copter resupply and medical evacuation were attempted under»i$
over of tactical fighters, helicopter gunships and artillery; however, oth
f the first two helicopters to land were hit by mortar fire. One sub- . 5.

equently crashed and burned, the other succeeded in getting to FSB 30. 75

During its three-day struggle the 39th Rangers had fought the 102d NVA
[ ' - 82 N - . . .,
F

L

leavy mortar attacks continued through the afternoon. Communication with:
he Ranger commander was lost at 1820H and by 1900H the position was 73

\bandoned. One hundred and8f1fty Rangers exfiltrated to the 21st-Rangeﬁ*§
. 80/ |
osition arriving at 2145H. ~ The 39th Ranger Battalion was out of the

)attle having suffered 178 soldiers killed or missing and 145 wounded.
. S i - 814 - M0

Inly 108 members were considered combat effective on 21 February.
FTRTago

T

tegiment. Enemy losses were estimated at 639 KIA.
' ‘ ‘ ‘ ' raw
ULL IN THE FIGHTING - s eah

The enemy now divided his attention between the r'ema\in'lng'Rangeijfs_M}J
e

at the 21st Ranger's position.

and the 3d Airborne Battalion at FSB 31. Both positions received attacks

vy fire on 21 February. However, the attacks were infrequent and not 4
_ ' ' - X
‘0llowed by infantry. oo

On 22 February, thirteen helicopter sorties successfully evacuated /!
|22 wounded Rangers from the 21st Ranger Battalion area. The Ranger LZVir
'ad been “prepped" for nearly two hours by tactical air strikes, heli--"20
sopter gunships, ARA and artillery. ‘None of the medevac “choppers" siffépred
) h1t.§§/' Following the evacuation of the wounded, 300 soldiers rema Préd”
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E“f;.‘gan&'” ¢ Tst dnd 3d Infantry Regiments continued their south~:

eas.'t)eqr‘:lr:;mtahr‘u'st reaching ‘Routes 92D and 914 then moving northwest along

.al JJ?

these routes 'sgearcf}nfng and destroyifg. Ore unit found the POL pipeline .

Badae

pmiwsfy Mf gy eunships of the U.S. 2d Squadron, 17 Ate Cavalry. The

84
pipeline was destroyed at intervals over a five kﬂmeter"d1stance.—-:j

Thess widersanging jpfantry units moved by helicopter back to the edge
of the,ascarpment. on 23 February, leaving onlyjthe let Batta]ion. 1st

Infantry, Regiment on the southern rsaHent It moved to a position four
kilometers north of the-intersection of Routes 62 and 914. The 4th

ia

Battal'lon. 3d Infantry Regiment made a combat assault into Lz' Brown and

S AR T IR ALY R EAT,
the 3¢ Rg}:\ent headquarters was Tifted with the 2d Battalion into FSB

7.0 4

Delta 1.
T W*AQ anJ <J warudrvss

-+ pather and nnstﬂe fire on the p1ck-up zone delayed the movement

Stiw FoQT ol u 20

of *the - ].;tdnﬁgntgy uivision eIements to the fire support bases along

the Qscarnmgﬂ;” nHowever, the 3d Regiment did succeed in 11ft1ng
86
enginegrs.and,some artillery from FSB Hotel II to FSB Delta I.—/

) oaeed el .
ﬂsﬁm SibooRE A e SANH
.M I
- A nassive resupp]y eff‘ort to sustain the-U.S. and ARVN combat- forces
- wiSe founted aty the. }her Sanh combat support base. It was critically

important’ that adequate stores of JP-4 fuel and amunition of a]l types

be maintained at Khe Sanh. The planned de'Hvery of this cargo by C- 130
aircraft was delayed until 15 February by the necessity to cover the

WERA g0
assault landfng sf’n‘b with aluminum matting. Until 17 February when

Ponge

lS&‘oparat ons reacried 40 sorties’ a day, %1T supplias had to be‘fv
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" ARC LIGHT

transported by Army trucks or CH-47 helicopters and u. S Harine CH 53
helicopters. This strained the Amy's transport capability and engineer-
ing force, which had to expend great effort keeping Route 9 passable.

After the C-130 operations began, the POL and ammunition levels reached

the desired reserve.

The ARVN forces were resupplied almost entirely by helicopter. The
Armored Task Force and the Airborne units designafed to secure Route 9
were never able to insure safe passage for ARVN truck convoys. Conse- '!:

87

quently, it was not a reliable means of resupply. ' Ty

St

The helicopter traffic about Khe Sanh caused difficulties for arriV1ng
and departing C-130 aircraft eSpecially during the periods when: only one
runway was available. These difficulties were attributed to the extremely
high density of rotary wing traffic, a lack of air discip!ine on the part
of some U.S. Anny helicopter pilots, and the low level of experience of -
Army tower operators in controlling the complex fixed wing and rotary 3
wing air traffic situation at Khe Sanh. To correct this problem, an Ajp:
Force control tower and operators were provided by the 1st Mobile Communi-

cations Group at Clark to assist in this air traffic control problem.

Desnite the'difficu]ties, nowever. the resupply effort was always' ade-

quate te sustain the combat units, S ‘ - N §

I
i

Co o

- FRENRE ¥
The B-52 Arc Light strikes provided heavy fire power for the ARVN pp e d

invasion force, By 23 February. 399 Arc Light sorties had been flown in

24
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supportddt LinSon 7192 The cumulative' results to that. date imcluded 201
enemy killed plus 813 tons of amnunit;g. 400 structures and-vast quantities
of supplies and equipment destroyed.* The targets were selected by CG,
I corps, q’tn? basjs‘of visual and photo reconnaissance as well as other

sources or intggligence and approved by MACV The targets uere heavy

troop congentrﬂ}ions. bivouac areas, supply sites and bunker complexes 2
The ARVN cqmnand:reported that B-52 strikes on l2 February had hit the
Headquarters Cummand Post ofgi?e NVA 308th Division killlng 35 and destroy-
ing connunication equipment On 18 February three Arc nght cells
delivered their bomb loads on targets in the area of Routes 92 and 926
supporting‘the southerly thrust of the lst lnfantry Division Arc Light
sorties were targeted in the Ranger Hill area during the desperate battle
of the 39th Rangers The ARVN stated that these strikes “disrupted enemy

: 98/ -
operations“ and killed an unspecified number of enemy soliders. More

concrete reports of B-52 strike results came .on 25 February from the 3d
Battalion. lst Infantry Regiment which searched two Arc Light areas. It'
found a total of l42 enemy dead, four tons of mortars and artillery anmu-
nition destroyed various pieces of military equipment and a large tunnel
complex damaged.93 A tactic of using Arc Light against enemy troops in
contact was employed by'units of the 1st Infantry.Division. They would
desighate & target area whére enemy troops were known:to be deployed, engage
these trodps:in“combat: in this area prior to the Arc Light Time-Over-Target
and thén”just7before the TOT withdraw from the target area.. For. a singlef

\, J H ’ R | 0 . - JJ L
*Actually the results of Arc Light strikes could not be accurately deter-
minéd because tae air-also- struck many-of the same targets. . @ .7 . ..
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such engagement by the ist Battalion;ggd Infantry-Regiment on 27 Februaqy,
29 enemy soldiers were killed by air.'_/ A

LY

l.

TACTICAL AIR

Tactical air strikes in the period 20 25 February were predominateiy ‘
directed at known enemy positions and storage areas 1n the daylight hours
and to support troops in contact or to destroy trucks at night 'More than
110 sorties per day were flown in direct support of ground forces in the
Laos A0 of Lam Son 719. Fully one-third of the sorties were against tar<
gets on the northern flank in support of the Rangers still engaged in
screening operations The ba]ance of the sorties flew in the Airborne and
Infantry AOs in numbers which varied each day. Because the Infantry had "
aggressive]y thrust at the enemy 3 LOCs to Base Area 611 they tended td'have
more daytime contact with the enemy and thus to employ more tactical air
strikes, as well as Arc Lights against enemy troops For example, the
3d Battalion, lst Infantry located an enemy force in bunkers at 0930H on
25 February. The 1nfantrymen requested tactica] fighter strikes on the o
positions which were made, A search of the area revea]ed 17 enemy soldiers
killed by air actionfgé/ | ; - T

VA

ENEMY STRIKES HARD - OBJECTIVE 31

: A T
On 25 February:the NVA forces ]aunched a generalized offensive agaipgt

the ARVN positions. It began with the pre-dawn attack on a-1st Airborng,,
position near FSB A Loui..:During this engagement the friendlies were. .,

supported by a FAC (0 2), a flareship (C-123) and a gunship (AC-130)

DA%

ind with fighter strikes emp]oying all weather delivery technigues._'ﬁ im
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‘contact continued until dawn. -The Rangers reported heavy vehicle traffic

on Route 925 and noisy troop activity near their position. They requested
a flareshiﬁ; It was provided though the enemy was not sighted.gg(

By leOH._enemy attacks were in progress around the entire ARVN
perimefer,from'the Rangers to the forward units of the 1st Infantry Divi-
sfon as Qeni as behind the lines near FSB Alpha. The persistent incoming
mortar fire én Hotel II forced cancellation of the lstllnfantry‘s plans to
abandon the fire support base and move two battalions to LZ Brown. The
division‘s positions south along Route 92 received_repeatéd mortar barrages
followed by 1nfantr& attacks. Thirty-two tactical air strikes supported
the 1st Infantfy Division in its resistance to the énemﬁ pressure.gZ/
An F-4 delivering napalm on énemy troops 10 kilometers narthwest of Hotel
II was hit by grgund fire. ‘The pilot was killed and the backseater executed
a dual ejgction#after flying thé éircfaft back to Phu Cat.gg/'

The Ranger§~rece1ved heavy mortar fire followed by ground attack.

The Rangers chose to evacuate their vulnerable position. They were lifted

by helicopter to Objective 30 and one-half of them were carried on to Khe

Sanh. The remaining 160 rangers joined with the 2d Airborne Battalion in

the defense of Objective 30.. This position received Attacks throughout
99/ _

the day.

"The most detérminéd attack was made on 0bje¢t1ve'3i{ The 3d Airborne
Brigade Headquartefs with the 3d Airborne Battalion, an 5rt111ery battery

and a Ranger Reconnaissance Company occupied this post. Mortar fire began

at 0700. A FAC searching for 12.7m machine gun posit1ohs two kilometers

]

O




C

»

~ the three tanks and killed 30 enemy soldiers. Three more tanks were Seen

northeast of the Airborne main camp sighted over 100 trenches and iﬂ%&}“ B
. - 9

4
)
i
I i
.

arms gunpits along the ridge line. After observing gun fire from thegg
positions, he delivered two flights of F-4s against them. The strikgs;hit
the enemy as he advanced to within 250 meters of the Airborne perimeter
defenses.lgg/ The ground commander reported that an entire enemy mortar
platoon had been killed by the air strikes. However, Objective 31 was
encircled by NVA troops. Mortar and artillgry fire continued to rain on
the base camp. Helicopter gunships and artillery sought to suppress the
enemy fire between air strikes. At 1430H a FAC spotted three enemy ‘tanks
within 30 meters to the east of the airborne nositions. It was a coordinated

tank and infantry attack. The FAC directed tactical air strikes on the
tanks. Four A-7s delivering 16 MK 83s, four MK 82s and four Rockeyes ddstroyed

coming up the hill from Route 92B. They were hit by seven sets of fighters lj

delivering primarily BLU-27 and MK 82, During these strikes one F-4 wis _

downed but the tanks were destroyed and 100 NVA killed. However, the 'f’ﬂ !
enemy pressed the attack with more tanks and troops. A thunderstorm broke "
over the battle area making it impossible to get fighters on to the epemy

from 1540H to 1735H. oy During this time a tank and enemy 1nfantr¥,pene-
trated the defenses and occupied the north and northue;t sides of ghg fd
position forcing the ARVN troops to the southern edge. The battle qaged !l
into the night with USAF gunships flareships and FACs providing continuous ‘
support. Fires from burning tanks dotted the hill, Communications were

lost at 2330H when the- artillery commander called for"artil]ery dii-éf:tly Y

on his position because the enemy was digging into the roof of his bﬁnker.‘k;

s
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"By dawn the defenders had withdrawn to a position on the ridge south of

Objettive 31. The 3d Airborne Brigade commander and part of his staff

lwere dead or missing. The enemy occupied Objective 31 with tanks and

infantry,rtTactical afr strikes and helicopter gunships attaeked the
enemy tanks throughout the day of 26 February. One company of the 3d Air-
borne Battalion, moved south and linked up with an armored relief column
pushing up from qute 92. The relief units were stopped by heavy enemy
resistance several hundred meters short of FSB':ii.]02 (See Figure 10.)

" On 25 February, 108 tactical air sorties were fTown in support of the
beleaguered airborne units. Five Arc Light cells (three B-52s each cell)
delivered their massive bombloads around FSB 31 on 26 February. The
64th NVA Regiment with tank support had made a determined and briefly
successful assault. 1%/ But it paid a high price. The I Corps head-
quarters reported that 250 NVA soldiers were kilied and 15 tanks (12
PT-76, three T- 34) were destroyed 1%/

The 1st Airborne Division was reorganized on 26 February when the
2d Airborne Brigade headquarters was 1ifted into the LZ near Objective 30
and assumed responsibility for the northeastern A0. The 11th Airborne -

Battalion followed the Brigade CP into the area on'27 February.

The 1st Inf&ntry Division had a series of brisk contacts with the
enemy on 26 and 27 February in which.they had the full range of air support.
In searches on 27 February, they found 227 enemy killed by tactical air-
or Air Light _strites.]05 The KBA total mounted on: 28 February when Ist:

S ST Y . .
LIS B FRTE . Vil _‘r,‘ <y i I‘T.
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Infantry elements found 47. ;nore bod1es in areas hit by tactical a1r strikes.

Airborne units on. the same day found some 85 enemy bodies in Arc Light .
106/ -

target 2ones near FSB 31,
I B 1"

Enemy armor was sighted throughout the A0 on 28 February, Tanks

were seen both east and west of A Loui on Route 9 and south on Route 92¢ °

107/
to a po1nt west of LZ Don. Tactical air str1kes were credited with °
108/ -
destroying 15 tanks and damaging two others. At O100H on 1 March 7

eight enemy tanks were sighted on Route 9 eight kilometers west of A Loui’
moving southeast; They were observed, engaged and dispersed by a FAC and |
AC-130 gunship.]09 U.S. Afr Cavalry units continued to report numerous

tank sightings on 1 and 2 March; houever, most of the tanks were statlonary
and heavily camouflaged. ‘Many of the tanks were using huts for concea]-3 )
ment. The pilots neported that most of the tanks appeared to be medium‘gw-
rather than light tanks.llg/ {See Figure 11.) |

J

The 1Ist Infantry Division continued to be in contact with the enemy*

on its searching operations. However, enemy-initiated activity slackened ¢

noticeably, permitting the extraction and redeployment of three batta11ons
111/
of the 3d Regiment. During this period of relative quiet, the d1v1§jon -

resupplied 1ts battalions by helicopter and evacuated its wounded. - e

. At 1850H on 1 March the 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron and 3d Airbornainu
Battalion in the vicinity of FSB 31 were hit with a coordinated tGNR_anu .
infantry attack by a regimental-size force, Artillery, tactical\air,stg?kes;
gunships and flareships supported the friendly troops until the enemy b§959(~
off the attack. This fight resulted in killing 250 enem} soldiers and |
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destroying 15;enemy tanks. The ARVN suffered eight]soldiers killed, 50
12
wounded’ ands six. Armared: Personnel Carriers damaged.

During the night of 1-2 March, the 2d Airborne Battalion at FSB 30
recetved mortar and rocket. fire. of increasing intensity. At 1530H on
2 March, the attack-by-fire was followed by a tank-supported infantry
charge. Intense fighting continued ti11 2100H when a 1ull occurred,
Thirty-six tactical air sorties hit the enemy surrounding FSB 30 during
the daylight hours. AC 119 and AC- 130 gunships and C-123 flareships were
on station all night over the site Heavy fighting broke out again about
0300H on 3 Harch and continued into the daylight hours when tactical air
and Arc Light sorties struck the enemy positions. 1Y The ground attack

lasted ten hours with the ARVN claiming 98 enemy killed while losing one
114/
ARVN soldier killed and three wounded,

t

The locus of intense close fighting shifted back to the 17th ACS
and 8th Airborne at FSB 31* on the night of 3 March. With the dawn the
115
ARVN counted 383 enemy dead and two captured.

It is apparent, that the widespread offensive conducted by the NvA

708 Corps from 25 Fehruary to 3 March was designed to halt the ARVN. advance,

inflictfheavy&casualties and- force a withdrawal. Troop and supply build-up

had occurred along:.Routes 1032 and 925 on the north and 914 and 926 in the

Z'SOuth:prior.to'launching the offensive. It was a very “conventional”

*The terms FSB 3], Objective 31 and Hi11 31 all refer to the same
geographic position
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series of battles.V’Tanks‘and 4infantry ‘assaulted fixed artillery posi-iraq:
cions. The assaults were net.'th0ugh not always stopped, by air-delivered

Firepower.

‘ The ARVN forces had held against the enemy offensive and on 3 March .

the 1st Infantry Division resumed its western drive. .

'AID TO TCHEPONE

During the first three days of Harch I Corps pos1t1oned add1tiona1 ”
‘orces in the Khe Sanh area for introduction into Laos These forces
ncluded the 7th Armored Cavalry Squadron the 2d Infantry Regiment and
the 258th Vietnamese Marine Brigade. With the reinforcements and a series

of rapid heliborne assaults, the ARVN regained the initiative.

1Z L0 L0

The 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment made a combat assault into
Lz Lo'Lo on 3 March beginning at 1000H. The assault was interrupted twice
by intense hostile fire on the troop-11ft he]icopters Forty-two heli- i

!
LY

copters were hit, 20 were declared nonflyable and seven were destroyed.

==t

actical air strikes were calle?]in to suppress the ground fire and the
6 ' :

assault was completed at 1615H. (For a full discussion of the LZ

(Y

reparation see Chapter IV.) The 3d Battalion secured the area surrounding

he LZ and constructed a fire support base. At 0800H on 4 March while. sd

‘earching in the vicinity of LZ Lo Lo the infantrymen engaged an enemy .force

, 117/
111ing 83 of them and capturing more than 40_ueapons.
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The:2d Battaliow, 1st Infantry Regiment, was helilifted into Lo Lo
at 1150H on .4 March.. It was followed by 1ifts of artiltery, ammunition,

- supplies and the 4th Battalion completing the build-up of Lo Lo at 1640H.

wu

TPV S Y R N LR

The lst Batta]ion Ist Infantny Regiment made a heliborne combat
assault into LZ Liz at 17354 on 4 March. Sixty-five 1ift helicopters

were required, Eighteen ?e]icopters were hit, two of them were destroyed
118/
while 16 were recovered, Again enemy gunners had inflicted heavy

damage on the:U.5. Army helicopter forces even though sixty-one tactical
air strikes were. used in the LZ preparation,  (See Chapter IV.)

The 1st Battalion_dug in and constructed a fire support base'on the

high groundﬂadjaoent.to the LZ.

O
RN VR B A

MARINES REPLACE THE 1ST INFANTRY

Hhile tha Ist Infantry Regiment moved west establishing new fire

bases on the rim of the escarpment their place in the line on the southern

flank was taken by Marine units. The 7th Battalion, 258th VNMC Brigade
had beeninserted at FSB Delta on 2 March and was joined by the 2d and 4th

Battaltons, 147th VNMC Brigade on 4 March, The next day the 8th Battalion,
| 147th VNMC Brigade closed to FSB Delta by air. The Marines now were responsible

. 119/
for the security of the eastern portion of the A0 south of Route 9.

LZ_SOPHIA
The aovance west continued on § March when the 4th and Sth Battalions

L

of the 2d Infantry Regiment were helilifted from Khe Sanh to L2 Sophia.
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The assault was completed at 1640H. ‘While the 4th Battalion :set about

emplacing the artillery pieces and constructing defenses, -the .5th $s

Battalion pushed out and searched the surrounding area. They found a former
enemy camp destroyed by air strikes. There were 124 enemy dead, 33 huts

, . - 120/
damaged plus 71 weapons, eight tons of rice and 55 blocks of TNT found.

LZ HOPE

The 2d and 3d Battalion, 2d Infantry Regiment were delivered by -

"

helicopter into LZ Hope from Khe Sanh.en 6 March. The first helicopter: ..
set down on the landing zone at 1206H and the two battalion 1ift of 60 ...
helicopters was eomplete at 1343H. -Only one afrcraft took a hit on the;,
assault. (See Chapter IV.) | '

The infantry moved off the LZ to high ground, In searching operations
they discovered 102 enemy killed by air, along with five trucks six 12.7mm

AN
machine guns, 225 gal]ons of POL in drums and assorted small arms. E]ements

- 121/
of the 2d Batta]ion then moved southwest towards the town of Tchepone.

PSP Ys
SEARCH AND DESTROY _— ) ' LTy

Throughout the area of operations the ARVN forces searched 1n:the Wrhi
vicinity of the fire support bases and engaged the enemy'in small unit.: .8
actions. They continued to find evidence of "substantial enemy equipmenks-:

122/
and personnel losses as a result of tac air and Arc Light strikes." - +o%

The 3d Infantry Regiment command post at FSB Lo Lo received an attack-by--ce _

e ‘ltt. BJ
fire followed by enemy 1nfantry. The enemy force was repu]sed with 31 77

killed. Several Airborne un1ts received mortar attacks with 11tt1e damage
123/ o ; , fr 30

A

sustained.
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The 3d Battalion VNMC was introduced to FSB Hotel along with the
9th Battalion, 369th Marine Brigade. S{x Marine battalions were now in
Laos. South Vietnamese strength in Laos reached 16,384 with 18 battalions
of infantry (including Airborne), four artillery battalions, three armored
cava]ry squadrons two engineer battalions and six Marine battalions.
All Rangers uere removed from Laos and conducted their operations in the
remainder of the campaign from the 1st Ranger Group headquarters at FSB

124/
Phu Loc.

HIGH WATER MARK - TCHEPONE

The invasion reached its high water mark on 7 March when three battalfons
of the 2d Infantry Regiment conducted operations in and about the town of
Tchepone. The 2d Battalion searched in and north of the former town site.

The Third Batta]ion searched southeast of the town on the north bank of the
Xe Pon River, The 4th Battalion had moved northwest from FSB Sophia and
searched on the south bank of the river. The 5th Battalion remained in the
vicinity of FSﬁ Sophia.lgé/

The 2d Battalion reported finding 1220 122mm rockets destroyed by
an Arc Light str1ke at 1300H and observed 500 secondary explosions, two
kilometers northeast of Tchepone, following an Arc Light Strike at 1430H.
FACs reported ooserring over 1600 secondary explosions from the same area
on 8 March-after a tactical air strike. One kilometer south of this point, -
the Zd Battalion discovered 52 dead bodies and a cache of stored weapons on

126/
8 March.




Q
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Resupply missions were flown to all fire support bases on 7 and 8

March. Contact with the enemy was light except at FSBs Lo Lo and Delta.
Both of these sites experienced mortar and rocket attacks followed by
multi-company assaults.ng/

Saturation search operations continued on 9 March by all units of the
Ist Infantry Division. A total of 59 enemy bodies and numerous destroyed
supply caches were found in areas hit by tactical air strikes. The 1st
Infantry Regiment observed enemy tanks near its command post. The tanks
were hit by 155mm and 175mm artillery resulting in three tanks destroyed
and five left burning. The 4th Battalion of this regimént engaged an enemy

' - 128/
force south of the Xe Pon River killing twelve Communist soldiers.

Ground searches on 10 March confirmed more enemy killed by Arc Light

strikes. Six kilometers southeast of Sophia, 391 bodies were found, 144

129

A1l three battalions that had been searching in the Tchepone area

withdrew on 10 March to the escarpment a?d deployed to the east and south
: 30

towards the high grdund above Route 914,

ENEMY BUILD-UP

At 1230H on 10 March FSB Sophia received 122 rounds of mixed §2mm
and 122mm mortar rounds. Twelve ARVN soldiers were wohnded and six 105m
131/ )
howitzers were damaged. Though enemy resistance to the Tchepone raid

had been very 1ight, there was reason to believe that the NVA was preparing

66

were counted in the 1st Infantry Regiment area, 150 near FSB 30 and 60 just
‘|north of FSB Delta.
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for another. affeasiye. Sensor detections showed heavy traffic on ali routes

coming
Routes.

intey the, battle area during the week of 3110 March. Traffic on
32/ '
10328, 9148 and 92A was especially heavy. Ten southbound tracked

vehicles were detected moving along Route 9148 south of FSB Liz. Likewise,

southbound"trackedyvehicles were detected in the Ban Raving entry area.

133/

The 708 Corpsnand.attached units had suffered approximately 12,000

casualties (inciuding over 3,000 KBA) since the Lam Son operation began.

These losses were apparently replaced by the introduction of five more regi—

- ments. {ato the uar'zone.. Combat troop strength rose to more than 24 000

organized in some twelve infantry regiments, two artillery regiments and

one tank regiment Additionaliy. there were 11,000 rear service troops in

the anea. The forces were approximately evenly divided in their deployment

134

north and south of the ARVN position. With its units replenished and

reinforced the NVA command ‘waited for the opportunity to mount a heavy attack

against the South Vietnamese in Laos.

RETURN

T0 THE EAST

—

Batta]

LZ Bro'

he Tchepone raiders (2d Infantry Regiment) continued their easterly

| deployment on 11 Harch The 2d Regiment headquarters, the 2d and Sth

: itai*rrw.
fons and a 105mm artillery battery were helftifted from LZ Liz to

. 1, A‘l :J;

“leapfrogging” over the st Regiment at Lo Lo into the center of the

kN

Ist Infantry Division s positions on the escarpment The 4th Battalion

operated around FSB Sophia and the 3d Battalion secured LZ Liz.

(=]

establ

135/
e ; ‘.
n 12 Harch;cthe-Zd.Regiment_and its‘accompanying two battalions

fshed a new fire support base at Sophia East (one kilometer west




of LZ Brown). The 3d Battalion was lifted out of L7 Liz and arrived at
LZ Moon (adjacent to FSB Sophia East) at 1708H. Immediately after this
lift, the 4th Battalion was extracted from FSB Sophia and closed on LZ Moon

136/
at 1835H. The 2d Regiment consolidated its position and pre?ared for

an attack south to interdict Route 914 at Cua Viet and Cua Tang.

The 4th Armored Battalion (Composite) joined the ARVN forces in
Laos on 13 March. 1Its 260 personnel in 30 M41 tanks, nine M113 armored
personnel carriers and two M548 14ght tracked recovery vehicles moved along
Route 9 to FSB Alpha to augment route security operations. South Vietnamese

. : 138/
strength in the Laotian AO reached its peak of 17,104 on this date.

The 1st Infantry Division continued its searching operation and
redeployment maneuvers. The 2d Regiment command post moved by air to
FSB Delta I. The 1st Regiment received three mortar'ind artilléry attacksl_
of increasing intensity on FSB Lo Lo and vicinity. These attacks-by-firé
proved to be the prelude to four days of bitter fighting.

WITHDRAWAL FROM LAOS

The orderly, phased redeployment east alopg the escarpment with thrusts
south to Route 914 which began on 10 March had met oﬁiy token eneny resistance.
The 2d Battalion, 2d Infantry Regiment, probing south on 14 March reéchéd
the edge of the high ground overlooking Route 914 and éstablished a pb;i;
tion two kilometers north of the road and conduéted small unit probes dSQn
to it. 2/ Elements of the 2d Regiment reported that tactical air strikes

destroyed tﬁo PT-76 tanks and an ammunition cache one kilometer east of LZ
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Brown. Later:they reported a battalion size enemy force two kilometers :

west of the t.“kl:ate but adverse weather prevented tactical air strikes
on.the position.: . On the same day a FAC reported observing six enemy

tanks 15 kilometers west of FS?‘¢ Lout on Route 9. The tanks were engaged

and destroyed-by: tactical ajr, It was clear that the enemy had timed
his offensive maneuvers to strike the ARVN forces in the most vulnerable

phase. of thetr operations, the withdrawal.

LO LO ASANDONED:

Fr+n,0600ﬂ on 14 M&rch uﬁtil ilOQH on 17 March, the 1st Infantry
Regimenj was in almost confinuous heaﬁy contact with enemy troops. FSB
Lo Lo received mortar, rocket and 155mn artiliery fire throughout 14 and
15 Marchi. Resupply helicopters were unable to Tand at Lo Lo because of the
intense ground fire, At 2200K on the night of 15 March the 3d Battalion
and: the '1st Infantry Regiment comnand post abandoned Lo Lo and moved to

. [ .
the high ground two kilometers east of the LZ. Four 155mm howitzers were

destroyed 19 place prior to the evacuation. Four 105mm howitzers and one
155mm howitzer had been heavily dammged by enemy fire.l&g/ Before the Ist
Regiment withdrew, a high price ias exacted from the attacking enemy. The
enemy' infantry sought to get as close as possible to the friendly positions
to avoi;'UxS;'a1rfstr1ke$. However, the Ist Regiment's commander called

for: B-52 strikes within 500 yards.of his posit1on.l&§/ The commander dis-
continued tactical air support the night of 17-18 Maréh Just before his with-

drawal. The regiment continued to engage the enemy while moving north and

east off the' escarpment and preparing for helicopter extraction on 18 March.

LI
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In the three days of intense fighting. around Lo Lo, NVA losses were put et
1100 killed while the ist Regiment suffered 66 soidiers killed and 192 ..,
wounded. The 1st Regiment command post plus the 1st, 2d:and 3d Battalions
were extracted from Laos to Khe Sanh on 18 March completihg the 1ift at
1230H.15&/ The 4th Battalion covered the Regiment's withdrawal and was in
intermittent heavy contact with the enemy through the night and until its.
extraction on 18 March. Fifty infantrymen including the Commander and -
Executive Officer of this battalion were killed and 80 wounded. But the
4th Battalion with air support killed 567 enemy so1diers.l£§/ The 4th)- i

Battalion closed Khe Sanh by air at 1644H, 18 March.

THE RAIDERS ARE BLOCDIED .

Inftially during this four-day battle of the ist Infantry Regiment, :
the 2d Regiment had continued 1ts searching and destroying operations. .
It called in numerous air strikes on base camps, supply caches, and enemy
troop concentrations. In its searches from 14 to 17 March, its units found
literally hundreds of enemy bodies obviously killed by air str1kes.l£§{~¢
However, enemy pressure on the 2d Regiment mounted and its 2d Battalion
which had been operating near Route 914 moved north to join the battalions
operating in the FSB Sophia East and LZ Brown areas. The 2d Regiment GP -
had moved to FSB Delta I several days earliér. By 1000H, 17 March ali. -
four 2d Regiment battalions were on the high ground immediately south of.
LZ Brown and moving east toward FSB Delta I. ,The 5th Battalion which -~ .-
remained in the LZ Brown area to screen the withdrawal, reported that 80.
enemy were killed by tactical air strikes during an engagement.lﬂz, The s

5th Battalion was extracted by helicopter to Khe Sanh on 18 March completing
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| 148/
the 11ft at 1545H, The other three battalions moved off the escarp-

ment during the night of 18-19 March. Large, well-coordinated, main force
NVA units were now conducting heavy attacks on the infantrymen. These forces
had flame throwers and heavy artillery. Rear service units moved with them
enploying antiafrcraft artillery, thereby making resupply of the fire
support bases not feasible, Thirty-two tactical air strikes were flown

in support of the 2d Regiment in addition to U.S. Army gunship and artillery

support. U.S. Afr Force gunships and flareships covered the units throughout

_the night of 19 March as they moved towards FSB Delta I. The 2d Battalion

claimed 85 enemy killed in the day's battle, the 3d Battalion reported 87
enemy killed and the 4th Battalion reported kil11ing 195 Communist soldiers.lﬂg/
As they fought their way toward FSB Delta I, that position was receiving

sugh‘intepse mortar and artillery fire that only one of 26 requested heli-

copter resupp]y_sorties landed on 19 March. Artillery pieces and ammunition

dumps ere destrqygd by enemy fire. The position could not be held if it
could rot be resupplied. The 3d Battalion was extracted by helicopter
from a pick-qp zone four kilometers west of FSB Delta I, but 28 of the 40
helicopters in the 1ift received hits and were rendered noﬁf]yable.lgg/

The in ense antiaircraft fire forced the terminatfon of efforts to extract
the r aining'two battalions on 20 March. The remainder of the 2d Regiment

moved out to find more suitable pick-up zones. They were finall{ extracted
' 51

|
on 21 March and closed Khe Sanh at 1830H exhausted and bloodied.

7
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HASTENED WITHDRAWAL

Beginning on 18 March every ARVN position was hit by mortar, rocket and

artillery fire. The airborne battalions on the northern flank received

these attacks ‘both day and night, Helicopter extract1on of the most exposed

unit, the 2d Airborne Battalion was attempted on 19 March but was cancelled

after three tries because of very heavy ground fire on the LZ. The 2d and

7th Airborne Battalions remained in heavy contact with the enemy on the

northern flank while the 1st Afrborne Brigade and the Armored Task Force

evacuated FSB A Loui. The 24 and 7th Battaljons were exfracted on 20 March

completing the 1ift to Khe S?ng at 1815H. Both battalions were lifted on
5

to Dong Ha closing at 1930H.

EVACUATION FROM‘A LOUI

The Ist Airborne Brigade and the Armored Task Force (11ACS, 17ACS,
8ABN and 9ABN) began the withdrawal from FSB A Loui at first light on 19
March. By 0730H the last elements of the column observed four enemy tanks
moving towards A Loui and about one kilometer away from the site at that

time. The tanks were stopped by ?;tilleny fire and subsequently destroyed
3

by tactical air strikes at 0950H. The task force then proceeded east

on Route 9 toward FSB Alpha. Four kilometers east of A Loui the end of
the column was ambushed even though airborne troops were reportedly pro-
tecting the flanks. Rocket propelled grenade fire disabled one or more
vehicles blocking the road. The column had included four disabled tanks,
three disabled armored personnel carriers and three howitzers that were

being towed. In the confusion'that developed during the ambush, these
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veﬁicﬂi@féndﬁothers were abandoned. Though tactical fighters and heli-

copter

gunships were available, neither was requested by the task force

/commender.*itater the commander requested air strikes on the vehicles

which had been abandoned in order to prevent their use by the enemy. Tacti-

154/

cal air strikes destroyed 18 vehicles. The armored column reached

BN

Ay 2G4

FSB Alpha and remained there overn1ght The 4th Armored Battalion

TR YL S

(Composite) and the llth Airborne Battalion joined the column on 21

B

March as tt proceeded east Helicopters 1ifted seven 105mm howitzers,

JEEG

four 155mm howitzers, one 3/4 and one 2/1.2 ton truck from FSB Alpha to

T

Khelsanh on 20 March and the 1st Airborne Brigade CP, 5th Airborne Battalion

Jm zlji L

and personnel of two art1llery batteries on 21 March. With the departure

of the

ALL UN

i ¥

i N ]55/
armored column FSB Alpha was closed.

e s Vb

ETS " IN-CONTACT

T

11:South: ¥ietnamese units were under attack by enemy forces on

20 Marcik The Marines holding the southern flank at FSBs Delta and Hotel

were u

not ef

b

T

Houeve
4

nder such heavy indirect artillery fire that the helicopters could

fect resupply.. Delta was under heavier attack than Hotel. To break
ght Arc Light strikes were put in around the Delta perimeter, three
‘south, two on the east and three on the west., Contact was temporarily

e PR

he NVA 3248 Division with at least two reg1ments the 29th and 803d,
ted to smash the Marines and cut off the ARVN withdrawal down Route 9.

r}_the Harines held and 1nf]1cted heavy losses on the NVA. The 147th
AV R 3‘.1"';:' ) )
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VNMC Brigade at FSB Delta reported that during the period from 1800H 19. .

March to 0600 22 March, 1000 enemy soldiers were killed (400 by air

strikes) and five captured while 85 Marines were killed and 238 wounded.

ARMOR IN TROUBLE

The Armored Task Force with its attached airborne units made its

way toward FSB Bravo on 21 March. The column was attacked by a two-battalion-

size enemy force at 1130H five kilometers west of the RVN-Laos border,

The 7th and 11th Armored Cavalry Squadrons and the 8th Airborne Batta]ioo
were engaged by the aitackers. The 6th Airborne Battalion joined in the
battle which raged for seven hours. Tactical air strikes, helicopter
gunships and U.S. artillery supported the ARVYN units throughout the day
When contact was broken at 1830H, 32 ARVN soldiers had died, 135 were
wounded and the destroyed vehicles included ten M41 tanks and 13 M113
armored personnel carriers. Faced with a road littered with damaged and
destroyed veoicles, a culvert washed out and the threat of more ambushes;
the Armored Task Force Commander chose to turn his column of 100 vehicles
from the road and take an alternate route to the border. The task force.;
and its airborne screen spent the night near FSB Bravo. The enemy harassed
the force intermittently during the night but the contacts were not serigus.
Three AC-130 gunships were employed with FACs and flareships throughout the
night, to aid in fending off the attackers.lég/ In the morning the column
reachéd the Xe Pon River but was unable'to find a suftab]e ford. Bulldozers
and eng1neer1ng equipment, as well as POL, were del1vered by he11copter'h

on 22 March to facilitate the river crossing. To protect the column while
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spped- 4t ! the. edge of the river, five. airborne companies were

fofth of-Route 9 towards the border and the 9th and 11th Airborne

s oved atross the river and established positions ta the east
/
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l39Hxa FAC réported s1ght1ng an est1mated 20 enemy tanks locateu
g g5 Lave

meters ue?t of the rear of the ARVN co!umn. F1ve minutes later
ST S EHT

FAC conf1rmed n1ne enemy tanks moving east on Route 9 at about 30
s \"';_r_“' B

n?ur. He requested tact1ca1 fighters and shortly thereafter a pair
G sAGLY

engeged the lead tank, then only five kilometers from the friendly
nsiliﬁrce- The f1ghters were equipped with close air support
snakelend nape”(MKBZ 500 pound, lﬁgh drag bomb; and BLU- 27
jnjsfjnjt?flfset of F-100s delivered its ordnance on two T 54

nout results. The second set of F-100s came on station and the

ted them on to the lead tank, a T-54. The numher one fighter

p tank on his first pass and the number two F-100 took heavy
weapons fire and crashed. The lead F-100 made a second pass,

g the tank with a direct hit. This attack was immediately followed

by another fifght of F=100s that destroyed a second T-54. The third T-54

hit a lan
and destr
for cover
reaching

temporeri

FRAR B

dm'ln'e' and was immobilized. It was them struck by an F-100 flight
60/
oyed. The rest of the tanks (PT-76s) dispersed and headed

. However, two PT-76 tanks were destroyed by an F-4 flight before

a safe haven. The threat to the retreating ARVN column had been
AT B R R . : L :
ly thwarted
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The Armored Task Force continued 1ts enginesring afforts 19 .prepare .
a crossing site at the Xe Pon River. queever. the site was not ready at.
nightfall so the column of vehicles remained on the west bank of the river
through the night. There was no contact with the enemy during the hours. of
darkness At 0630H on 23 March, all the vehicles had crossed the river and
were ro]ling east to the border Link-up of the Annored Task Force with
elements of the U.S. lst Brigade, 5th Infantry (Mech) took place at OQI%H}
The ARVN Ist Armored Brigade crossed back into the Republic of Vietnam 43
days after it had left with on]y 89 vehicles (22 M41 tanks, 54 M113 armored
personnel carriers, seven M-106 water trailers, two M125 heavy cargo trucks,
three M548 light recovery veh1c1es and one D-2 bulldozer). 18y But, it had
evaded with the help of tactica] air the disaster planned for it by the

Communists. From 19 March to 23 Harch tactical air str1kes destroyed or

severely damaged 30 enemy tanks
The 1st Airborne Division and the,lst Armored Brigade were home again,

The 1st Ranger Group and 1st Infantry Division were already out thus,

©FL b

only the six battalions of Marines and the stragglers remained in Laos.. ;.

As the ARVN units returned to Quang Tri Province (Lam Son East), they deployed

to engage enemy forces in the Republic of Vietnam in the remaining days :.qf

Operation Lam Son 719. e RN Y 3

S . . oL : 2o10Y
ALL_OUT BUT THE STRAGGLERS | ‘
' o A
While the Armored Task Force was wending its way towards the border,
' oroat
the 147th VNMC Brigade at FSB Delta was in a desperate fight against enemy

tanks and {infantry. Its three battalions with nine 105mm howitzers were
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surrounded bj the enemy and in continuous contact from 21 through 23 March.
Forty tactical air sorties were flown in a two-and-one-half-hour period
(0725H-1006H) on 22 Harch.lgg/ Poor visibility and Tow ceilings prevented
any morejsortig§ unti] midafternoon. Evening ground fire was too intense
for helicopter resupply or medical evacuation. During the night of 22-23
March USAF flargships and gunships were on station over FSB Delta but did
not fire because of uncertainty as to the Marine positions.lgg/ In the
early morning hours the brigade moved off FSB Delta to a position on the
ridge three kilometers northeast of Delta. The Marines destroyed their
remainlng artillery at the fire support base before departing to find a

suitable pick-up zone for helicopter extraction. From 1100H to 1300H 12
tactic

11 air strikes struck FSB Delta to destroy the ammunition and kill’

enemy soldiers. Extraction of the 147th VNMC Brigade began at 1400H on 23

March ;ut enemy antiaircraft fire became too heavy by 1453H to continue
the 1ift. Four hundred thirty Marines (of whom 200 were wounded) had been
extracted by the time the 1ift was suspended.léﬂ/ The remainder of the
brigade moved east towards FSB Hotel to join with the 258th VNMC Brigade
defending that position. Both brigades were helilifted out from FSB Hotel

. 165/
on 24 March. A1l units were out of Laos by 1735H.

The 44 days of fighting cost the South Vietnamese 1118 killed, 4081
wounded and 209 missing. The ARVN estimate of the enemy's losses show
13,341 killed (4126 killed by air) and 51 captured. More than 8,000 tacti-
cal a:J strikes were flown by all the air services involved in the campaign,

The campaign was a stringent test by fire of the South Vietnamese fighting
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abi]ity, helicopter mobility in the battle zone and USAF striking power

in close air support of ground forces.

LAM SON EAST

The U.S. Forces in Quang Tri Province who protected the allfed LOC
and provided the logistical support for the Vietnamese troops in Laos had
a very busy 44 days. The Communist B5 Front madé a concerted effbrt to
disrupt the flow of supplies and equipment down Route 9. The difficulties
in constructing and maintéining landing strips at Khe Sanh for the C-1305
forced the U.S. Army to transport more of the material by truck conVoyk
.than had been planned. These convoys were lucrative térgets for enemy
ambushes. These ambushes occurred on a daily basis despite the efforts
of the mobile combat teams fielded by the 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry to

screen the route.

Every combat support base (Dong Ha, Quang Tri, Khe Sanh and Da Nang)
and all the fire gupport bases received mortar, rocket and sapper attack;,
The frequency and severity of these attacks appear to have coincided with
the ebb and flow of the‘NVA offensives in Lam Son West (Laos). The most
severe attacks were directed at kKhe Sanh. It received daily mortar and
rocket attacks beginning on 19 March. Four attacks by fire, including 59
rounds of 122mm artillery, hit Khe Sanh on 21 March killing two U.S. soldiers,
destroying the primary control tower and damaging the landing strips suffi-
ciently to close the field. A sapper attack made under cover of an artillery

barrage on 22 March killed three Americans and wounded 13. Two helicopters
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