Last AC-119 Update

Tail # 850 located at Tan Son Nhut:

— Airframe corroded & mayfall apart if we try to take it apart; it will be
too expensive to restore; & there are other Stinger aircraft in Taiwan,
China, or somewhere we can get

NOTE: project team did not propose restoration to flyable; just display

2010-2011: No Association money spent; no other action

— No Air Attaches for Vietnam anymore; therefore no determination of
recoverability

— No other AC-119 aircraft exist (HQ DoD-wide & Pentagon answer)

Currently: jacked & towed last year to another location
— Risk of destruction or inclusion in Vietnam “American War” Museum

We will continue to try stay updated on 850’s status
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o AC-119 aircraft previously identified from Google Earth satellite
Image at Tan Son Nhut Airport confirmed as AC-119K Stinger
tail #53-7850
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Recently constructed hanger
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Dwight Mackie photo — August 2010

Recently constructed hanger
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The Vietnam People's
Air Force Museum
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7d/MiG_21.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7d/MiG_21.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/45/Mi-24A.jpg
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Current Status — October 2011

 NO money Association money spent on efforts.
e Contacts still viable on the ground in Ho Chi Minh City.

e Last communication with Vietnam local officials indicated
“no interest in allowing ‘export’ of AC-119 as it is the only
one they have in inventory”. Offered a C-130 instead.

« Aircraft appears somewhat safe right now — grouped
neatly with other US military airplanes. Destined for
museum?

e Continue to monitor situation and open door for
negotiation.

e Possibly contact Vietnam Defense Dept. directly.



Organization of the Defense Ministry of Vietham

Ministry of Defence

Military regions Army comps Alr Force Baorder Guard

Air Defence

Artillery, Tank
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, Sth, 7th, Sth, Hanoi 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th Sappers, Signals Maval regions

Chermical

Academies Universities Research institutes Economic organizations Other units

Components [edit

The Ministry of Defence is the supreme command of the Yietnam People's Army which contains several arms and army corps, the Vietnamese People's Mavy, the “ietnamese People's Air Force and Air

Defence and the Vietnamese Border Guard. To organize the military activities and units, the territory of “ietnarm is divided into 7 military regions and the High Command of Capital which contains the region of
Hanai.™

The principal and care military force of Vietnam is the Vistnam People's Army (WA with a regular force of 450,000 soldiers and officers and the reserve farce of about & million. ™ The land-based units of the
WPA consists of four army coprs (qudn dogn): 1st, 2nd, 3rd and dth; six arms (Aink ching): Ardillery, Tank and Armoured Warfare, Sappers, Signals and Chemical; seven military regions (quan ki) and one

command (bd t iEnh): 1st, Znd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 7th, Sth and the High Command of Capital Hanoi. ™ The barder guard, air force-air defense and the nawy are arganized as arms of the %FPA, the nawy in particular is
divided in five naval regions (ving hal quan (fram 1st to 5th).[m]

Besides, the Ministry of Defence also manages a system of academies, universities and research institutes with a total number of 21 academies (hoc vidn), universities (trwdng dad hoc) and one college (thedng
cao d8ng). The principal academy of the ministry if the Vietnam Academy of Defence (Hoc vign Quéc phang), it is the anly institution for training strategical ofiicers. " The Ministry of Defence has its own
branch of economic Drganizatiunsm] which containg the “iettel Mobile, one of the leading mobile netwark operator in Vietnam.




Phung Quang Thanh

Phiing Quang Thanh (born February 2, 1949} is currently Yistnam's minister of defense and is ranked as the Mo, 2 leader in the country's Comrmunist F'arty.m
He is an officer of the Yietnam People's Army and a member of the Politburo of the Communist Party of Yietnam. Enlisted in 1963, Thanh fought in various battles
during the “ietnam YWar and was honored with the title Hero of the People's Armed Forces in 1971 at the age of 22, Thanh was appointed minister in June 2005,
succeeding General Pham “én Tra.
Military career [edit]

Thanh was born on February 2, 1949 in Thach & commune, ME Linh, Hanai.l' In 1967, he joined the army at the age of 18 and was admitted to the Communist
Party of Wistnam, then known as the Vietnam YWarkers' Party, one year later. [

In hiz early years, Thanh fought in various battles of the “Vietnam “War notably in the Quang Tr campaign and during the counter-attack of the Vietnam People's
Arrny against Operation Larm Son 719 where he served as company commander (dai ddi tredng) in the Sth Battalion, G4th Regiment, 320th Division. In combat on
February 10, 1971, Phung Gluanh Thanh led a squad (E."éu ddh in defending a hill against a company of airborne troops of the Army of the Republic of Yietnam
[ARYN) with aerial support, finally his unit was able to drive back the attack after putting out of action 38 enemy soldiers for which Thanh alone was credited with
gight killed. Two days later, he was once more recognized when Thanh, despite being wounded in the left hand, stayed in battle and commanded his platoon to
accomplish the mission. For his feat of arms, Thanh was bestowed the prestigious title Hero of the People's Armed Forces (Anh hung e Long vil trang nhan
d&n) on Septernber 20, 1971."E |y June 1971 he was ordered to leave combat to study in the School for Infantry Officiers, later in the Acaderny of Infantry, he
was also appointed cormmander of the Sth Battalion, 320th Division, 1st Army Corps (Quén dodn 1) from 1972 During the swar, he received total three Liberation
Distinguished Service Medals, 1st Order (Hudn chuwong Thidn cong Gisi phong hang nhat), three Brave Soldier Titles (Danh &idu Ding s) and ather awards.[!

After the Wietnam War, Thanh continued to hold several positions in the 1st Army Corps from chief of staff of the B4th Regiment to acting commander of the 312th
Division in 1988, In 1931, after two years studying in the Soviet Union and the Military Academy of Yistham, Thanh was promoted to commander (sw doan fudng)
of the 312th Division. Afterwards, he served in the General Staff of the Vietnam People's Army from 1993 to 1997 and as commander (b i8nk) of the 1st Military
Zone fram 1997 to 2001, In May 2001, Thanh became Chief of the General Staff and Deputy Minister of Defence of Yietnam. Five years later, he was elected to

the Politburo of the Communist Party of Yietnarm and began to hold the position of Minister of Defence of Vietnam, succeeding General Pham Yan Tra, [MEIMA

Rank [dit]
Phung Quang Thanh was promoted to Major General (thidu tedng) in 1994, Lisutenant General (fung tedng) in 1999, Colonel General (thwong twéng) in 2003 and
General (dar twdng) in 2007 11

Notes [edit]

S AFERERAT R s b (e (g v trang nhan dan Phing Quang Thanh! & Gn Vietnarmese), Museurn of Military History of Vietnam, 2009-07-12.
CAUParty Congress announces CRVCC Politbura members &, Qnilne Mewspaper of the Socialist Repwbiic of 11 Mam Governenent, January 19, 2011,
"lf)ng Nguyé”n Fhi Trang GED CL'rTﬁng Bithiwr &, BaaCnibne vh, January 20, 2011 Includes pictures of the entire leadership.
CATENT dyng com vat clia Anh hing Phitng Quang Thanh® & (n Yietharmese), Qdndyn. 2008-01-24.
4. & Lorraine Carlos Salazar (2007). Daljit Singh, Larraine Carlos Salazar. ed. Southeast Asian Affairs 2007, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. p. 386,
ISBM 9812304428,

General Phung Guang Thanh in December 2009
Minister of Defence

In office
2006 — present

Preceded by Pham “an Tra

Member of the Politburo of the Communist
Party of Yietnam

In office
2006 — present

Deputy of the Hational Assembly of Yietnam
Personal details

February 2, 1943 (age 62
W& Linh, Hanoi, %ietnam

Born

Political party Communist Party of YWietnam

Alma mater “oroszhilov Academy
Military SAcademy of “ietnam

.

Signature
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- » Minister of Defense — Vietnam
"« #2leader of Communist Party

 Wounded in battle — Operation
Lam Son 719 — Feb 1971

 Recent joint US/Vietnam
military ops & cooperation


http://phungquangthanh.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/phung-quang-thanh-race.jpg
http://phungquangthanh.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/phung-quang-thanh-race.jpg

The End
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