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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

| sincerely thank you for your support in electmg as your AC-119 Gunship Association
President for 2010-2011. This will be th8 ime that | have served as Association
President. | am humbled by your vote of confidentmi have again placed a great deal of
responsibility on me but | fully accept that respiwlity and challenge in order to ensure
that our association remains strong and full @ lifwill do everything in my power to not
% let you down as | work closely with your electedaBw of Directors to make the AC-119

. Gunship Association the Very Best.

Reunion Highlights: For all of you who attended our 2010 reunion inifGatia, thank you very much. | hope
every one of you had a great time. We had two wdabiurs. The San Francisco tour included a whlkr of
China Town, lunch and shopping at Fisherman's Wkaef 39, and then we toured the city via mot@oto
seeing a LOTof old Victorian houses, historical buildings anstdcts on our way to the Presidio and Fort
Point. Due to heavy fog, our drive across the Gol@ate Bridge was memorable. The Wine Country edur
Napa Valley was filled with fun, laughter, and &dd wine sampling.

Meet & Greet Friday night was a blast with many riaees at the reunion. We had delicious foods tatall
our functions from Friday night M & G, the Saturdaght Banquet and of course our Farewell BBQ onday
night. The Air Force Ensemble of musicians andeisagvas excellent entertainment at the Saturddy nig
banquet. | want to recognize and thank reuniondioator Wayne Laessig for an outstanding reuniahahof
his helpers, especially his wife Lynette and BitioZ

Our 2011 Reunion will be held in Charleston, Sab#molina from September 8@o October 3rd. For
information on Charleston go kdtp://www.charleston-sc.gov/home.aspQur Hotel is th&ambassy Suites
Hotel @ Charleston Area Convention Cen@ne NOTE about Reunion costs: when we sign théact for a
reunion hotel, we guarantee a certain occupaneytoahe hotel. When that rate is not met, we toseey.
You all help when you stay in the Reunion hotel, afb-site. It's getting more and more difficult tpet
reasonable room rates with breakfast included;equnsntly our efforts to get reasonable room raiés full
breakfast is made much easier if you stay at theal®e hotel. This, leads to my next poiiffective with
Reunion XII, the reunion registration fee will be35.00 for those who do not stay at the Reunion hote

Once again we will be raffling off another “Commenmaiiive Gun” at the Charleston Reunion. It's acdb
Pistol with special markings and case with accgsstee the Ticket Form in this newsletter. Ticlats One
(1) for $10, Six (6 for $50 and Thirteen (13) fdr0®. You don't have to present to win. Doug willchtickets
and bring them to the Reunion. Be sure to writerymme and phone number on the form. FYI, the abstr
litho’s has again been reduced; this time to $35.00

Let’s continue to work together to make our Reusibatter and better each year. Your participason i
welcome. | am already looking forward to seeingoéliny brothers and their families in Charleston.

Gus Sininger, President

AC-119 Gunship Association
p.s. Our 2012 Reunion will be held at Home Bageédrt Walton Beach, Florida.
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AC-119 Gunship Association - Annual Meeting Minutes , September 18, 2010, Fairfield, CA

1. Association President Gus Sininger called the ahmeeting to order at 0900 hours, with Larry Haunte
offering the Invocation followed by Gus leading fPledge of Allegiance. Gus also formally made rudtine
USAF's birthday and the passing of USAF Gen. Helderholt.

2. Gus presented the Secretary's report on behalf ofich Alvis: Membership decreased slightly again, fro
413 to 412 members. We did gain some AC-47 mempet#nnual Membership dropped primarily from th
increase in Life Membership.
v" Newsletter mailing cost rose to $573 annually; as stressed last year, updating your emails can s
us some money that may be put towards running gsediation.

3. Doug Wohlgamuth presented the Treasurer's report Expected account balance after this Reuniontwill
be close to $14,118. We are keeping records to dstrate that our funds are below the IRS repottgrgl of
$25k.
v History books are selling at 20 per yr. Membersusthgontinue to look for libraries and museums to
offer donations. A number of members did speakitzassful donation projects.
v’ Litho sales are slow. Gus suggested we lower titze.ph motion was made and passed to lower the
price. The membership agreed that the Board cada&lea the new price (At Sunday's Board meeting
the Board agreed on $35, still sufficient to befipable).

4. Wayne Laessig discussed our Association communicaiti tools Website & Newsletter Bill Petrie's
website maintenance is commended. He is embarkiregreeeded switch to "Dream weaver" base devetopef
tool and is working to provide a more easily nateglweb site, with a cleaner look. It may be a yeag
endeavor. Our website needs a volunteer that kitlesveewer developer's technology.

v' Tony Pakutinski produced 3 Newsletters since Reaulfie lots of information and excellent
presentation - Great work formally noted. We camimo assure secured email address to avoid
propagating spam.

v' A few members asked about getting a hard-copyeh#wsletter. The answer indicated: send a requst
to the Association Secretary, Mike Drzyzgdatyzga513@hotmail.com

Points of Contact (POCs)Currently, the Association's POCs for the variormigs are working well, except
for the Maintenance Support due to Bob Farmenrgs. The Board will discuss options, with the folsy of
moving the Maintenance members into the 17th/18thgs.

v" A suggestion was made to make the Master Contatikailable for distribution as an Adobe PDF filg,
but again the concern was for protecting email eskbs.

v' Points of Contact (POCs): we considered again irgyieir role, this time with the Secretary semgdin
only "all e-mails and postal mails" -- and POCgimmarily a "new contact” or helping folks contact
each other mode. At Sundays Board Meeting, thedBdeacided the Secretary will send all snail mail
and the POCs will send all e-mails.

5. Active Duty Squadron Liaisons Gus's slide in the agenda listed FOUR contandsAssociation reps.
Steve Mac' indicated that the 71st at Kirklandasihg a change in command again, and Col. Cordosa i
returning as the 58th SOW Commander.

6. Original Shadow and Stinger paintings: The AFSOC Commander at Hurlburt believes that tigral
AC-119 paintings by Darby Perrin should be dispthireere. Both paintings are currently archivechie Y SAF
Museum in Dayton (and not displayed). The Assommfirovided the AFSOC Project.

The AC-119 Gunship Association Newsletter October 2010




v" AFSOC at Hurlburt believes that the original paigtshould be displayed there. Both paintings are
currently archived in the USAF Museum in Daytondamot displayed). Since the Museum is in the
USAF chain of command, this is a situation thatAlssociation can have little, if any; influence.

v’ Officer with our picture donation information. AF8Qwill work with the AF Museum to borrow the
pictures for prominent HQ AFSOC display.

v" The original two 18th SOS patches were never afficiapproved by the Air Force. Now there is a
proposed patch by our active duty Squadron, thie EBES, that combines elements of our unofficial
AC-119 Stinger patch with the 18th FTS patch. Tues not change our unofficial Stinger patch - it'g
still ours even though the AF never approved it.

7.JP Maclsaac and Ev Sprous Continue to collect video interviews at our rexm They prepare and sell
DVDs of all prior video interviews for $7 plus $&rfS&H. Steve Mac' made a point that our Book isteang
part of our history, yet another part comes from\lideos. Together they create a living historgv8tMac put
us on the spot and called for a show of handshmsd who already DID a video! Too many have noayet
were encouraged to sign up. Note: about 20 foliallif did an interview this reunion, bringing ootdl to well
over 140 total videos that JP and Ev Sprous catoiuse into any combination you'd like.

8. Libraries and the History Book - Lesson learned Many libraries have a Reference Section for lsabilat
are not intended for check-out. You often havertd the correct person on the library staff to eshin order
to make a donation.

v' Ralph LeFarth reported on the possibility of arbtmk" for us. Currently, e-books are textstrong and
image-weak, while our History Book is to the congraVe will wait until the technology catches up in
the future.

v Larry Fletcher reported on his effort to initiat&)& Certificate of Copyright, and was initially sjuged
by the simple "who's the author's name"? Actualig,"AC119 Gunship Association" is the author, aryd
he submitted TWO hard-cover books to the LibrargZohgress; we are now waiting for the
Certification.

v Larry also reported on a major project he's workingo do a "third" book (Larry authored both
Shadows of Saigon and The Shadow Spirit). His tisial non-fiction history about the 71st & 17th
SOSs. He has obtained now declassified quarteplyrte from the USAF, and a 90 page text which had
been transcribed from tape recording interviewsrak-country.

9. Major Projects: Stinger Monument: the damage and discoloratias due mostly from the ground
sprinkler system. Gus worked with the Air Park stafsolve the problem and repair the monument.
v" Reduce Inventory - sell lithos: Gus suggested veti@utwo at the Banquet. One each will be set out
for all attendees to sign.
v" As previously discussed, the History book repres8a6K in inventory. We reduced the price during
the reunion and sold a fair number.

10.AC-47 Membership: The concern here is that a group of AC-47 follet at Branson a week earlier.
Therefore, we may have lost 40 attendees. Johmaignded that reunion affair, and spoke about his
observations that they have no formal associaliimited communication within the group, and thep's
longevity may fade. Steve Mac' motioned that weuthsuspend spending Association funds on purchasin
AC-47 Flag until the situation stabilizes. We argrocess of spending a small amount to make a flag
representing both the 3rd/4th SOS. The motion wsarried, and deferred to the Board for further
consideration.
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11.Out-Reach efforts Goal is to obtain more information on potentre@mbers, and make contact. The
Large-sized Master Contact List will be improved fieember's interaction next year. Ron Julian (o@iM
meister) will assure to keep the POCs updated.

12."850" at Ho Chi Minh Airport : Bruce Byrd made another excellent presentatiautihe status of the
only known AC-119 Gunship, #53-7850, a K-Model. iakimages show that the airport is being renovébed
more commercial air traffic, and that the "militanuseum™ and 850 have been moved. Based on last yea
directions (and carried motion), Bruce spent NO eyoon this effort, and discovered that the USA t@agir
Attaché. From informal on-the-ground sources, "880%Yot available. Those with familiarity in Soudis¢ Asia
nuances believe that means the subject may stilpka for discussion. A suggestion was made tdhese
footwear manufacturer, NIKE, as a contact for Vagtrese authorities. We may "talk out-loud" abos thi
subject, but use NO contact names. Bruce will uppdatnext year.

13.Reunion's Comparison Chart Gus showed a table comparing 2006 - 2010 reuwrnsts. Air Fare is
getting more costly, the membership consumes mutareore for the Meet & Greet and when the hootch is
open, and hotel prices are difficult to keep aiva level. We discussed two lessons learned:

v' Use servers to control the distribution of foodhet main affairs -- will be added to the reunion
"checklist",
v' Have sufficient number of bar tenders to addressitmber of attendees.

14.Next Reunionn Jimmy Ward volunteered as reunion coordinatoiReunion XII in 2011 in Charleston,
SC, on September 28 - Oct. 3.
v' Gus is having difficulty communicating with Jim,dahas increased his involvement to see it throughj
He will travel to Charleston to meet with the Hd#hnagement. Room rate is set at $119, all events
will be at the Hotel, there is a lot to see andwith much history, and there are two RV parks.
Wayne stressed that attendees stay at the hdtelgdkeep costs under control.
We have many who were in AC-119s, or who were lietpg by AC-119s, that have no idea of our
Association's existence.
v" Motion was made and carried to advertise the Aasioci in magazines such as the Military Times,
VFW and American Legion - with the Board in contodlspending.
v' The goal is to find those who were in AC-119s a#i agguys on the ground who were helped by a
Shadow or Stinger overhead.
v' Members voted that we return to Ft. Walton BeactRfeunion XIII for 2012. Steve Mac' and Norm
Evans will be co-coordinators.

AN

15. Election of officers for 2010-2011 President: Association members nominated aneldviotr Gus. Gus
accepted a consecutive term.
v Vice-President: Association members nominated Mikauss, and members voted him in.
v' Secretary: Gus nominated Mike Drzyzga, and he ta® voted in.
v Treasurer: Doug Wohlgamuth offered to continueaioother year, and the members voted him in agdin.
v' Past Board Member: Association members nominated [Eetcher; who accepted and was voted in.

16. We closed the annual meeting at 1120 hourspeowkeded to have an array of group "picturesriak

Respectfully Submitted,
Michael J. Drzyzga, Secretary
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AC-119 Gunship Association Reunion Xl
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“AC-119 Gunship Heritage Circle”

Tank Busters
The AC-119K Stinger Gunship

Alpha Flight
18th Special Operations Squadron
VENGEANCE BY NIGHT
By
Dr. Larry Elton Fletcher

The fragged mission on the night of 28 Februaryl1l€unded like another bummer. For the ten
crewmembers of the AC-119 Gunship, radio call Sginger 04, flying armed escort and recon misstoes
past three weeks for South Vietnam Army (ARVN) coys advancing into Laos had become “old hat”. Mor¢
often than not, convoy caps involved seemingly es&lhours of boring holes in the sky.

Normally, 18th Special Operations Squadromnntr” Gunships of Alpha Flight stationed at Da §an
roamed the target-rich Ho Chi Minh Trails, huntaogd killing North Vietnam trucks. Even so, the Guipshad
proven time and again to be extremely effectivevigliag direct fire support for allied ground troojpsclose
combat with enemy forces. The ARVN offensive intmok, Operation Lam Son 719 had cut through the Mo |C
Minh Trail at Route 9 and was now staging for asaa$t on Tchepone. North Vietnam military resis@atecthe
invasion, weak at first, had progressively growtht® point of putting the South Vietnamese forceshe
defensive. A large armor column of ARVN tanks angmort vehicles were moving slowly but steadily
westward toward Tchepone on Route 9 to reinforeeoffensive when Stinger 04 lifted off Da Nang ray86
at 2300 hours.

Climbing at a rate of 200 feet per minute tlylo dark gray clouds, the two-tailed, converted1®-lying
boxcar” of Korean War vintage shook and vibratethwhe roaring sounds of two radial and two jetieesg.
Five Stinger 04 crewmembers buckled-up in the carga watched aft through the two open doorwaykeas
lights of Da Nang quickly disappeared behind thelpper and lower red rotating beacons marked thegilore
of the black and camouflage-painted Gunship. Tragkiorthwestward off Da Nang TACAN Channel 103,
Stinger 04 would soon replace Stinger 02 in tha afeoperation (AO). Upon reaching 8,500 feet wadld,
Aircraft Commander, Major Earl R. Glass leveled &unship, reduced power and called for the cruise
checklist. Copilot, 1st Lt. Charles T. Robertsancdntacted Moonbeam, radio call sign for the @inie
battlefield command and control center (ABCCC)dpart an estimated rendezvous time of forty minptes
the hour. ABCCC instructed Robertson to contactdineard air controller (FAC), radio call sign HarenB7
just prior to rendezvous time. Tonight as pastrmoggsions of ARVN convoys, Stinger 04 would not rembus
with an F-4 “Gunfighter” escort who ordinarily leited high above the Gunship to attack and suppressy
anti-aircraft guns firing at the Stinger. Stingegws had been forewarned at Intel briefing to ekpeavy anti-
aircraft artillery (AAA) in the AO. Enemy triple-23mm, 37mm, even 57mm guns lined the valley leatbng
Tchepone, Laos. North and south of Route 9, thle gigund was laced with 12.7mm machine guns pdsed
slow, low flying aircraft like AC-119 Gunships.

Major Glass radioed Stinger 02 for a situation refst rep) in the AO. Stinger 02 reported they eorked a
T-I-C (troops in contact). While working the T-1-@ey had spotted large numbers of enemy truckben
move. They were returning to base (RTB) havinghieddingo fuel. Stinger 02 aircraft commander abbrt
Glass of a potential battle forming in the AO, se@& because of so much enemy movement. Those mhboa
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Stinger 04 who heard the radio transmission welabtheughts of mixing it up with enemy ground troops
more than just capping a convoy. Already unbuckiedh the FLIR operator’s seat, Flight Engineer (FE)
Technical Sergeant Herbert S. Simons called overaam for one of the gunners to send an empty artron
can up to the flight deck. Positioned directly behihe pilot’s center console, Simons would stradkdé ammo
can monitoring engine instruments, especially galges until mission completion. His switching ftaglks
and figuring fuel required (bingo fuel) to RTB asafely land with reserve fuel were vital.

The FLIR (forward looking infra-red) operator, Majoouglas A. Frost, who had ridden in the flightkle
“fold-down jump seat” during take-off, took his sw@l seat which Simons had vacated. Navigator, MAgyd
E. Phillips was seated at the navigator’s tabliédeft of Frost. The flight deck crew of five veemow at battle
stations. Unbuckled from their seats, crewmembetka cargo area began stirring about making réady
battle. Major Edward J. Kroon checked his telescagra-red night observation scope (NOS) whicloals
utilized moonlight and starlight. Staff Sergeantli&in O. Petrie, the IO (illuminator operator) cked the big
white light, a 20 kW Xenon variable beam spotliglmhed out the port paratroop doorway. Seldom, érewas
the spotlight used because it attracted enemy groue Petrie rechecked the LAU-74A flare launclomated
in the starboard paratroop doorway. Twenty-four Marflares filled the launcher that could be jettied in
case the crew had to bailout. Petrie was also resiple for deployment of ground markers, Mk-6 wliléee
logs, called LuLu’s.

The three gunners, Staff Sergeant Raymond Garerge8nt Thomas E. Nolan and Airman First Classtaiep
B. McCloskey diligently worked, muscling heavy amoamns to load the four G. E. MXU-470 7.62 millintete
(mm) miniguns with flash suppressers and the twd M620mm Vulcan cannons with new barrels that adddqd
to the efficiency and effectiveness of the weafdre Gunship carried 4,500 rounds of mixed armorejng
incendiary (API) and high explosive incendiary (HEOmm ammunition. Each Vulcan cannon fired 2,500
rounds per minute. The payload of 7.62mm ammunition

Totaled 31,500 rounds. One minigun fired 6,000 dsuper minute at high rate of fire or 3,000 roupes
minute at low rate. Every fifth round of 7.62mmIEhmunition was a red tracer bullet. Slipping tigb the
last cloud remnants, Major Glass commented oveimntieecom, “Looks clear up ahead. Beautiful arethaue,
full of trucks.” Upon approaching the AO a few miesl later, Glass stated, “Okay crew, lights ousovs
down. Scanners out. Pre-strike checklist.”

Robertson read checklist items which includedeavdoriefing from Navigator Phillips, “(We’re) aboahe-
forty (140 knots) indicated airspeed, 700 feewisrage terrain, 8.5 flight level. We can descengdtane, 2800
feet highest terrain in area. Escape and evagjoreast. Emergency airfield - Da Nang, headingde3fiees
for 40 minutes, feet wet - 050 degrees for fifte@nutes. (Fire Control) Computer set for deltatatte (4500
feet AGL), ten mil wind-age. Altimeter setting 26.7 Major Glass added, “Gunner, give me one gutiran”
Head gunner Garcia switched on a 20mm cannon atetist'You’'ve got number 6 gun online.” Gun numberg
1 and 6 were Vulcan cannons. Numbers 2, 3, 4, B W&2 miniguns. Pre-strike checklist was complete.

U

Major Frost checked the FLIR heat sensor and staxtanning the ground for “hot spots”. Interestmdliajors
Phillips, Frost, and Kroon all held aeronauticaligator ratings. All three were trained and quatifito perform
the duties of the table navigator (NAV), FLIR opgeraand NOS operator. Collectively, they were mefé to
as “sensor operators”. Radio transmissions beta&eraft working sector 8 cluttered the headsetSthger
04 Pilot Glass, Copilot Robertson, and Navigatatliph. Stinger 02 climbing to 9,500 feet to RTBw® AC-
130 Gunships, Spectre 07 and Spectrel3 working,800 feet with a flight of F-4 Gunfighters supwieg
enemy triple-A gunfire for the Spectre Gunshipse@a123 flare-ship Candlestick 23 illuminating Higy 9
for the ARVN convoy. And one FAC, Hammer 97 coosding air assets with ARVN ground units while flging
an OV-10 Bronco at 5,000 feet. Glass gradually eleded the Stinger Gunship to 7,000 feet. Ten rfites
the ARVN convoy location, Robertson contacted tA€ F*Hammer 97, Stinger 04.
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What have you got for us?” Hammer replied, “Nothmygch going on right now. Escorting an armor column
Supposedly have some movers dead ahead of the ARWIKN.” Robertson responded, “What do you want
to do?” Hammer answered, “Work west on this roadaféew miles and see what you can find.” Hammer
97 continued his radio transmission to warn thanfily troops and armor were in the vicinity arouwo
ARVN fire support bases, one located five clickshte northeast and the other FSB on Hill 31 just thcks to
the northeast of Stinger’s location. Anything spdtsouth of the river that paralleled Highway 9 wesbably
enemy. With no T-I-C to support, Glass stated aviarcom, “Outstanding!” Stinger 04 could now ganting.

“Aircraft went right across our tail,” reported onéthe scanners. Within minutes, the ARVN armdupom
was spotted below on Highway 9 inching its way westl nearly bumper-to-bumper. Approximately fifty
vehicles comprised the convoy of tanks, armoredqyarel carriers, tankers, trucks and jeeps. Ofdyva
vehicles displayed lights. “FLIR is tracking,” sdtMajor Frost, his screen filled with a line oft vehicles.
Level at 7,000 feet and orbiting the convoy witleotwo hours of fuel to remain on station. Majoas3 told
Simons to turn off the lower rotating beacon aradest, “10, set flares for same setting as lasttiigRoger,
they're set,” replied Petrie.

On the ground, things were quiet. Nothing was happeregardless of Stinger 04 scanners sporadically
reporting, “LuLu at 1 o’clock”. “Aircraft at 10 olock.” “Triple-A at 4 o’clock, no sweat.” “Aircrafat 4
o’clock with landing lights on.” “Nice highway dowthere.” Flying in wide counter-clockwise orbitstivthe
business side of the Gunship, the port side, faitingoad, Stinger 04 pressed ahead of the coi®¥ags took
directions from the NOS and IO to keep the roasigiht. A thick jungle hid the road at times butwer just
south of the road helped visual navigation. Indpen NOS doorway barely two feet from the tipshef t
twirling four-bladed propeller of the left recipgne stood Major Kroon. He braced himself agaihstdcope’s
mounting and steadily aimed the starlight scopdiglhway 9.

With extreme wind pressure on his head and neclsaatirunning into his eyes and ears, 10 Petdedd out
into the slip stream eagle-eyeing the highway aaahising for enemy ground fire. His body was nehdlfway
outside the Gunship as he stood securely wedg&gkbetstrung cargo straps and the doorframe ofdhe f
launcher doorway. His elbow was propped againstitteframe to support his helmeted head in theewiol
wind. Airman McCloskey was positioned in the illurator (spotlight) doorway to scan for triple-A. 8esd to
the aircraft fuselage with a cable attached tdhaisess, called a “monkey strap”, the gunner lap@on his
stomach with his head protruding outside the Gymstanging over the bottom of the doorway. His badg
wedged between the illuminator and cargo tie-dotraps stretched across the doorframe. The “montkap”s
provided insurance against falling out of the Gumsluring evasive maneuvers. His eyes burned fian t
fierce wind blast.  Approximately two miles adez the ARVN convoy, Major Frost picked up a hposon
his screen. “FLIR has a target,” he announced, SH®t moving very fast, but he’s moving.”

The hot spot was creeping along westward on High®veythe same direction as the ARVN convoy, iveay
from the ARVN column. NOS operator Kroon found thever on his starlight scope. He reported thereamag
intersection with a north-south road farther uphighway. Glass established a firing circle andechfor the
strike checklist. Robertson called Hammer 97, “Wéewt a mover.” Frost announced, “There’s another o
coming up behind him. Good size. He’s hot all dvBrobably got a tank,” someone stated over interco
Robertson immediately radioed Hammer 97, “We'vetga movers.” “Roger Stinger 04. Give grid of
movers.”

Robertson waited for NAV Phillips to determine eixemordinates and then called Hammer, “Grid coatdia
are Xray Delta-483407.” “Roger Stinger. Standbyrixfous Stinger 04 crewmen awaited Hammer’s reply.
Hopefully, they would receive clearance to fireoiarpast combat experience, the crew just knew tners

were enemy but not exactly what type of vehiclggeclations ran from tanks to armored personneiecaro
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heavily laden trucks. What ever they were, theyawaoving at a snail’s pace. Could they be prepanng
stop and ambush the ARVN convoy? Time was of egsenc

“Holding on the lead one,” stated NOS Kroon, hi&lgyht scope glued to the lead vehicle. FLIR Etosk the
opportunity to scan the area for more hot spotgoMalass maintained a steady thirty-degree bartddedurn
to keep the fixed crosshairs in his Gunsight supgosed on the movable crosshairs electronicalhstrétted
through the fire control computer from the nighsetvation scope to the gunsight. Copilot Robertson
maintained the altitude while Simons meticulouslymitored engine instruments. In the firing cirdtapok all
three crewmen to coordinate flying the Gunship.#Hong do we wait?” Robertson asked Hammer 97.
“Stinger 04, Hammer 97. We have tentative clearaRdendlies are close. Turn off beacon for ID."oter
Hammer. Beacon going off,” Robertson replied anded off the upper beacon. Glass allowed the Gprtshi
gradually descend closer to firing altitude.

Hidden in the night sky, the blacked-out AC-119 &hip stalked its prey below. Except for the faed glow
of instrument panel and sensor lights on the fldgtk and ruby beams of two small flashlights whdalgo
area gunners clinched between their teeth, thg&twwas sinister. The two jet engines idled, redadye
energized to 100% power for a quick get-away ire@sgemy triple-A should open fire. Fuel mixtureshaf
reciprocating engines were lean as possible tormdita stack exhaust flames that could be deteobtea the
ground. Only the hum of the two recip engines duail ttwirling propellers was heard. Evidently, ti@nks”
did not hear or see the ominous killer lurking adéw they did not scatter to hide. Heavy flak appd in the
sky not far from the Gunship. Various crewmembeested with comments over the intercom, “Prettydyoo
size flak.” “Are they shooting at us?” “They cah@ar us.” “We’re the only ones here right now.”P@trie
stated over intercom, “Keep your eyes peeled. Thigyt shoot at us. If those tanks detect us, thigyhtibe
brave enough or crazy enough to back into a ro@th dr crater to get muzzle elevation and taketapot at
us.”

Shadowing the movers, NAV Phillips provided updaged coordinates to Robertson ho relayed them to
Hammer, “Hammer 97. | have new coordinates for msvéray Delta-443409.” In a matter of seconds,
Hammer 97 radioed, “Roger, copy. You're clearedxpend. You have consent.” Spontaneous remarks
resounded among those who heard Hammer’s transmis€ileared to shoot’em up.” “Oh boy, Ya-hoo!”
“Give me number 6 gun online.” “Number 6 gun hdAirbursts, triple-A, 37 millimeter, no sweat.” Gla
pressed the trigger on his yoke for a short burétea The 20mm rounds hit way low of the targ®&t/ind is
tricky, it's not light,” he stated. Adjusting hisna, he again fired at the lead vehicle but agaissei. NAV
Phillips added mils to the computer for increaséadwage. NOS Kroon encouraged Glass, “Take yooe ti
I've still got them.” Glass ordered over intercoi@unners, take number six off. Put number one enliRrE
Simons stated, “Airspeed, ten knots low, now sigtkti Higher than expected winds not only affected
trajectory of bullets but also the firing circlespeed. Power adjustments were made to build @dsfwe146
knots. Glass aligned the crosshairs in his gunsigttpressed the trigger for a three second buifseo“Two
more targets up ahead,” FLIR Frost announced, ‘Kingcfour movers.” Reaching the “T” intersectiohetlead
vehicle turned right onto the northeast road wthikeother three vehicles briefly stopped beforlWing the
lead vehicle. Frost said, “I'd hate to lose thesgsg If they're enemy, they’re doing us a favor.”

NAV Phillips updated target coordinates XD-473460Robertson to pass along to Hammer. Robertson alg
stated Stinger's DME fix for Hammer, “Stinger is tkimg on the 262 degree radial at 46 miles off Clen
103.” After a short wait, Hammer radioed Stingey ‘®tinger cleared to fire. Ground says anythingtod
fifty gridline is enemy.” Another slow mover appedron the FLIR screen, just ahead of the four nsvidnie
vehicles started moving into the woods borderirggrtiad. From an altitude of 4,800 feet, Glass kepihding
away at the lead vehicle with Vulcan cannon nunamer. NAV Phillips urged, “Keep shooting in areaghtst
terrain in five mile radius is 2,240 feet.” “YOU HIT!” confirmed NOS Kroon, watching the enemy “kin
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blow up and then erupt into a large secondary exgio Fire consumed the vehicle, brightly lightthg
area. The column of vehicles stopped dead in thegks to become stationary targets. It becameooisvine
enemy had no clue what had hit them. Having dess®twlan altitude of 4,600 feet, Glass found hiadi
groove and proceeded to hit one target after andtlieon reported over intercom, “We’ve got founka hit.
There’s a total of five down there. Oh, you hit tafahem!”

Two explosions erupted followed by secondariesziBiafires marked the targets in pink and red glows
Circling at 5,000 feet, well clear of Stinger'sngtj Hammer 97 witnessed the destruction and conedent
“Good shootin’ Stinger.” Fifteen miles west of Sfer 04, Spectre 07 was also working sector 8 from a
altitude of 14,000 feet along with their escorted fighter/bombers. Candlestick 21 replaced Castitle 23 to
provide lighting for the ARVN convoy in sector 8riple-A, 2 o’clock, no sweat,” reported scannegirie¢. A
brilliant red explosion on the horizon proved F-dnBghters were doing their job protecting the Spec
Gunship from anti-aircraft guns. Major Glass diegGt*‘Gunners, put a mini-ball on with the twentwith
minigun tracer bullets, Glass could now follow d h@e of fire to targets and make adjustments;reas,
firing 20mm non-tracer ammunition alone only praddhe point of impact. Glass again opened fire@ Th
dissonant sounds of minigun fire Bbrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr and cannon fire Brapapapapapapapa reverleiratee
smoky cargo deck area that smelled of cordite. @sGarcia and Nolan busily tended the weaponatiolg
loading and shuffling empty and full ammo cansgtarnot to slip on 20mm spent casings that claettehe
deck floor. Pinpointing targets with the starligiliescope, Major Kroon reported his sighting, “Ygnt it!
Right on it! | saw a secondary. It's on fire. Nexte!” Glass responded, “Good heading to shoot fr@tass
had found the section of the firing circle where thind and the aircraft’'s speed perfectly matcloegroduce
maximum accuracy. He quickly ordered Sergeant @&irdrop two more LulLu’s.

Glass continued firing bursts of three to five setoduration. He didn’t want to overheat the gunddar of
jams or malfunctions. FLIR operator Frost reportétkre comes another one down the road to join thmat
makes six.” NOS Kroon excitedly reported his obagons, “Oh, got him. Number two, destroyed. Two
destroyed.” Two sustained fires and four secondapjosions illuminated the tank formation. Evergon
onboard who could see the targets mostly agreedhbaehicles had to be

tanks because they were such slow movers. But fuemeone onboard said, “Might be armored personnel
carriers.” Coming around on his favorite headingtttke, Glass raked the area with minigun fireiagad
again, assuring that any enemy ground troops acaoyimgy the vehicles would suffer Stinger's vengeamd&
Simons reported to Major Glass, “Approximately tétyeminutes until we reach bingo fuel for RTB.” Gdas
stopped strafing the area and called for a Vuleamon and commenced firing. Gunners Garcia andrNola
switched back and forth from number one to numbecannon to keep the Vulcans loaded and cooleth Wi
four miniguns, switching and loading was no probfemthe two veteran gun-plumbers. Even with the
imminent threat of triple-A, the whole scene haddmee a “turkey shoot”. Why the enemy vehicles had
stopped and not scattered for cover became obvidwesvehicles were tanks. They couldn’t hear onveleat
was attacking them.

Adrenalin-pumped Stinger crewmembers acted as @nenachine in the heat of battle. Each crewmans jo
aboard the Gunship was essential in the strikemmWerk was vital. The opportunity to repeatedlylo@ithe
enemy at freewill without dodging bullets was uraldo say the least. Robertson heard Spectmal?1
Hammer 97, “Is Stinger going to pull off those w&és he’s working?” The AC-130 Gunship hungeredafor
piece of the action. “There’s two more,” FLIR operaFrost stated. That made eight enemy vehiclagh Bwly
300 rounds of 20mm and 1200 rounds of 7.62mm anemaining onboard, Glass hit vehicle number 6. A
blazing fire erupted from the massive explosion sexbndary. The target area glowed in blazing\\éab
Stinger silhouetted in the night sky by the infé&¢rwhen would enemy gunners open up on the vulrerabl
Gunship? Vehicle numbers 7 and 8 were summarilgrdtdestroyed with intercom comments abounding, “
dear!” “Oh beautiful!” “Oh man, did that blow. Sewtaries and sustained fires.” Having severely dathag
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destroyed all eight vehicles, Stinger 04 still laaginall amount of ammunition remaining. Glass hddde
Gunship up the main road in search of other tardgethie process, Stinger 04 flew closer and cltsdne area
of active triple-A sites witnessed during theiiaaks on the tanks. No more targets were sightkesGlew the
Gunship back to again sting his prey that had rplogled or sustained fires. To be termed, “destibpa
bomb damage assessment (BDA) reports, vehiclesohsugstain damage or fires that rendered them bieisa
FE Simons stated, “We’ve got ten minutes left.”

Glass entered a firing orbit and proceeddddi rudder and dip the wing while strafing thetditanks. He
commented, “It's like a shooting gallery, with ttazgets not moving.” Instead, the shooter was nmp\atinger
04 went “Winchester” as the last bullets were exigeh It was time to RTB. Their replacement, Stir@@mwas
twenty minutes from the AO. Robertson called Ham@r‘Please confirm that Stinger kills are tanks.”
Hammer replied, “Will confirm at first light.” Nagator Phillips gave Glass a heading of 080 dedmeBa
Nang before stating, “We’re RTB at 0130.” Intercoomments followed: “That’s sure going to make aolot
ground troops happy.” “What'’s the score?” “Eight &ght!” “That’'s a nice piece of work, Major Glass
Copilot Robertson gave a sit rep to Stinger 0ag passed in the night. NAV Phillips reported BidAhe
ABCCC, Moonbeam, “Target coordinate Xray Delta-4634Time on target 2350. Time off 0130. Eight
movers, suspect they were tanks, moved west bdibhskecondaries, 2 small, 1 large sustained finghtE
destroyed, let’s call them tanks. No gunfighterseas Request recce in morning. That completes Dé.' B

With aerial reconnaissance at first light confirgqpi®tinger 04 kills, after-action reports identifiak eight

North Vietnam tanks as Soviet PT-76 amphibiousgamith 76mm guns. In Vietnam, the PT-76 became the
first Soviet-made tank to attack US troops sineeKbrean War. But, the PT-76 tank had proven to be
defenseless against the firepower of the AC-119Kg8t Gunship. The 18th Special Operations Squadiam
activated on 25 January 1969 at Lockbourne AFBpOHe first combat mission in Vietnam for an AC9K1
Stinger Gunship was 13 November 1969. The 18th B&Sdeactivated in Southeast Asia on 31 December
1972. AC-119G “Shadow” and AC-119K “Stinger” Gunshiefficiently and effectively filled the gap betsve
the AC-47 “Spooky” Gunship, affectionately calldéuff the Magic Dragon” and the super fixed-wing Ghiip
AC-130 “Spectre” that today carries USAF historg araditions of fixed-wing Gunships establishedAy
Commando and Special Operations Squadrons in SasitAsia.

Primary sources for this account of Stinger 04 “T&rBusters” mission conducted on 21 February 197 kar
a copy of the actual mission tape recordings ane tiecollections of Stinger 04 crewmembers, partanly
CMSgt. William “Bill” O. Petrie, USAF Retired.

Editor's Note: As we move into 2011The AC-119 Gunship Heritage Circle’will be, hopefully, the focus
for being a continual source pbur amazing stories. Inputs from all of you will betical to the effort. Readingj
the Stinger 04 article from ‘Doc’ Fletcher was datgling. | could smell the 20MM cans, and remenber
loading # 1, as if it was yesterday. That's whaiaht to achieve — give you all that sensation -e(g@great &
terrifying).

These are your heroic achievements, let's sharae!thBope you enjoy this Newsletter; my intentierto keep
it at 16 to 20 pages, and full of good reading mn@&inories.

Tony Pakutinski,
AC-119 Gunship Association Newsletter Editor
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“Retired Chief Master Sergeant Returns to Lackland
AFB to See Plaque”

Simon GutierrezKSAT 12 News Reporter
POSTED: Monday, September 27, 2010

SAN ANTONIO -- The U.S. Air Force bestowed a great honor on
retired Chief Master Sgt. William O. Petrie: a plagn front of the
plane that carried him through nearly 200 missadungng the Vietnam
War. Until recently, he had no idea it existed.ridetaid friends recently
e-mailed him, remarking that they'd seen a plagite s name on it,
detailing a mission during which Petrie and hisof&lGunship crewmen
took out eight enemy tanks on the Ho Chi Minh treglving a South
Vietnamese convoy from certain annihilation.

Monday, Petrie returned to Lackland Air Force blasehe first time in 30 years to see the plaquehimself.
"It's pretty humbling to have my name over heredose I'm just one enlisted guy,” said Petrie ofienit's
representative for all the Gunship folks that Wieith, that
my name stands there as testimony to the job hiegtdid."”

Petrie served four tours of duty during the Vietnafar, and
served with the 18th Special Operations Squadr@nas
illuminator/scanner on the AC-199K Stinger Gunship
1970-1971, lighting up target zones for the plagalners.
The majority of his missions were along the Ho ®imh
trail in the Republic of Laos, he said; his plaaguiarly
dodging through hails of anti-aircraft fire. "l ko term it
aerial dodgeball,” said Petrie. "We actually jinkkd plane
up and around and flew in between the rounds tlea¢ w
coming up at us."

Petrie said he appreciates the plaque, but wislgesdnor and recognition could have been sharddhist
fellow crewmen. "There are four other guys on giiae whose names should be on that plaque withsaiel
Petrie. "And | wish they were. That | don't forgand I'll never forget. And I'll never forget whergame from
and who | flew with." Petrie is a decorated Air Eeveteran, who was awarded the Distinguished §liross
and several medals and commendations.

Copyright 2010 by KSAT.com All rights reserved.

http://www .ksat.com/video/25184845/index.html?taf=ant
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Shadow Gunships at Saigon and Distant Places
April 1970 to April 1971

By Colonel Tom A. Teal
C Flight Commander

Shadow Gunships from C Flight never operated dweiHo Chi Minh Trail, to my knowledge, but somegmar
from the Trail ended up in Cambodia and South \detnThese war goods were transported by elephants,
trucks, individual backs, and bicycles. It was mgo that a bicycle could be pushed along the Tvii 500
pounds of ammunition, etc. loaded on it, throughrsyws, up and down hills, in rain and heat, batlin
mosquitoes, snakes, and hostile fire. | have natsmned it but the trail is reported to be 1,00Gmibng. We
fired on some of these supply areas. With the Tmédrmation as a background, it has been told @hdorth
Vietnamese peasant had unloaded his bicycle, afterng in Cambodia, of everything except threertaio
shells. He is told by his boss to take the 3 shelthat mortar squad over there and give therhdgsergeant.
The sergeant thanked him, fired the three shelispt..., fump...., fump....and said with a smile, go tipeee
more. | know that this is probably an apocryphahstbut it illustrates the dedication and resofuiress of an
enemy that we who flew did not give much thoughtaflection on that same enemy, and his substiugio
masses of people for machines. Some of our ainsieke shot up from time to time, nothing serioushsgs
turned out but it certainly could have been. Contasualties are acceptable in war; however, wadidave
to accept them. Luck was with us. One crew hasghtNDbservation Scope (NOS) operator, standingen t
open doorway in the guns compartment, dropped gatiobn the floor and bent down to pick it up. Asbent
over, an enemy round passed where he had beenngtamd exited the aircraft after passing betwéightf
control cables and electrical lines. It only purttlehole in that very thin aluminum high on thelstard side
of the aircratft.

We had another Shadow crew receive some .50 cabbeds in the cockpit area on a Sunday morningions
Once again luck was with the crew, especially thalot, First Lieutenant Don Craig. A .50 calibérome
plated round came through the thin aircraft skinthe armor protection plates which was supposdaep the
projectile out but kept it inside the cockpit armibced back onto the leg of Don Craig in the cdisilseat,
hitting him with the flat side of the projectileeHvound up with a large, very sore spot on higrietgad of a
much more serious injury. | believe he receivedigpl® Heart for that shot and | am sure he keptrifaanous
round. | also believe | remember him saying thatvae going to Chapel services that night.

Now we have had Shadows shot in the nose, in mily-bad then we had one shot in the tail booms. &yaén
no one was hurt and the aircraft was not seriodafyaged. | met the crew at their parking spot, éookt the
damage, and then told the crew to all go get abaifhere were a lot of surprised looks on thedek but they
complied. | saw a promoted Lieutenant Colonel Betr@&mith five years later at the Carswell OfficEtab
and the first thing he wanted to know was why,rafeting shot up for the first time, that | toltetcrew to go
get haircuts. | told him with a smile that the cneally needed haircuts and that there were othledt veasons
for him to ponder. We had other aircraft hit butemgain no one was hurt and the aircraft was auwdiyb
damaged.

The enemy did not hurt us but a 14th SOW standatidiz pilot did. He wrote up a well-qualified pilfur
taxiing too fast. When this major from wing camenby office to introduce himself before the flightyas not
impressed. When | heard about his write up of taxioo fast, | called him in and told him factitgy that |
was not aware of a speedometer on a Gunship byhvimeasure taxi speeds. He knew that | was pinoges
the write up. He answered that in his opinion tihat pvas taxiing too fast and the write up wouldrsd. | told
him that | would protest to the DCO which | dictdlled Colonel Brown, told him about the write upgla
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wondered about the background of the check pilotoi@I| Brown said that he did not know but to sbird

in writing ASAP the facts | had given him over thieone. | wondered about the ASAP but complied
immediately and, in fact, embellished some of thegs | did not like about the check pilot. | catesied
Colonel Brown a friend as well as my superior. 1 go irate phone call from the 14th SOW Wing Comdgan
Colonel Frank Eaton asking me who | thought | veastite such official correspondence about hisctamard
pilot. | wondered how he got the written informatiand he told me. He said that Colonel Brown hatl ju
departed PCS for the States and that he, ColoniehEehecked Colonel Brown'’s desk to see what
correspondence needed to be answered and discdkeradfortunate document. After about five more
minutes of wondering who | thought | was, commenthat vein, the boss hung up. Funny thing, Cdlone
Eaton flew down to C Flight unannounced early teetmight, found me in my office and said let usog and
walk the flight line. It was a beautiful night iraf§on during the dry season. As we got some disténom
Shadow Ops, he told me without preamble that ChEligas the only wing unit flying that night out sikteen
units in the Wing. That comment was not meant tarbapology but it was as close as | would ever get
The longer we flew over Cambodia, the more comf@itahe missions became. Working troops in contact
makes it easy to get clearance to fire from theigdocommander, but our areas of operations weregativng
free fire clearance for designated areas and begtof lines of communication outside of those @rééhat this
meant was that 7th AF and the Cambodian represeggatere designating areas that were completely in
enemy hands and targets of opportunity, such apaasncould be shot at will because of the pre eaaat
status. To make sure that the crews had accurdtemto-date information for these free fire zoridwgd
classified folders assembled with appropriate nrmapsked, the latest messages included and otheriamo
information generally pertaining to the missionbat installed a large map that covered the wattyroffice.
This map was used for each crew to brief me o€bt. Bill Gregory, Flight operations officer, onetliree fire
zones and other parts of their mission. It worketh not remember any reports of firing mistaketsmie the
areas. Major Earl Farney, a navigator who was air Rdmin. Officer took care of this time consumuitpre
as well as flying and overseeing all the paper workhe unit. Everything he did was outstanding a&ary
much appreciated by me.

Things were never dull in C Flight. One day the memance officer brought in one of his men and datithe
young man had told him that he could no longer warlShadow Gunships because they were killing geopl
He said that he was a conscientious objector aatdaths his right. | told the maintenance supervisdake
him off direct work on the Gunships but to keep Hitly employed for eight hours a day until | cowdntact
the Base legal officer for guidance. The legalagffisaid that the procedure we had establishegedun on
cleaning the revetments, washing vehicles, etc.ama®ct but that the young man needed a new hdwig
his new status as a non-combatant. We were cua®ts how the change to peaceful orientation tdakepso
suddenly since this was his second volunteer todietnam, in Saigon. We asked questions of actaaoes
and discovered that he had come back to Saigoe tath a girl friend that he had admired so muchhmnfirst
tour. Things went well at the start of the secand with his girl friend until her ardor cooled ahd was left
alone with a lot of the second tour to endure gdalf. He thought being a conscientious objectanld/get
him a quick trip home. At that time we had a big@u bus assigned us and washing, waxing and cigani
plus the other vehicles plus the revetments gawveamother change in heart. | had an open doorypfiicmy
office. | heard a firm knock on the door edge, ledkip and saw this sharply dressed individual,kraw
who, requisitioning permission to enter and sp@atmission granted, he approached the desk, saated
said, “Sir, | am no longer a conscientious objettor

| almost got in trouble with Wing again. | got ma&ytive calls over four months from my superior aating
officer. | cannot remember who it was at the timé dach call was complaining that the effectivenepsrts
that | wrote were much higher that the rest ofWiag’s reports and that the Air Force was settitagdards for
reducing inflated reports. | kept answering eacbnehcall with the same reply, this is an outstagdinit doing
an outstanding job and each individual deservesitje effectiveness rating | marked and signedisméport.
Finally, on the last phone call he told me thadtgérsisted in the high ratings, it would refleatrmy own
effectiveness primarily in the judgment area. tisary respectively that | could not rate outstagdieople
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other than outstanding and he hung up the phasweated out my next evaluation report. It turnetadiu
right. This was 1971. | came up for promotion téooel in October 1972 and was not promoted. Strainige,

| had a friend call me and tell me he had seen amyenon the promotion list. A second promotionvias
coming out in two months to be announced in Decerh®é2, and again another person told me | wasien t
list. I told him he was crazy but he was not. | masnber 23 on that promotion list and very happlyaee
made the eagle zone.

Earlier | had remarked about the VNAF 119 Wing acdited at Saigon which had shared its supplieswgith
while waiting for the Air Force to ship what we deée. We paid them back when our supply requestiies.
For a brief period, spare engines were needed iaicagasing rate when the rebuilt engines fromStaes
started having a much shorter effective life befarkng, thus causing the supply of them to dry bmpfact, we
would have to test fly over the base every endiag was changed until the quality of the rebuiljians
improved and the flight became unnecessary. Evarstiort flight did not always provide a long rumgi
engine. | was getting a check ride one hot aftempadien on takeoff the right engine started windiogvn just
as the wheels went into the well. We featheredttireect prop and shut down that engine and watttegtdat
aircraft climb out slowly from approximately 200ete By final approach we were at normal altitudd an
airspeed and made an uneventful landing after dieglan airborne emergency. It seemed to me to haee a
very quick trip around the traffic pattern and langd punctuated by the before landing and aftedilzm
checkilists.

| do not remember how the need of a Shadow Hooeteag but | do know that | made an appointment with
the Base Commander and asked for this place wlifiedeity crewmembers could relax without going te th
club with its dress code, etc. The Base Commandsrreluctant to assign us such a place. | remihtedhat
Shadow was the only combat group on base thativiag feal ammo at the enemy and flying arounddioek,
7 days a week and holidays. He said that he knatbilt did not want to set a precedent, etc. | hage been
persistent in calls and visits to him because hlented and Shadow got its party Hooch which brimgsto the
last event to be covered before returning to tla¢eStfor five months.

That event was the second Dining In at the Offi€dts. | inquired at 7th AF if General Clay, ther@mander,
would like to attend, pin on medals, etc. He semtdathat he would like to attend and would accehadow
One award, pin on medals, etc. Of course, the 3@W Commander, DCO, and DCM also would attend an
participate. We invited the TSN Base Commandeapipreciation for the Shadow Party Hooch, so hedcbal
thanked publicly by our unit. | was not preparedhts reply when I introduced him at the head tathlanked
him for the Hooch when he said in front of God amdryone that he would have liked to have fired lowg
pause, but only to hire me to work for him. Got otithat alright and proceeded with the businegh®mnight,
pinning on medal, etc. As our main speaker we Imeidtaresting talk by a very high ranking civilian other
clandestine operations that were going on in Sasth&sia. Then Bill Gregory caught me completelgware
when he read the citation from the Shadow Men ghting C Flight, presenting the Shadow 1 Award & m
Without thinking | protested that the Award was migfar persons outside our unit. General Clay sae the
award and | always obey four stars. | am so gldid.

That award has been hanging next to my desk fdythears and is a constant reminder of an outgtgnaehit
whose performance set all kinds of records. | way lucky to have been a part of it. For me as Camher,
the most important record we set, flying in combadll conditions of weather and enemy fire is tivat
relentlessly performed in combat operations butnditlhave any one killed or seriously wounded arstl tho
aircraft in accidents or in combat. As | told youGommanders Calls, | wanted to return each and/e@res of
you to your loved ones in the same healthy conditi@t you joined our unit. Despite the rigors dadgers of
combat, weather and chance, you made it happersdaldlished combat and safety records at the sarae t
What a performance by an outstanding group of @edfou indeed made Shadow proud

Next Newsletter will feature:'STINGER GUNSHIPS AT DA NANG AND DISTANT PLACES’
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AC-119 Gunship History Book

STINGER

AC-I9 Gunships  Special Operations Sauiadrons “Our book seems to cover every aspect of the AC-1Metnam
experience. Personal accounts of guys, who flew @hip
missions, and including those of maintenance andlatr support
people, highlight the good, the bad and the ugly afperating
has-been aircraft in less than desirable conditionghile

flying highly important missions. The little known history of
AC-119 Gunship operations, missions that providedra
important tactical piece to the Vietnam puzzle, isully exposed
in our History Book. Our book will be immediately valued by
those who served and will become more valued by tee who
inherit the book down through the ages”. “Needlest say, |
treasure my copy of our History Book”.
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Chuck James -17" sos < - ‘A/C’

Name:

Mailing Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone #: Land Line Cell Phone

E-Mail Address:

Ship To: Name & Address if Different from Above

AC-119 Gunship History Book - Number of Copies x Price per Copy = Total

Hard Cover $50.00 =3
Soft Cover / Spiral Bound REDUCED $25.00 =$
Shipping & Handling per copy: $ 5.00 =%
(No Credit Cards Accepted) GRAND TOTAL =9
Check Number: Amount: Cash or Money Order Amount:

Make checks or money orders payable to "AC-119 Gunship Association History Book Fund”

Gus Sininger
1300 Arial Court
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547-1191
stinger7172@cox.net
Phone (850) 863-9649
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REUNION XIl COMMEMORATIVE PISTOL

Tickets are (1) for $10 - (6) for $50 - (13) for $100. You don't have to present to win.

Name:
Address:
City: STATE: ZIP:
E-Mail: Phone:( )

Total Tickets: Total Donation:

Make Checks payable to:
"AC-119 GUNSHIP ASSOCIATION COMMEMORATIVE RAFFLE"
SEND COMPLETED FORM AND CHECK TO:

Doug Wohlgamuth, Treasurer
AC-119 Gunship Association
504 Shea Place
Sun City Center, FL 33573
(813)-938-1886

bush791@tampabay.rr.com
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