
Last AC-119 Update

• Tail # 850 located at Tan Son Nhut: 
– Airframe corroded & mayfall apart if we try to take it apart; it will be 

too expensive to restore; & there are other Stinger aircraft in Taiwan, 
China, or somewhere we can get

NOTE: project team did not propose restoration to flyable; just display
• 2010-2011: No Association money spent; no other action

– No Air Attaches for Vietnam anymore; therefore no determination of 
recoverability

– No other AC-119 aircraft exist (HQ DoD-wide & Pentagon answer)
• Currently: jacked & towed last year to another location

– Risk of destruction or inclusion in Vietnam “American War” Museum
• We will continue to try stay updated on 850’s status
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• AC-119 aircraft previously identified from Google Earth satellite 
image at Tan Son Nhut Airport confirmed as AC-119K Stinger 
tail #53-7850
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Dwight Mackie photo – August 2010
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• No money Association money spent on efforts.
• Contacts still viable on the ground in Ho Chi Minh City.
• Last communication with Vietnam local officials indicated 

“no interest in allowing ‘export’ of AC-119 as it is the only 
one they have in inventory”.  Offered a C-130 instead.

• Aircraft appears somewhat safe right now – grouped 
neatly with other US military airplanes.  Destined for 
museum?

• Continue to monitor situation and open door for 
negotiation.

• Possibly contact Vietnam Defense Dept. directly.

Current Status – October 2011



Organization of the Defense Ministry of Vietnam



Phung Quang Thanh



Phung Quang Thanh

• Minister of Defense – Vietnam

• #2 leader of Communist Party

• Wounded in battle – Operation 
Lam Son 719 – Feb 1971

• Recent joint US/Vietnam 
military ops & cooperation

http://phungquangthanh.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/phung-quang-thanh-race.jpg
http://phungquangthanh.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/phung-quang-thanh-race.jpg


The End
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